



An independent Arab^oBtic* daffy putifted byte Jordan Press Foundation 
*&jn ***** i*-* *ju Oft 4£d»au <Mje >f& auw* 


royalty despite this bring b private visit. "Welcome , I am very pleased that 
w» could come,” the Pope saidas he met the emperor, who was attended 
by 14 of the Vatican's Swiss guiuds and Father Giuseppe Pittau, a former 
number two in tbe Jesuits who acted as one of the translators 


Shinto refigkm and die son of a man once considered a god. spent 30 
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research in marine tnotogy — “it a a held without limits,” replied 
Emperor Akihito — and tbe monarch thanked die pontiff for tbe Roman 
Catholic Church’s contribution to Japanese society, a Vatican spokesman 
said. “I would like to think you with all my heart for your visit, tbe Pope 
told Empress MkhOco, who was dressed m a paste! silk suit and hat with 
pearl jewelry. 
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^XMMAN (J.T.j — His Majesty 
'“King Hussein has endorsed the 
. Pale stin i an Israeli accord on 
- Gaza and Jericho altho u gh he 
expressed reservations about it 
led c ri t ic i se d the Palestine li- 
beration- Organisation (FLO’S ) 
Pure to consult on it properly 
.with Jordan. 

• “We . sure not against the 
IWcstimaa-Isracli agree men t and 
*t support the Pakstfafen ded- 
poa and X might go f arthe r and 
praise dm Patestiman courage in 
gdtihg dds decision. I bless what 
Serves the Palestinian* int e rests 
did what the Palestinians agree 

B and I believe fins is not just 
position in ; Josdaa bat also 
positipir of, - oar Arab 
4fatfaent too. God bless them,” 
jftc King said fa an interview with 
y sban ese jonrnalist Ghassan 

The Kfag, however, said he 
was not informed of tbe details of 
the agreement. He said FLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat in- 
formed him before be left for tbe 
prited States in June that con- 
tacts were underway betweenthe 
FLO and the Israeli gov ernm ent 


reservations, we 
Gaza- Jericho plan ’ 


and the “issue of Gaza was on tbe 
tabte.” 

. Kfag Hussein said that daring 
his latest visit to Jordan on Aug. 
24, Mr. Arafat told him rtwt 
secret meetings have taken place 
between tbe PLO and Israel and 
that the option of Gaza and 
Jericho. was being discussed. Mr. 
Arafat also said that duensskms 
on the final solutions were also 
taking place, the King said in the 
interview which was broadcast on 
Jordan Television Thursday.. 

Bat “we were noffa the picture 
or aware of the details,” the King 
said. 

His Majesty criticised the PLO 
for not consulting with Jordan, 
especially that Jordan provided 
an umbrella for the Palestinians 
to pa r tic i pa te fa the Arab-Xsraeii 
peace talks through the joint de- 


vouring a meeting with (Mr.) 
Arafat and members of tbe de- 
legation and a number of oaf 
brothers, the discussion was ab- 
out the n ecessit y 'of coordination 
and that it -was time to- decide, 
whether there was confidence or 
not, or if there was an interest or' 


not fa coordinating fa all dimen- 
sions and all issues.” the Kfag 
said. • 

King Hussein cited as reserva- 
tions about the agreement the 
lack of darity about the final 
stafas of the occupied terri to ri es 
and the onavailabflity of guaran- 
tees about the status of Jerusalem 
and that Israel will not continue 
to change the reafities of the 
ground 

Tbe King also voiced reserva- 
tions about the situation fa Gaza, 
saying tjiat be told Mr. Arafat 
when be first mentioned the sub- 
ject to him that he was worried 
about the possibility of taking 
control of Gaza at tins point. - 

The King said be referred to 
die explosive situation fa Gaza 
winch could spin over to otiier 
parts of the .occ up ied territories 
but Mr. Arafat said the PLO. 
could control the Strip if it was 


He said the Palestinians were 
wiri t inH to nush for their 
“It’s for them to make the deci- 
sion. We support what is happen- 
ing. We are not and will not 
■become the Palestinians* guar- 


Jordan signals completion of disengagement 
process with Palestinians, but keeps door 
open for ^ different kindof future relationship 


By Laadr K. Antal . 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

HIS MAJESTY Kfag Hunan 
has signalled the start of a new;- 
era in Jotriaman-ftlnstmftm 
rdationsbystrongly indicating 
that -the. historic Uraeli- 
Pakstimwi accord has fa effect 
completed tbe process of Jor- 
dan's disenga g ement from 


P ale s tinian . affairs which for- 
mifly started hr 1574 when the 
Arab -states recognised the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (FLO) as die sole legiti- 
mate representative of . the 
Pa l es tin ia n people, 
hiftharion intervi ew w ith 


Ghassan Twrim, whkh was 
broadcast ^Thursday night. 
King .Hussein '■ ap pe a red to 
draw a painful hne between 
what the P al estini an s, repre- 
sented by file PLO, consider to 
.be fa then- i nte rests and Jorda- 
n ia n m rt i rWml interests in the 
light of tbe braefi-Patestinian 
Accord .on autonomy in the 
:West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

: Fbr while die King said mat 
Jordan did not oppose the 
lacoonl and fa fact s up p or ted 
Itiw Palestinian decision and to 
T-each the- agreement, be 


emphasised that Jordan will 
not accept any agreement or 
‘ provisions to be imposed on it 
— a dear , reference to the 
articles involving Jordan fa the 
faree&Priestfaian accord. 

King Hussein’s s tatem e n t fa- 
(ficatea that be was reluctantly 
accep ting the accord — bring 
what the Palestinians wanted 
. — as part of a major decision 
to sep ara te Jordan from nego- 
tiations on the fu tu r e of tbe 
Palestinian people. Such deci- 
sion will probably ent a il prac- 
tical steps to realise tins with- 
drawal including tbe separa- 
tion of tbe joint Jordaman- 
Palestinian delegation and 
other practical steps to protect 
Jordan from any potential 
negative repercussions of the 
implementation of the Israeh- 
Paiestiman accord. 

The King's decision, which 
does not seem to have crystal- 
lised faDy yet, judging try the 
interview, is rootivmed by four 
factors: 

, — Jordan’s concent about its 
i nt e r ests and rejection of any 
agreement and provisions fa 
any accord imposed on it by 
any party. 

— Whatis viewed by* Jordan 
as conc ed i n g to the FLO will. 


as manifested in its po&ries and 
future to dosriy coordinate 
with Jordan, to assert its inde- 
pendence. 

— The Gog’s strong re- 
servations about any deal 
based on the concept of an 
interim phase that leaves the 
future of tiie Israeli-occupied 
territ ori es and the Palestinian 
people and rights ambiguous. 

— The King’s rese ntment of 
PLO acceptance to postpone’ 
.the (fiscuoion over die two 
sensitive issues of Jerusalem 
and the Israeli settlements, 
which he fears could comprom- 
ise the status of the Holy City 
and jeopardise tbe final out- 
come of tiie negotiations. 


. King Hussein, however, 
kept the door open for con- 
sidering a different and doecr 
Jordanian-Palestinian rela- 
tionship — inducting confed- 
eration — ■ once Palestinians in 
die Israefi-occupied lenitot ies 
are free to e xp re s s their will. 

But till that day, and fa tbe. 
Immediate future, the 
Monarch implied that Jordan 


wffl distance itself from Palesti- 
nian affairs focusing on pro- 
tecting its own in t e rests while 
. respecting file wffl of tiie repre- 
sentatives of the Palestinian 
people, the PLO. 

For wfaDe the King said that 
Jmdan did not object to the 
Israefi-Palestiman accord, and 
Jordan and the Arab World 
su ppo r t any Palestinian deci- 
sion, he firmly stressed that file 
Kingdom would not accept any 
form of Jordanian-P al e stinian 
relationship that was i mpo s e d 
by another party. 

The King was alluring to 
provisions to the Israeli- 
Palcstinian accord which in- 
volve. finks and coontinstion 
between the Israelis, the 
Palestinians and tiie Jorda- 
nians during the interim 
period, fa diffe re nt fields such 
as commu nic a tion s, and ener- 
gy, which were reached with- 
out Jordanian 

Although he said that he did 
not know enough about the 
details to make a final verdict 
on the accord, he was dearly 
expressing concern about the 
Palestinians allowing Israel to 
determine tiie form of the 
(Cottoned am page 5) 


King to pay state 
visit to China 

AMMAN (Petra) 7 - Their Ma- 
jesties Kmg Hussein and Queen 
Hoot will pay a state visit to the 
Peoples Republic of China from 
$ Sept. 13 to 16, a spokesman for 
I tjhe Royal Court said. The 
roolcmtan raid Knur Hussein wffl 


boH taljs with the Chinese preo- 
tfcnt on bilateral relations arid 
jjto exchange jviews with him on 
ieskmal and in te rna tional de- 


Abu Nowar 
deities Israel 
Radio report 


AMMAN (Petra) — Information 
Minister Ma’n Abo No war Friday 
jfe mi ssed as baseless a report by 


Arafat battles for Fateh 
support for self-rule deal 
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Confcioed agency d espatches 

TTJNB-PalestinfanleaderYas- 
ser Arafat, on the brink of a deal 
with farad which could be tiie' 
finefapfa erf a general Middle East 
peace settlement, battled Friday 
for agreement fa his own guerrilla 
movement, Fateh. 

Me. Arafat appeared set to win 
tiie approval of Fateh leaders 
despite widespread anger at ins 
secret i —» gening behind their 

frad flL . 

The Central Committee of 
Ftoefc, the Palestine liberation 
Organisation (PLO) backbone, 
was meeting tor a second day 
behind closed doors and officials 
said a small minority of its 18 
members remained opposed to 
the plan that would give Palesti- 
nians setf-rule fa foe occupied 
Gaza Strip and the Wert Bank 
town of Jericho. 

Many members castigated Mr. 
Arafat for jumping over their 
beads to reach agreement with 
tiie Israelis, but a few argued 
*g*r nm t the actual contents of the 
accord, PLO officials said. Hu# 
indicated the PLO leader even- 
tually would get the backing be 
needs to c ontin ue with tiie peace 


Israeli officials have said tiie 
accord could be signed within 
days. Foreign Minister Shimon 
Pries said Friday the deal could 
be a catalyst for otiier talks with 
Syria, Jordan and Lebanon (see 
separate rtary). 

PLO officials, speaking-on con- 
dition of anonymity, aid tiie 
heaviest criticism ofMr. Arafat fa 
tbe Fateh meetings came from 
central committee member 
Abbas Zaki. 

He objected to the deal for 
ignoring key issues such as the 
status of Jerusalem mid the .farad 
settlements in the occupied terri- 
tories. 

Mr; Zaki abo M asted Mr- Ait- 
fat for conducting tiie talks fa 
secret and complained that 
Pa le st inian leaders were embar- 
rassed to find out about the deal 
through tiie press, without being 
.informed by Mr. Arafat before- 
hand. 

“Such an issue cannot be 
cooked up quickly, and we should 
not approve it easily,” Mr. Zaki 
told toe Associated Press. 

Palestinian refugees fa Leba- 
non cursed Mr. Arafa t, calling 
him “p imp ” and “traitor,” white 
hardliner Nayef Hawatmeh pre- 
dicted tbe deal would fad because 


it could not win support from a 
majority of Patertnrians. 

PLO officials acknowledged 
tout 1 tiie movement has difficulty 
meeting fartteTs demand for for- 
mal retraction of a 25-year-old 
rind station of prindptes which 
denies the Jewish state’? right to 
erist 

Bid the sudden denouncement 
of the kng AraMsaeti conflict 
seemed, still on track.. 

Yasser Ahed-Rabbo, an Arafat 
ally oil tire FLO Executive Com- 
mittee, predated that Jordan, 
Syria ana Lebanon, the other 
Arab participants in U.S.- 
sponsored peace talks, would all 
sign accords with farad at the 
same time, as the Palestinians. 


at the same time, because mere is 
i mp orta n t progress mi the Syrian 
trade, the accord with Jordan is 
readv, and that leaves Lebanon, 
which also could be ready," he 
told Renters fa Turns: 

Mr. Arafat’s pri o ritie s were 
dear. He started fas sates job for 
the accord with leaders of Fateh, 
which has always been the main- 
stream of the PLO and his per- 
sonal power-base. 

(Continued oa page If) 


dians,” the Kfag said. 

Jordan’s “disappointment 
(over not being folly informed) 
was justified” since it bad lost 
territory defending toe Palesti- 
nian cause, he said. 

The Kfag called for an Arab 
summit. “We tell every Arab 
brother that the . fate of the 
(Arab) Ration is fa danger, that 
tins stage is dangerous and re- 
quires an Arab meeting,” he said. 

The Kfag said that the Arabs 
nfast overcome their differences 
and prepare for the future. 

He warned there would be no 
peace if only one party controls 
Jerusalem. “The rights of tiie 
Christians arid mwe be 

preserved.” 

Kfag Hhssefa said tbe Israeli 
gover n ment had altered Jeru- 
salem's geography. 

“Israel speaks of a Jerusalem 
to which it has already annexed a 
fifth of the West Bank white we 
speak of a Jerusalem tint we 
knew before the catastrophe of 
1967.” 

He said it was prem atur e to 
envisage a Jordanian-Palestinian 
confederation. 


J ordan takes another look at 
Israeli- Palestinian agreement 

Majaii sees no direct threat from its implementation 


By Aymaa A1 Safeffi 

' Jordan Tines Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — When news about 
an imminent agreement be- 
tween the Palestine liberation 
Organisation (PLO) and Israel 
over toe Gaza-Jericho first op- 
tion first surfaced, Jordanian 
officials' initial reaction was 
one of disquiet and unhappi- 
ness not only over the PLO’s 
failure to consult with Jordan 
on the plan but also over the 
mpfications of the accord on 
the Kingdom’s national secur- 
ity. 

Jordan continues to have se- 
rious reservations about the 
accord, but the nature and 

tone of these reservations seem 


to have undergooe some trans- 
formation. 

Initial reports said that Jor- 
dan’s reservations about the 
accord were predicted on 
security concerns: Mainly a 
fem of either a forced or vobm- 
tarily exodus into Jordan from 
tbe West Bank and Gaza. 

Ageace France Presse 
(AFP) Monday quoted an un- 
named but “ tnrfwimting Offi- 
cial” as saying that Jordan 
fears tiie agreement “could 
lead to a transfer of Palestinian 
population” into Jordan. 

But after His Majesty Kfag 
Hussein pubfidy endorsed tiie 
accord fa an interview with 
Lebanese journalist Ghassan 
Twrini, Prone Munster Abdul 


Salem A1 Majaii and other 
officials started playing down 
fids fear, saying mat Jordan 
can ; effectively guard against 
such a possibility. 

“The Palestinian Israeli- 
agreemeut would not hurt Jor- 
dan. On the contrary, it will 
provide an opportunity for 
Palestinian re fu gee s since 1967 
(to retnm to the occupied terri- 
tories),” Dr. Majaii told AFP 
fa an interview on Thursday. 

“We will not hesitate to 
dose down the bridges (linking 
Jmdan with tbe occupied terri- 
tories) to prevent a Palestinian 
exodus into Jordan (should 
that ever happen),” Dr. Majaii 
was quoted as saying. 

Dr. Majaii abo said be did 


not believe tbe Palestinian 
leadership intends to allow a 
mass departure of Palestinians 
from the occupied territories 
because such a development 
“would hurt (the Palestinians) 
as much as it would Jordan." 

If there is a mass influx of 
Palestinians into Jordan, “we 
will simply dose the bridges 
and not allow entry to any 
one,” another senior official 
told the Jordan Times Friday. 
“And Jordan will not be 
blamed for such action." 

A well-placed analyst said 
Jordan, which severed admi- 
nistrative and legal ties with 
the West Bank in 1988, 

(Continued on page IQ) 


Syria reports surprising 
progress in peace talks 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
Moving beyond an Israeli- 
Palestinian peace agreement, 
which both rides say is all but 
Signed, Middle- East negotiators 
indicate a deal with Syria isrwithin 
reach and Jordan arc Lebanon 
are not far behind. 

Syrian negotiator Mouaffak Ai 
Aflaf said at the end of Thurs- 
day's session s his team was now 
focusing on “the most important 
wanes” m talks with the Israelis, 
and said be hoped ’ to reach an 
outline agreement by the end of 
this round. 

- Chief Israeli negotiator fa. the 
Syrian talks, Itamar Rabinovich, 
said: “We made pro g re s s and we 
reached agreement on points that 
fa earlier rounds seemed... un- 
bridgeable and suddenly this 
week they became bridgeable.” 

The end of this 11th round of 
peace talks — Sept. 9 — will 
almost definitely see the signing 
in Washington of a peace agree- 
ment between representatives of 
Israel and the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO). 

’ 'Also likely is an ag reem ent on 
Israeli-PLO recognition that 


would have been impossible 
when this peace process began 22 
months ago. 

“If there is an announcement 
by the PLO to recognise Israel 
- and stop terror, these are the two 
conditions, then Israel will make 
the decision to recognise tiie 
FLO,” Environment Minister 
Yossi Sand told Reuters. 

“There have been no negotia- 
tions between the Israelis and the 
Palestinians tins week,” said the 
second-ranking Palestinian nego- 
tiator, Saeb ErakaL 

“Tbe Palestinian delegation no 
longer has a role to play. We 
haven’t received any instructions 
and all we do is go to the State 
Department and leave again,” he 


Damascus praises 
Israeli seriousness 


The Palestinian delegation had 
been ta k e n aback by the accord 
that provides for mutual Israeli- 
PLO recognition and limited 
Palestinian self-rule in Gaza and 
the West Bank town of Jericho. 

They also found themselves 
upstaged by the FLO leadership, 
which would usurp all their au- 
thority once recognised. 

(Continued am page 3) 


DAMASCUS (R)— Syria Friday 
praised Israeli seriousness in the 
U.S.-brokered Middle East peace 
talks and held out the prospect of 
a “firm, solid, real, honourable, 
just and comprehensive" peace 
agreement. 

A commentary on Damascus 
Radio repeated Syria's well- 
known demands for a complete 
Israeli withdrawal from the terri- 
tories occupied in the 1967 Mid- 
dle East war and said Syria would 
not allow Israel to blackmail it. 

But veteran observers of the 
Syrian media said the praise and 
the fluiTy of adjectives to de- 
scribe any future peace were sig- 
nificant. 

The radio said the first week of 
talks in the 11 th round of tbe 
peace talks in Washington had 
ended with nothing new “with the 
exception . of the seriousness 
shown by the Israeli side in tack- 


ling all the issues under discus- 
sion.” 

The afternoon commentary 
said Israel knew Syria's position 
on foil withdrawal from the 
Golan Heights- 

The success of the 11th round, 
it added, depended on Israeli 
compliance with Security Council 
resolutions on the Middle East 
and withdrawal from occupied 
Arab land. 

When Israel “submits to the 
principle of land for peace and 
declares its readiness to return 
tiie occupied’ lands, it will find the 
road to peace dear and will find 
all the Arabs responsive to all the 
requirements of tbe peace pro- 
cess,” it said. 

Israel will also find the Arabs 
“serious in establishing a just, 
comprehensive, durable and firm 

(Co ntin u e d on page 5) 


Peres: PLO accord 
advances Syria track 


Israeli army Ores 
on Gazan protest 


Combined agency desp a iring 

PARIS — Israel's agreement 
with the Palestinians on self-rule 
could advance negotiations with 
the Syrians, Israeli Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres said here 
on Friday. 

. ' “With the Syrians, there -has to 
be a change fa realities, not just 
atmosphere, I think that the 
accord with the Palestinians could 
push forward negotiations a lot,” 
Mr. Peres said after a working 
breakfast with his French coun- 
terpart Alain- Juppe. 

Mr. Peres arrived in France 
from Brussels on a diplomatic 
swing in the. wake of the break- 
. through in tbe Middle East peace 
negotiations. Under' tbe agree- 
ment, which Mr. Peres negoti- 
ated secretly in Norway, auton- 
omy wfll start fa the Gaza Strip 
and the West Bank town of 
Jericho. 

In Tonis, a senior Palestine 
Liberation Or gan is a tion (PLO) 
official said Friday he expected 
the PLO, Jordan, Syria and 
Lebanon to sign peace accords 
with laud together. 

“I think they will sign together 
at the same time, because there is 
important progr ess on tiie Syrian 
track, tiie accord with Jordan is 
ready, and- that leaves Lebanon, 
winch also could be ready,” PLO 
Executive Committee member 
Yasser Rabbo told Reuters. 

Mr. Peres also said the Palesti- 
nian self-rote accord and mutual 
recognition between Israel and 
the PLO were separate issues that 
(fid not require simultaneous 


Mr. Perea said Israel c 
visit to occupied areas 


Chairman Yasser Arafat as long 
as the mutual recognition issue 
was unresolved. 

“There are two separate 
issues,” Mr. Peres told toe Paris- 


Tbe self-rule accord could take 
effect before the mutual recogni- 
tion issue was solved, said tbe 
Israeli minister. 

But asked if Mr. Arafat and bis 
associates could then establish 
themselves in Jericho. Mr. Peres 
said: “If there is (mutual) recog- 
nition, yes. Otherwise, no." 

Asked if last month’s initialling 
of the self-rule accords between 
Israeli and PLO officials fa Oslo 
(fid not in itself represent Israeli 
recognition of tbe PLO, Mr. 
Peres replied: 

“Yes and no. There is a differ- 
ence between formal recognition 
and tbe current situation.” 

Mr. Juppe also met bens Friday 
with United Nations Secretary 
General Boutros Ghali, who said 
afterwards that he was “at the 
disposition of the Israelis and tbe 
Palestinians if faey need an inter- 
national ora United Nations pre- 
sence, either Gaza or Jericho." 

In his talks with Mr. P ores, Mr. 
Juppe paid tribute to the Israeli 
foreign minister’s “dear thinking 
and courage,” saying “it is in all 
our interests that wbaf is going on 
tbe Middle East should succeed.” 
“France supports the action of 
the Israeli government, approves 
the courage of the accord and 
hopes that negotiations underway 
towards mutual recognition of 
Israel and tbe Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation will come to 
fruition as soon as possible.” - 

(C onti nued on page 5) 


OCCUPIED GAZA (Agencies). 
— Israeli troops shot and wound- 
ed four Palestinians fa the occu- 
pied Gaza Strip Friday, three of 
them at a Muslim fundamentalist' 
rally against a Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation self-role deal 
with the Jewish state, Palestinians. 


Soldiers fa the Jabaiya refugee 
camp opened fire cm an Islamic 
Jihad procession of more than 
1,000 demonstrators chanting 
"Death to Israel, death to Amer- 
ica,” the sources said. 

Three of the marchers were 
moderately wounded, they 
added. 

Palestinians said that in a sepa- 
rate incident soldiers shot and 
seriously wounded Gaza City re? 
odent Mahmoud Ayyad. 

Mr. Ayyad was taken to hospit- 
al in Israel after the shooting east 
of the dty, they added. No other 
details were available. 


The army said it was checking 
both reports. 

The march began after Friday 
prayers at a mosque fa the Gaza 
town of Brit Lanya, about one 
kOometre from Jabaiya. 

Islamic Jihad, which organised 
the protest, opposes any talks 
with Israel and was a target of 
Israel's December expulsion of 
415 activists to South Lebanon. 

The protestera held up Palesti- 
nian flags and chanted slogans 
against any d$al between PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat and 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin. Demonstrators chanted: 

“Arafat, tdl Rabin that self- 
rule will not be." 

The Islamic Resistance 
Movement Hamas said on Friday 
it killed an Israeli soldier in the 
West Bank on Thursday as part 
of a campaign to wreck any 

(Continued on page 5) 


The Embassy of the state of Qatar 
to Jordan 

Announces that the celebration, which is 
going to be held at the Forte Grand Hotel 
on Sat. 4 Sept 1993, on the occasion of 
the 22nd anniversary of the Qatari Nation- 
al Day, will be at 6.00 o'clock, instead of 
7.00, to 9.00 

The embassy thanks all those who 
will be attending. 
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U.S. trying to raise financing 
for Palestinian self-rule 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
The Clinton administration is 
trying to help line up rhe hun- 
dreds of millions of dollars it will 
take to start up Palestinian self- 
rule* in the Israeli-occupied West 
Bank and Gaza. Most of it is to 
come from the Mideast. Europe 
and Japan. 

An international aid package, 
as well as the prospect of millions 
more down the road, was an 
essential sweetener for. convinc- 
ing the financially strapped Pales- 
tine Liberation 'Organisation 
(PLO) to accept the accord with 
Israel on self-government, said 
experts and officials familiar with 
the Mideast negotiations. 

The money is also viewed as 
vital to the success of the five- ' 
year interim self-government 
plan, worked out in secret Israel- 
PLO talks, which it is hoped will 
serve as a catalyst for Mideast 
peace. 

“If the Palestinians see no eco- 
nomic benefit from this agree- 
ment. if their lives continue to be 
miserable and desperate, then 
how can this succeed?” asked one 
U.S. official close to the 22- 
month Arab-Israeli peace talks. 

Before the Israel-PLO agree- 
ment was reached Aug. 20. the 
United States had promised the 
Palestinians a package on the 
order of S18Q million a-year for 
an indefinite period to run an 
interim self-government once it 
was established, said a source 
familia r with the U.S. proposal, 
who spoke only on condition of 
anonymity. 

But with an agreement actually 
reached — albeit without direct 
U.S. involvement — work is 
being stepped up to come up with 
exact figures and get donations 
from other countries. 

“The' funds. I think, will come 
-primarily from others,’* said 
Secretary of State Warren Christ- 
opher in an interview Thursday 
with National Public Radio. “The 
United States, as usual, will do its 
part, and I think we will try to 
help facilitate the contributions,” 
he added. 

The United States is willing to 
contribute up to $50 million in' 
discretionary funds — money it 
would not need to get from Con- 
gress. said one official who spoke 
on condition of anonymity. 

Earlier this year, the United b 
States sought promises of help 
from Japan, the European Com- ... 
munity and the Gulf states. All 
had promised to do so in princi- 
ple, and U.S. officials are now 
reestablishing contact to lock in 
specifics. 

The Scandinavian countries 
have pledged some $150 million 
for the so-called early empower- 
ment fund, and the Europeans 
and Japanese are said to be think- 
ing of raising about $100 million 


togerher. 

The Gulf countries including 
Saudi Arabia and Kuwait — 
which shut off assistance to the 
Palestinians to punish them for 
the PLO’s support of Iraq in the 
Gulf war — have promised some 
$100 million for a Palestinian 
government, said James Zogby. 
executive director of the Arab 
American Institute. 

And Israel has promised to 
transfer tax money it collects 
annually from the Palestinians to 
the self-government authority 
once it’s established. That figure 
is estimated at $380 million 
annually, said Leonard Hous- 
man. director of Harvard Uni- 
versity's Institute for Social and 
Economic Policy in the Middle 
East. - * 

In addition to money for the 
Palestinian government, the PLO 
is asking for emergency money to 
cover deficits accrued by hospit- 
als. universities and other institu- 
tions in the occupied territories 
since the Gulf money was cut off 
in war. Mr. Housman said. 

That figure, said Mr. Zogby. is 
estimated at $120 million. 

Mr. Housman. who met with 
Mr. Arafat in Tunis last Friday, 
said that in addition to the aid for 
the Palestinian self-government, 
studies have shown that an infu- 
sion of some $500 million to $700 
million annually would be needed 
to get the Palestinian economy 
moving once it emerges from 
Israel's control. 

The PLO has been talking to 
the World Bank, as well as the 
European Community, about 
money for such future develop- 
ment and infrastructure projects. 

Mr. Zogby said discussions 
were also underway to establish a 
private West Bank development 
bank with money from -wealthy 
Palestinian expatriates. 


day: 

. Japan has already earmarked 
$12 million in its 1993 budget 
(April 93-March 94) for United 
Nations funds for Palestinian re- 
fugees from the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip and has committed aid 
worth $3 million to a Japanese- 
Palestinian development fund 
through the U.N.'s development 
programme. 


ECU Foods scarce. 


While the European Commun- 


ity (EC) has pledged support for 
Dians to extend autonomy to 
lians in the Middle East, 


the money to back the 
could be hard fo find, EC officials 
‘warned Friday. 

One official, speaking on con- 
dition that be not be identified, 
said the European Commission, 
through which much European 
aid is channelled, had little lee- 
way to increase spending in the 
Middle East. 


“Already there is nothing left 
for Bosnia,” another said, refer- 
ring to the relief effort to save 
victims of the civil war in the 
former Yugoslav republic from 
starvation in the coming winter. 

"We can always find the money 
for emergency aid of five or six 
million dollars. It will be impossi- 
ble for us to go much fiirther 
unless EC governments give us 
the money, the EC official said. 


'Japan ready. with aid* 


Japan is ready to provide large- 
scale aid to Palestinians in the 
event of a formal agreement be- 
tween Palestinians and Israel, the 
conservative daily Sankei said 
Friday. . 

The government plans to set 
out its views on this issue during 
talks next Thursday and Friday 
with senior foreign ministry offi- 
cials of the . two countries in 
Tokyo, said the paper in its un- 
sourced report. 

On Thursday a Japanese Fore- 
ign Ministry official indicated that 
Tokyo was studying possible 
financial aid to an autonomous 
Palestinian authority which could 
emerge from the agreement be- 
tween Israel and the PLO. 

An Israeli diplomat confirmed 
Friday in Tokyo that Israel had 
infoirnaily raised the issue with 
Japanese authorities on Thurs- 


. But another official said EC 
capitals had given a cool recep- 
tion to Washington’s so-called 
marshall plan for massive interna- 
tional assistance to underpin the 
Palestinian self-government pro- 
ject 

Israeli. Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres said during a visit to 
EC headquarters on Thursday 
that the United States and the. 
European Community had prom- 
ised to make the project “a poli- 
tical and economic success/* 

The Israeli-Palestinian accord 
was warmly welcomed by the EC 
this week. European Commission 
President Jacques Delors said 
during Mr. Peres’ visit: “When 
the actors (in the Middle East) 
have need of os, they will find 
us.” . 


But fire commission .has, given 
little indication that it is ready to 
go beyond cooperation and aid 
plans already under way dr about 
to be finalised, or such projects as 
training the Palestinians for self- 
government. 


Next Wednesday the ECs ex- 
ecutive is due to release - details of 


an updated cooperation accord 
with Israel, in response to Israeli 
demands for fairer access to the 
community market than con- 
tained in an existing 1975 accord. 



Iraqi children in Amara, southern Iraq, in the “no-ffight” zone 
(AFP photo). 


Iran-backed rebels step 
up raids in southern Iraq 


HAYDARIYA (R) — ShTrte 
dissidents, trained and armed by 
Iran, have recently escalated 
attacks on targets in southern 
Iraq, the inhabitants of this reed 
village told foreign reporters on 
Thursday. 

“Infiltration from the Iranian 
side goes on. Three days ago they 
(rebels) attacked Galat Saleh 
with rocket propelled grenades,” 
Sheikh Mohammad Qassim 
Abdullah said. 

“The army * and tribesmen 
chased them off,” he added. 

Galat Saleh is about 60 
kilometres from the Iranian bor- 
der close to the Baghdad- Basra 
highway and 430 kilometres south 
of Baghdad. 

H ay d any a, where Sheikh 
Abdullah had set up his mudtrif 
(guest house), is dose to the 
extensive Huwieza marshes strad- 
dling the border into Iran. 

lie Iran-backed exiled Shfite 
opposition said last month 
thousands of people from the 
southern marshes fled to Iran in 
the face- of an- Iraqi offensive and - 
attempts to drain the area. 

But die marsh Arabs of this 
village said the water this year 
was' higher than last year. 

Sheikh Abdullah gathered his 
men who formed a huge circle, 
dancing the husa (war dance] 
once reporters, escorted by Iraqi 
officials got off their cars. 

Barefoot children and women 
hoisted sticks and dubs in the air 
and waved pictures of Iraqi Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein. 

’ Sheikh Abdullah said he had 


3,000 men under arms, all living 
in simple reed houses in Haydar- 
iya. 

But he complained that the 
Huwaiza marshes were now too 
dangerous for his people to take 
their 'water bufalloes to. 

“It takes the rebels two hours 
to reach .tihe land. They use motor 
boats which can Carry as many as 
12 armed men,” he said. 

Part of Huweiza was drained 


dry by Iraq to fend off repeated 
lian offensives during the 


Iranian 

1980-1988 Iraq-Iran war. 

Across the (fry land were emp- 
ty tank bunkers, ditches, watch 
towers and long earth embank- 
ments-*- leftovers from the eight- 
year war. 

“They even -attack file high- 
way, plundering travellers and 
taking people hostage.” he stud. 

Jab bar Sghcri Swadi said he 
had ’six bufalloes, but can no 
take them to the swampy 
I for fear of the “infiltrators.” 

“Sometimes we send women to 
guide the animals into the mar- 
shes, tiiey do hot' attack women,” 
he said. "We go to the ^hur 
(marshes) but stay on' the' fringes 
and have to be bad: by- noOri” 

Mohammad Hussein, with ab- 
out 20 bufalloes, the largest herd 
in the village, said numbers of the 
animal, the mainstay of the marsh 
Arabs, were decreasing at an 
alarming rate- 

"They need the marsh water 
for food and to escape the scor- 
ching heat but we cannot have 
them there as long as they want,” 
Hussein said. 


Search for Aideed evolves into high-tech hunt 


By Reid G. Miller 

The Associated Press 


MOGADISHU — The U.S. 
Navy P-3 Orion drones high over 
Mogadishu, tracing a precise pat- 
tern through the sky in a high- 
tech search for one man in a 
million. 

The mission is specific: Find 
Mohammad Farrah Aideed. the 
elusive Somali warlord accused 
by rhe United Nations of master- 
minding dozens of attacks on 
U.N. personnel. Four Americans 
and 24 Pakistanis are among the 
casualties. 

From its position nearly 1.5 
kilometre High, the Orion could 
count the hairs on General 
Aideed’s balding head — if only 
it can find him. 

The navy has long used the 
four-engine Orion to hunt for 
submarines and more recently for 
drug smugglers along America's 
long coasts. Flying at 1,500 
metres, it is packed with ultra- 
modern electronics — highly 
sensitive listening devices and 
cameras that when used in space 


can capture the state motto off 
an automobile license plate. 

But to find Gen. Aideed. the 
Orion and a clutch of high-tech 
helicopters with similar capabili- 
ties will also need luck. 

The search involves scanning a 
city that the fugitive knows like 
the back of his hand and where 
many of its one million residents 
support him. 

Jonathan Howe, the retired 
U.S. admiral who is in overall 
charge of the-U.N- operation in 
Somalia, says Gen. Aideed’s day- 
by-day whereabouts are generally 
known. 

Others are not so sure. 

“Aideed appears to leave little 
trace of a signature and that is a 
challenge even with our technolo- 
gy." said Major David Stockwell, 
a spokesman for the military side 
of the U.N. operation. 

In communications intelli- 
gence, a “singature” is a com- 
monly used radio frequency, a 
recognisable voice on constantly 
changing frequencies or a familiar 
pattern of non-voice communica- 
tions. Even if those communica- 
tions are encoded, they can be 


recognised and their sources pin- 
pointed. 

The search for Gen. Aideed 
.began after 24 Pakistani 
peacekeepers were killed June 5 
in a series of ambushes in south 
Mogadishu, the part of the city 
controlled by Gen. Aideed. 

A week later, U.N. forces be- 
gan their own nightly air and 
ground assaults on Gen. Ai deed’s 
weapons daches. On June 17, 
Howe announced what was 
already dear, that Gen. Aideed 
was a wanted man. and the Un- 
ited Nations put a $25,000 bounty 
on bis head. 

The U.N. attacks induded a 
fiery bombardment of Gen. 
Aideed's home and prindpai 
command and control centre on 
July 12. The International Red 
Cross says 54 Somalis died and 
174 were wounded. 

In retaliation, a Somali mob set 
upon reporters, photographers 
and television news crews with 
knives, rocks and guns, killing an 
Assodated Press photographer 
and three Reuters employees. 

The assaults drove Ge>n. 
Aideed underground and brought 


a backlash from some countries, 
U.S. lawmakers and charitable 
organisations. Critics said the 
United Nations, in seeking to 
punish the warlord, was forsaking 
the humanitarian role that 
brought it to Somalia in the first 
place. 

Admiral Howe and the U.N. 
military argued otherwise. They 
could continue their effort to 
capture Gen. Aideed. they said, 
without jeopardising their mis- 
sion to rebuild a country shat- 
tered by three years of civil war, 
famine and anarchy. More than 
350,000 people died in 1992 alone 
before U.S. troops were dispatch- 
ed in December; the United Na- 
tions assumed control in May. 

The search for Gen. Aideed 
went on, but with a much lower 
profile. That changed Aug. 8, 
when a remotely detonated mine 
blew up a U.S. military vehicle 
and killed four Americans. The 
attack was blamed on Gen. 
Aideed. 

The search quickly shifted from 
low gear into high. 

President Bill Clinton autho- 


rised the deployment of 400 elite 
Rangers . to Somalia to augment 
the army's rapid reaction force of 
1.150 soldiers already on hand. 
The Americans assist* a U.N. 
force of 25,000 from 28 countries 
including 4,000 U.S. logistics per- 
sonnel, but remain under U.S. 
command. 


The Rangers brought the tools, 
training and skills that the U.N. 
coalition lacked in previous 
efforts to capture Gen. Aideed. 
Not least among these tools is the 
Orion. 


‘technology can’t do the 
j. Stockwell said. 


Still. 

job alone,” Maj. 

“and other forms of intelligence, 
like human intelligence, are often 
imprecise. " 

It is human intelligence that the 
U.N. military effort appears most 
lacking. There has been no rush 
of Somalis claiming the $25,000 
reward. 

“Some people support Aideed. 
others are indifferent,” Maj. 
Stockwell said. “Those who live 
in the large middle ground will 
probably not dispute his presence 
in their areas.” 


Drogoul 

pleads 

guilty 

in BNL 
Iraq 

loan case 


ATLANTA (AP) — A . banker 
who says he was made a 
scapegoat for failed U.S. policy in 
the Middle East has pleaded guil- 
ty. to making nnantrorised loans 
~ ^Christopher Drogoul’s plea 
came ‘just six days before he was 
to go cm federal trial orr 70-count 
bank-fraud indictment charging 
him with making $5.5. billion in 
illegal loans to. Iraq. Some of the 
money helped fund Iraq’s milit- 
ary before the Gulf war. 

Mr. DrogouTs attorneys had 
subpoenaed former President 
George Bosh to testify. 

Last fell, Mr. Drogoul pleaded 
guilty to some of the charges but 
withdrew the plea during a politi- 
cally charged sentencing hearing. 

Attorney General Janet Reno 
approved the new deal. Justice 
Department spokesman Carl 
Stern said. It includes guilty pleas 
to me count of wire fraud and 
two counts of making false state- 
ments to bank regulators. 

"“With these three counts, the 
government achieved the likely 
prison term which would have 
been achieved no matter how 
many counts yon took fo trial,” 
Mr: Stern said. “It would have 
been pointless fo go to trial.” 
Mr. Drougoul, who will be 
sentenced Nov. 29, coukl receive 
up to 60 years in prison. His 
attorney, Robert Simels, said he 
would ask U.S. District Judge G. 
Ernest Tidwell to limit Mr. Dro- 
goul’s sentence fo the 17 months 
be has already served. 

Mr. Simels said Mr. Drogoul 
agreed fo the plea “as a result of 
the urging of his family to termin- 
ate the nightmare of this Alice-in- 
wanderland setting” and get him 
out of prison sooner. 

Mr. Drogoul, the former 
Atlanta Brandi manager for Ita- 
ly’s state-owned Banca Nazionale 
del Lavoro, was accused of fun- 
nelling $5.5 billion to Iraq 
through loans and predir.pgn^- 
meats, and hiding thie deals from 
BNL ^officials and .U.S. regula- 
tors. 

Before withdrawing his plea 
last year, Mr. Drougal said his 
actions were approved by BNL 
head q u a rters in Rome and that 
the U.S. government was aware 
of file deals. 

Arguing that file loans fo Iraq 
were consistent with U.S. policy 
towards Iraq in the 1980s, Mr. 
Drogoul’s attorney had called file 
case “the mother of all cover- 


ups. 


For his sentencing hearing last 
year, his lawyers claimed Dro- 
was being made a scapegoat 
_ _ „ failures of then 

President Bush. Congressional 
critics, led by House Banking 
Committee chairman Henry 
Gonzalez, made similar 
last year as Mr. Bush was 
reflection. 

Mr. Drogoul was indicted in 
1991, about 116 years after the 
BNL office in Atlanta was raided 
by the FBI. 

He was accused, among other 
things, of using an Agriculture 
Department programme de- 
signed to promote rum exports, 
fo get the money to Iraq. At the 
time, most banks were refusing to 
loan money to Iraq because of its 
poor credit record. 

Five BNL- Atlanta co-workers 
had pleaded guilty and were pre- 
pared to testify against Mr. Dro- 
goul, prosecutors said. Last 
month, U.S. District Judge Mar- 
vin Sboob sentenced them to 
probation, calling them bit play- 
ers in the scheme. 

Mr. Drogoul has originally in- 
dicted in 1991 on 347 counts, but 
prosecutora issued a revised 70- 
count indictment in July. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Israel bars Arab-American from convenes 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Israel has refused entry fo an Arab-American 
scheduled to speak at a conference on non-violent solutions to the 
Palestinian- Israeli conflict, conference organisers said Ttwrsdiy. 
Mubarak Awad, 49.- director of the Washington, D.G-buaj 
Non-Violence International, was to be the keynote speaker atjjgg 
conference, a statement said. Palestinians and Israelis for Notf. 
Violent, the group that organised the. conference, petitioned 
Israeli high court to reverse the government’s decision and aBow 
Dr. Awad into the country. The court has agreed fo a hearing, fret 
has scheduled it for Sept. 6, the day before the c onferen ce, tufa 
Braycr, the attorney representing Palestinians and Israelis far 
Non-Violence, raid the group would present its case m fee hope 
that Dr. Awad will attend the last part of fire c o nference. The 
J erusalem-born Awad became a U.S. citizen durum a 13-year stay 
in the United States but returned in 1983 to found the- Centre for 
the Study of Non-Violence. The Israeli government deported 
in June 1988, saying be had encouraged violence in -the occupied 
territories, did not have a legal residence permit and was in Israel 
under an expired visa in his American passport. He now fives in 
Wapakoneta, Ohio. Dr. A wad’s attorneys juaintained he did not 
need a visa and should have been allowed permanent residence 
since be was born in Jerusalem before Israel seized the city’s Arab 
section in the *1967 Arab-Israeli war. 


A 


Israel disputes U.N. protest over shooting 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — Israel took issue on Thursday with a 
recent U.N. protest over an. incident in the Gaza Strip m winch 
several U.N. medical staff were wounded by rubber bullets. In fe 
letter fo Secretary-General Boutros Gbali, Israeli U.N. envoy Gad 


Yaacobi raid the Aug. 26 protest, accompanied by a request for ah 

ie full acconrit 


investigation, was “one-sided and does not reflect the 
of the events that took place.” The U.N. Relief and Works 
for Palestine Refugee (UNRWA) bad reported that an 
border policeman sitting in the back of a Jeep outside an UNRWA 
clinic in Khan Younts on Aug. 21 suddenly fired rubber buBets at p 
clearly marked U-N. ambulance surrounded by. five medical 
personnel wearing white uniforms. Mr. Yaacobi smd the incx&pt 
occurred after an Israeli army patrol was attacked by ftbhe- 


tbrowers and a soldier severely injured after being fait on the head 
by a slab of concrete. After evacuating the injured man, who 
remained m critical condition, the Israeli patrol chased and fined 
rubber bullets at the stone-throwers, some of whom found shelter 


in the nearby dime. “Four UNRWA personnel who were at the 
ate. at that time were reported to suffer injuries.” Mr. Yaacobi 


said. He added: “The Israeli military authorities assert that tfaq3s 
not fee first time that stone- throwers sought shelter m&gfe 
UNRWA facilities or that local UNRWA personnel and their 
vehicles, were present at a time of such event . 


Yemen puts efforts to heal Kuwait ties on hold 


SANAA (R> — Yemen, its relations with Gulf Arab states soured 
by its support* for Iraq during the Gulf crisis, said on Thursday it 
bad put efforts to mend fences with Kuwait on hold. But Forejgb 
Minister Mohammad Salem B asendw a said that his country was 
holding serious negotiations with Saudi Arabia on solving a border 
dispute and both sides wanted an agreement. Mr. Basendwa said 
efforts at reconciliation with Kuwait had been met by insults frpin 
some Kuwaitis, and Yemen was now putting these efforts on hold. 
“We say the ball is now in the Kuwaitis' court... it’s up to them,” 
he told a news conference. Mr. Basendwa has been trying to mend 
fences with former Gulf Arab allies angered by Yemen’s sympathy 
for Iraq following its 1990 invasion of Kuwait. Yemen, he said, was 
ready for any positive move from Kuwait, but it was being pushed 
towards “opposition” coun tries , Mr . Basendwa said Yemen and 
Saudi, Arabia: were; trying negotiate an^nricabtepndTo.fi^ir 

dispute over a potentially oil-rich border area between' the two 
countries. "Serious negotiations are going on over the border 
problem and there is a joint wish to solve it.” he said. Tbe U.S. ml 
company Hunt, which has an oil production agreement with 
Yemen, said Wednesday it had received a letter from a Saudi 
official which “expressed concerns" about an accord with Yemcri 
granting the company drilling rights near the border with SauY*j 
Arabia. 


^ F ’ 


iiSp 


British solicitor held in Cyprus released 


NICOSIA (R) — .A British solicitor, wanted in the United States 
for alleged conspiracy to jell stolen British treasury UHs was 
arrested on arrival in Cyprus on Thursday but released on bail. The 
Larnaca district court will hear an application for the extradition of 
Jeffrey Anthony Kershaw, 45, on Monday. Mr. Kershaw, from 
London, is wanted by U.S. authorities over an alleged conspiracy 
to sell treasury bills worth $80 million which originated from fee 
theft of treasury bills worth £280 million ($420 million) from the 
British treasury, police said. Cyprus state counsel Eleni Loizidou 
fold the court the United States would ask for the Briton’s 
extradition. The court rejected her request for Mr. Kershaw’s 
remand in custody for eight days until the relevant documents 
arrived from America. Defence counsel Nicos derides objected to 
fee request, saying tbe United States had asked but failed to secure 
his client’s extradition from Britain. Mr. Kershaw was released on 
bail of 3,000 Cyprus pounds ($6,000) and ordered to report to the 
police three times a day. * ■»- 




U.S. opposes Iraq’s entry to conference 


GENEVA (afp) The Umted States has opposed the entry’ of 
tr, the international disarmament conference in a decision that 
' sharply criticised, U.N. diplomatic officials said Friday. 
One Latin American diplomat condemned the U.S. veto as “not 
1 “ J but short-righted.” And even some of America's 
. __ * iave reacted angrily to tbe decision. It is feared 

mat me U.S. stance could jeopardise a conference decision taken 
three weeks ago to start multilateral talks on a total ban on nueftar 
tests. It is one of the measures being taken by the H M*w i |n « K »|s> 
conference to reinforce efforts to secure a world-wide - 1 *- 


I • • 

I .; - 


- , — _ — ; * secure a world-wide soib 

proliferation of nuclear weapons. But it is widely felt that for such 
measures to be effective, they have to be applied and enforced ! 
acras more counfries than just fee 40 conference members. Sol 
aror years of deliberation, the conference was on the point- of 

wideauig its membership to include 23 other countries, ‘ 

mem Iraq, South Africa, Israel, North -Korea, * 
Vietnam. 
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• Arab-European instability 


. By Sa’eda Kilntii 
* ' Special to the Jordan Tones 


; ’AMMAN — WhDe religious 
'extremism, lack of democracy 
v and clandestine immigration 
.we considered by Ac West as 

■ the major reasons hindering 
" progr ess and provoking insta- 

■ baity between the Arab and 
..European countries, the Arabs 
* afp* e that poor economic con- 

4 'l .dmons in the Arab World and 
pKtfae lack of Western aid lead to 
]i such consequences. 

In their working papers on 
aftmdamentaKsn), tnmwn rights 
.and immigration submitted at 
"the . two-day meeting of the 
--L>Arab-Enrqpc an Dialogne held 
r.. at Forte Grand Hotel, Arab 
researchers and ex pci la ex- 
pressed their concern over 
p .Western misconceptions of 
Arabs and what they see as 
raga iff icient economic sn ppor t 
•by the West of the Arab 
‘.World's development. 

' - ' Th ey say that religious ex- 
I ", tremism, or fanrianwmtalkin 
: ’-“as the West tends- to put it” is 

-■fty and ctf^^^W^tern 
■towards the Arab World, 
r. In his paper on the causes of 
irreligious extremism (fun- 
Su 


damentalism) in the Arab 
countries, Ahmad Sidqi A1 Da- 
jani, president of the Higher 
• Council of Education at the 
Palestine liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO), said the principal 
causes of religious extre mi sm * 
are: the imperialist practices in 
the Arab countries tbat have a 
“racist, aggressive character,” 
the double standard policy 
used by the U.S. which chives 
people “to adopting extremist 
thought and consequently us- 
ing violence in confronting it,” 
the International Monetary 
Fund’s policies that 
certain conditions on these 
countries; and the lack of 
democracy in the Arab com£ 
tries. 

“These countries suffer in 
tern from institutional violence 
coupled with total failure to 
communicate with youths who 
fall prey to such kinds of vio- 
lence and consequently reb- 

gkms violence grows in their 
milieu,” Mr. Dajani said. 

Senator Laila Sharaf, who 
chaired the Thursday evening 
session, said in her concluding 
statement that the human 
rights issue, which is promoted 
and urged for by the West is 
being used as a weapon against 
the Arab countries who “will 


. be . the victims of human 
rights.” 

Questioning die reasons be- 
hind Europe’s lack of attention 
attributed to the region (Arab 
countries) wink: there is a no- 
ticeable support given to 
Israel, President of Noor A1 
Hussein Foundation, Tnaam 
Mufti said, “there isn’t the 
support one expects to have on 
the economic level which is 
consequently rate of the causes 
of rising religious extremism.” 

In his response to questions 
raised by the Arab side on 
Europe’s policy towards Arab 
countries, Belgian Senator Ro- 
sier Henneuse said that 
iurope is not perfect in un- 
iting human rights: But 
: does not aim to be- 
come an imperialist.” 

The two-day meeting which 
raided Thursday was viewed by 
Many participants as one of the 
positive steps taken to enhance 
dialogne and understanding 
between Europeans 'ana 
Arabs. However, as some par- 
ticipants pouted out, there 
hasn’t been actual participa- 
tion from France or Germany 
or other European countries 
and majority of than represent 
Arab countries. 
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106,000 wre unemployed in ’92 

kj&MMAN (Petra) — Surveys 
ducted by the National Aid 1 


con- 
Fund 

_ -on unemployment in Jor- 
have revealed that by the end 
’pf 1992 there were 106,000 job 
"stokers in the Kingdom, accmmt- 
■&g for 15 per cent of the total 
workforce. 

. .NAF Director General 
’Mbhammad Simadi said tint 75 
cent of these unemployed 
viduals were graduates of 
uxnimty colleges, technical in- 
^'siftutes and universities, 
’‘^fating that the number of un- 
,* deployed in 1991 was 127,000, 
Simadi said the NAF yras 
Striving to deal with tile problem 
.irf several ways and contributing 
^effectively to related national 
i&Qforts. 

One wayto tackle the problem, 


said [Sr. Simadi, is to encourage 
job seekers to obtain training in a 
trade that is currently in demand 
in die local labour market. He 
said others could be helped to 
start, their small size income- 
generating projects or businesses. 

Each year at least 46,000 peo- 
ple enter the Jordanian labour 
market which can create only 
32JOOO jobs annually, given that 
the economy continues to grow at 
the rate of four to five per cent. 
Dr. Simadi explained. 

Unless a ppropriate measures 
are taken to deal with unemploy- 
ment at the national level, he 
warned that the problem could 
soon assume very serious propor- 
tions and would be impossible to 
handle. 


In the coming stage, the NAF, 
which helps needy families 
through monthly cash assistance 
or grants and loans for 
businesses, plans to adopt a de- 
centralised system to reach all 
sectors and as man y needy per- 
sons as possible, Dr. Simadi said. 

He said that the NAF was 
cooperating with the Queen Alia 
Jordan Social Welfare Fund 
rov in exal governors and 
m carrying 

out its services. 

The NAF plans to conduct 
studies mi socio-economic condi- 
tions of clusters of villages in the 
rural regions prior to considering 
initiating income-gene ratin g pro- 
tects for them as groups, Dr. 
Simadi explained. 
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(Continued from page 1) • ^oifembMsies. 


u~^An Israeli official in Washing- 
ton said that the draft agreement 
:Onty needed signing as it had kmg 

been settled and that the two 
delegations were “amply passing 
the time together.” 

At PLO headquarters in Tunis, 
'Hakam Balawi, a dose aide to 
d*LO leader Yasser Arafat, said 
wr Thursday tb- PLO and Israel 
were in the final stage of negotiat- 
iing a deal cm recognition. 

. 'Slut even some Palestinians 
■who support the peace process 
-saw flaws in the plan for mutual 
dstaeb-PLO recognition. 

. -.1 “think generally there is more 
"opposition than acceptance 
‘{among Palestinians in the occu- 
•pied territories) because it leaves 
.out these important issues such as 
"tire question of (Jewish) settle- 
ments and jurisdiction,” one 
Palestinian source said. 

On the Jordanian front, senior 
officials in Amman have saidthat 
"barring any last-minute surprises’ 
Jordan will have the joint doco- 
jnent. ready for condusion with 
Israel next Thursday. 

1 Agreement between Israel and 
^Lebanon is likely to foflow closely 
^behind its protector, Syria. 
,.r^yria insisted tbat Israel should 
tjegnmit itself to a total withdrsw- 
jj-irom the Golan Heights. Israel 
jefiasedtedisaissl^rar it might • 
.withdraw until Syria said whether 
iiijwoukl agree to a full peace 
Jpcluding open borders and 


A Syrian source said a Middle 
East shuttle by Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher a month ago 
had clarified tint Syria was ready 
to go beyond a simple ending of 
the state of war if Israel was ready 
for total withdrawal from the 
Golan. 

“Our people, when talking ab- 
out peace, can talk more freely 
now. We win jee if the Israelis 
can talk more freely about with- 
drawal,” the source said. - 

To prepare for this vastly 
changed Middle East landscape, 
notably the quick Israeli troop 
withdrawal from the Gaza Strip 
and the West Bank town of 
Jericho and limited Palestinian 
self-rule in the rest of the West 
Bank, Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher is working on an 
international aid package. 

“The United States wnl partici- 
pate in the matter, but the funds, 
I think, will primarily come from 
others,” Mr. Christopher said on 
National Public Radio. “... the 
Gulf countries, countries around 
the world, I think, will be in- 
terested in participating. The Un- 
ited States as ostial w3T do its 
part,” (see page 2). 

Russian Foreign Minister 
Andrei Kozyrev Friday wel- 
comed the “possible break- 
through” in negotiations between 
Israel and the PLO.' 

Mr. Kozyrev, whose country 
co-chairs with the United States 
the peace talks, expressed sup- 
port for the peace process in 


WHAT’S 
GOING 
* ON 

T E& following listings are com- 
pStd froth monthly baBctins and 
die daily Arabic press. Readers 
are advzsecf to verify the fisted 
time apid place with the con- 
cerned institutions. 
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X Royal Cultural Centre. 

c al ligr ap hy rrMhition at 
!5tfae Royal Cultural Centre. 

art gallery, “Darat A1 
of the Abdul Mqjeed 
^Stxnuft Foundation. Prog- 
•''bntoiidadtslhe permanent 
"■ WhHritw i^i the “Chair” 
^ cifaibhten la Jabai L a weflxleh. 

by Syrian artist 
Art 


• hru 




-oGaflery. 


■rf. by 

<sj<x*aa»m*rtist Blshara Nqj- 
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Fundamentalists, leftists protest ‘Gaza- Jericho’ plan 


-fetters to Israeli ccm n t dipait Shi- 
mon Peres and Mr. Arafat, the 
Foreign Ministry said. 

Mr. Kozyrev was considering a 
trip to tee Middle East in the near 
future, and a senior Russian di- 
plomat would go to the region to 
prepare the visit, according to the 
ministry quoted by Interfax news 
agency. 

Russia had until now remained 
very discreet on the PLO-Israeli 
talks. 

President Bill Clinton said 
Thursday “there’s reason for 
tope” in the peace talks, and be 
praised both sides for being com-, 
nutted to reaching agreement. 

“We’ve been up the hill and 
down the hill before with the 
Middle East, but these people are 
really working at it and I think 
their hearts as well as their minds 
are in it,” the president said. “I 
think we should keep our fingers 
■crossed.” 

Mr. Clinton said the parties 
have been “quite candid with the 
public tod. the press about some 
continuing difficulties. But they 
are really working hard and with 
great candor, I think, with ooe 
another. I’m hopeful.” 

Discussing the U.S. rote, Mr. 
Clinton said, “We’re just a spon- 
sor of this process. They will have 
to make the agreement. And I 
think that there’s reason for 
hope.” 

He made his comments in the 
Rose Garden during a photo 
with Russian Prime 
factor Chernomyrdin. 


By P. V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Muslim fun- 
damentalists joined hands with 
leftists Friday to stage a protest in 
the Beqaa refugee camp outside 
Amman against the partial 
Palestinian autonomy plan that 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) has worked out 
with Israel. 

Thb protest, organised by some 
factions of the so-called Damas- 
cus Ten — an alliance of leftist 
hardline Palestinian groups and 
Islamic fundamentalist move- 
ments — was the first such event 
in Jordan after the PLO and' 
Israel announced the Gaza- 
Jericho first plan late last month. 

The Islamist-dominated de- 
monstration by a crowd of be- 
tween 300 and 400 people was ’ 
launched from the Nabnlsi Mos- 
que inside the sprawling camp of 
100,000 Palestinian refugees, 
most of them who fled the West 
Bank in 1967. 

The low number of protesters 
were attributed by activists to the 
strong influence that the main- 
stream Fateh faction, led by PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat, wields 
in the camp. 

“There are political forces at 
play trying to dilute the opposi- 
tion to the Gaza-Jericho agree- 
ment,” said a resident. “But 
within themselves those who are 
staying away (from the rally) 
know that the plan is treason. 
They will come out to the streets 
when the time is right, when 
there can no longer be any ex- 
cuses or covers for Arafat to hide 
behind.” , . 

It also appeared that not all 
groups to Damascus Ten were 
part of the protest. Muslim 
Brotherhood and the Islamic Re- 
sistance Movement, Hamas, were 
the leading forces in the rally. 

Emotions against the Gaza- 
Jericho plan, seen by many as a 
■sellout of the Palestinian cause, 
were charged to a fever pitch by 
tiie Friday sermon at the mosque 
by a clergyman, varyingly identi- 
fied as Sheikh Musa, Sheikh 
Omar and Sheikh Ahmad, before 
the rally started winding through 


the narrow streets of the crowded 
camp. 

“Who appointed the PLO as 
the sole an legitimate representa- 
tive of the Palestinian people 
...so that it could bargain over'the 
rights of the Palestinian people?” 
asked the sheikh. 

“We are all sons of Palestine 
and we reject not only the Gaza- 
Jericho plan but also the entire 
peace process,” be declared, 
urging the worshippers to 
“emphatically let their rejection 
be known to the traitors.” 

The preacher assailed every 
aspect of the autonomy plan, 
including the limited control teat 
the Palestinians will have under 
the arrangement white the 
Israelis will control security. 

“The Palestinians will be doing 
nothing except cleaning the 
streets and municipal duties in 
addition to trying to control the 
intifada in Gaza,” he said. 

Mr. Arafat “is going to be 
nothing but an Israeli-appointed 
mayor of Gaza and Jericho,” he 
asserted, setting a key phrase for 
the protest march teat followed. 

Half a dozen youths, their faces 
covered with the chequered 
Palestinian headdress or the 
green Islamic flag, rode in an 
open pick-up mounted with 
loudspeakers as the nucleus of 
the protest. Camp residents 
scrambled to their rooftops to 
wave blade flags in a sign of 
protest or the Palestinian national 
flag. 

A handful- of bearded elders 
from the camp led the rally as 
small boys bolding aloft the Holy 
Koran flanked teem under tee 
watchful eye of a few security 
men. 

The burst of what at first 
appeared to be gunshots created 
a small panic, tot then it turned 
out tbat someone was celebrating 
a wedding with firecrackers. 

Young children outnumbered 
adults in the march. One six-year- 
old, Ashraf, whose parents are 
from Jericho, said tee would like 
to go back if the Gaza- Jericho 
autonomy plan “worked.” But he 
was iramediatedly voted down by 
elder boys. 

“We would like to go back to 


the whole of Palestine, not just a 
piece of land.” three of teem 
shouted in chorus. 

Speakers representing groups 
in the Damascus Ten wielded the 
microphone at various junctures 
to exhort tee crowd with themes 
such as “Arafat is a traitor,” 
’The Gaza-Jericho plan is a sell- 
out to the Zionists,” “If the U.S. 
has fighter planes we have God 
and our will to fight the Israelis,'' 
and “Jerusalem will be liber- 
ated.” 

“No to self-rule, no to 
treason,” they chanted. “No to 
surrender, yes to jihad.” 

“I was always in the front of 
previous rallies here in support of 
Abu Ammar (Arafat),” said a 
youth who gave bis name as 
Khaled. “I used to shout ‘with my 
blood and soul we redeem you 
Abu Ammar.' But the situation 
has changed now. Abu Ammar 
has sold us out.” 

It was quite apparent teat lef- 
tist groups in the Damascus Ten 
— formed early this year to press 
Palestinian opposition to the 
U.S.-backed Arab-Israeli peace 
process launched in Madrid in 
October 1991 — preferred to 
stick to nationalist slogans while 
the Islamists brought in slogans 
revolving aronnd the theme, 
“Jihad is tee only way to liberate 
Palestine." 

And, perhaps for the first time 
in public in toe camp, repeated 
questions were raised over the 
legitimacy of the PLO. 

“Die (1974) Rabat (Arab sum- 
mit) decision to name the PLO as 
the representative of the Palesti- 
nian people was a conspiracy,” 
said Muslim Brotherhood activist 
Hammam Sa'id, a former mem- 
ber of the Jordanian Parliament 
from Amman. 

“It is the duty and obligation of 
the Arab and Islamic worlds to 
foil the (Gaza-Jericho) program- 
me and the so-called peace pro- 
cess,” said Dr. Sa'id, addressing 
the crowd from tee back of the 
pick-up after the rally wound up 
at the sports ground of Beqaa . 
Soda] Club. 

‘The PLO leaders are nothing 
but a bunch of criminals ana 



Demonstrators Friday march through the Beqaa refugee camp outside 
of Amman (staff photo by Aynsley Floyd) 


traitors,'' be said. “We, the sons 
of Palestine, will resist this sur- 
render of our rights through 
jihad.” 

Mansour Murad, also a former 
deputy but a leftist activist, said 
the PLO had lost all credibility. 

“They are trying to sell the 
rights of tee Palestinian people 
and we, Jordanians and Palesti- 
nians, will foil them,” he told the 
rally. 

Organisers of the rally 
announced that they were calling 


a “Palestinian national confer- 
ence on a level equal to that of 
the Palestine National Council” 
next week to “discuss the auton- 
omy plan and decide on future 
action.!’ 

To emphasise their protest 2 
against what they see as Amer- 
ican collusion in working out the 
Gaza-Jericho plan, the demon- ! 
strators also burned an American j 
and an Israeli flag from atop a 
mosque overlooking the sports j 
ground. j 


10,645 freshmen accepted 
at state universities 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A total of 
ire&Wen students^ have ^ 
.^t^ .adaspted at the four state 
jppversities m Jordan for themew ».■ 
rigademic year 1993-1994, accord- . . 
ing to an announcement by com- 
mittee that coordinated the 
acceptance process. 

Committee Chairman Moham- 
mad M&qousi tokl a press confer- 
ence Thursday that of the total, 
4,035 have been accepted at the 
University of Jordan, 3,130 at 
Yarmouk University, 2,095 at 
MutaUnivemty’s civilian and milit- 
ary wings, 1,145 at the Jordan 
University of Science and Tech- 
nology (JUST), in addition to 240 
students at the Applied Engineer- 
ing College in Amman. 

According to Dr. Maqousi tee 
lowest tawjihi average accepted 
at Muta University was 75.9 per 


cent, at Yarmouk 77.8 per cent, 
.atto.e Univenityi of Jovian 38.6 
per omit and, Q jyST- -79«9 per 
-cent! "Z- - : rV» ‘ • 

Dr. Maqonsrsaid the four Uni- 
versities have assigned 10 per 
cent of the seat to students from 
tee Israeli-occupied West Bank, 
five per cent to the expatriates 
and five per cent to those who 
passed tawjihi examination in 
previous years. 

He said the committee had 
received 20,138 applications of 
which 548 applications were re- 
jected because the average of the 
applicants in the tawjihi examina- 
tion was below tee required 65 
per cent. • 

Mr. Maqousi said registration 
for classes is doe to start Saturday 
and will continue for four days. 


500 thoracic specialists 
to hold 3-day conference 


AMMAN (Petra) — The first 
pan- Arab conference on thoracic 
medicine and surgery, is due to 
open at the University of Jordan 
on Sept 7 with tee participation 
of 500 specialists from Jordan and 
other Arab and foreign countries. 

The three-day 30-session con- 
ference has been organised by the 


Jordanian Cardiologists and 
Thoracic Surgeons Society in 
cooperation with the Ministry of 
Health, the University of Jordan, 
the Jordan Medical Association 
(JMA) and the Royal Medical 
Service, said Abdallah A1 Qudah 
chairman of a committee prepar- 
ing for the conference. 


CONSOLIDATED CONTRACTORS COMPANY - C.C.C. 
JOB OPPORIUNmES 

A) SENIOR FOXPRO DEVELOPERS 
University graduates, fluent in English, at least 3 

• years Fbxpro applications programming (DOS/ 
WINDOWS), C/C ++ programming a definite asset, 
Windows DLL and API programming a definite 
asset Novel exposure desirable. 

B) NOVELL LAN ADMINISTRATORS 
University graduates, fluent in English, at least 2 
years in installing and supporting Novell 3.11 
Networks. 

C) TELE-COMMUNICATIONS ENGINEER 
University graduate, fluent in English, experienced 
in architecting and integrating multi-platform, 
multi-topology, multi-protocol telecom solutions for 
data, voice and image carriage over local and 
wide area networks, Able to technically evaluate, 
select, install, and operate all LAN-WAN related 
telecomm gear such as bridges, brouters, routers, 

v etc. 

D) AUTOCAD ENGINEERS 

University graduate, fluent in English, 2 years experi- 
ence in Autocad 2.11 or higher, LISP experience 
desirable- 

interested qualified gentlemen are invited to submit 
applications for employment, C.C.C. form, supported by 
their university degrees, transcripts and experience cer- 
tificates, at our office located at: 

Jabal Amman near Zahran Post Office 
Tel. NO. 625827/630827 


Economic restructuring programme 
benefits Jordan, says minister 


AMMAN .(Petra) -rr .Jordan’s 
economic performance in tee first 
seven months of 1993 shows That 
tee country is benefitting from 
tee economic restructuring prog- 
ramme, according to Finance 
Minister Sami Gammo. 

The first seven months of this 
year reflected an economic 


growth rate of six par cent, said 
the minister at a meeting with 
r epre se ntatives of the Federation 
of Jordanian Chambers of Com- 
merce Thursday.. 

The economic restructuring 
p rogramm e aims at ensuring 5.5 
to 6.5 per cent growth between 
1994 and 1998, said the minister 


in his statement released Friday. 

Referring to customs issues, 
Mr. Gammo said several finance 
ministry committees were cur- 
rently discussing a number ofJ 
issues to simplify and facilitate 
customs procedures and the col- 
lection of taxes in a more eqnit-lj 
able manner. f, | 



SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED 
AT THE NEW ENGLISH SCHOOL 

.P.O.BOX 154 KHAlDA - AMMAN 
TEL: 827151, 827152, 827153, 827154 - FAX.: 816894 

The Directorate and the staff of the New English 
School would like to congratulate all students (Grades 
4-12) who have been awarded academic scholarships 
for the 1993-1994 academic session and to convey to 
them every good wish for successful studies ahead. 



EXAMINATION SUCCESSES, 

AT THE NEW ENGLISH SCHOOL AGAIN! 

P.O.BOX 154 KHALDA - AMMAN 
TE1-: 827151, 827152, 827153, 827154 FAX.: 816894 


Congratulations are extended to students and parents of the 
New English School community on the splendid success rate 
in the external examination results for the Boards of the 
Universities of London and Cambridge. 

Best wishes, too, to all the Tawjihi students on a combined 
performance that ranked well above the national average. 

This year, the vast majority of the candidates who presented 
themselves were home-grown Jordanians who have been 
brought up through the school ranks — a fine tradition for 
future N.E.S. students to emulate. 

Overall, students managed to secure a pass rate of 95.2% in 
the I.G.C.S.E. Performances in the G.C.E ‘O' level ‘A' level 
examinations were also particularly impressive. 

A quarter of all grades scored were at Grade A standard and 
the list of students scoring 5 A's or more is larger than ever 
before. Based on such fine results, degree courses have been 
secured in establishments such as the University of London, 
the M.I.T., Boston University, the A.U.B., McGill University and 
many more. Long may such success continue. 

All best wishes to the student and parent body are accojded 
by the staff and the administration of the N.E.S. on such a fine 
combined performance. 
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Elevation after disquiet 

.THE INITIAL Arab reaction to Palestinian-Israeli 
' agreement over the “Gaza- Jericho first” option was 
f characterised mostly by surprise but also by some 
dismay over the method used to reach the accord. Such 
reaction is understandable from the point of view that 
the Palestinians and Israelis, had almost virtually kept 
everyone in tip. dark over their secret negotiations in 
^Norway and other capitals, and also bypassed the 
people and formula involved in the Madrid-then- 
Washington peace talks. 

After Israeli' Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin’s early 
declared intentions to achieve a breakthrough in his 
country’s negotiations with Syria, the Palestinians 
pushed for what has become regular Arab coordina- 
tion sessions. The Palestinians. had feared, and rightly 
so, that an agreement between Syria and Israel would 
leave them out in the cold. Jordan, being the country 
that provided the Palestinians with an umbrella to 
enter the talks and which is the party most involved in 
the Palestinian cause, has also had all the right to feel 
uneasy about an impending accord between Palesti- 
nians and the Israelis without proper coordination. 

Now that the features of the accord have become 
dearer and most people have overcome the initial 
shock, the pace of the talks in Washington seems to be 
picking up, especially on the Syrian-Israeh track. 

The Arab side has always argued that the core of the 
Arab-Israeii conflict is the Palestinian problem, and 
that in order to achieve peace the Israelis have to deal 
with the Palestinians directly and meet their demands 
for self-determination and statehood. And since the 
issue of Palestine and the conflict over it seem to be 
witnessing a breakthrough, the least the Arabs can do 
is to bless the independent wfll of the Palestinians and 
find ways by which to help them achieve their true 
goals of nationhood, especially in the final stage of 
negotiations, which is going to be the toughest of ail. 
The Palestinians, dispersed all over the region, are 
now agonising and will continue to be over the Oslo 
agreement The Palestinian leadership, namely Chair- 
man Arafat, will need the support of the whole nation 
if he is to succeed in this endeavour. For any 
agreement between the Palestinians and the concerned 
Arab parties, on one hand, and Israel on the other to 
hold and mature, the whole Arab Nation should be 
ready with its Messing and unequivocal support 

After all, peace between the Palestinians and the 
Israelis alone is not enough. 

For the peace to last and to be accepted by all the 
fiiture generations, each country in the region and 
every nation that has a stake in the stability of the 
Middle East should positively contribute towards its 
success. The moderate, pragmatic faction in the 
Palestinian camp is facing a formidable battle with 
both the Israeli hardliners and their own. The months 
ahead wifl witness opposition and even conflict within 
the Palestinian house. That is why His Majesty King 
Hussein’s call on the Arabs to dose their ranks and get 
their act together comes at the right moment and 
requires positive response. These are really historic, 
but trying, times. The opportunity for a better deal, in 
both the regional and international arenas, must not 
be wasted. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


\WT AL SHAAB Arabic daily echoed King Hussein's regret 
iat lack of coordination among Arab parties has led to the 
resent confused situation. Referring to the King's television 
terview, parts of which were telecast Wednesday night, the 
tper said that the Arab Nation is deeply divided, not only due to 
e Gulf crisis but also because of talks with Israel. The paper 
anted out that the Arabs have no cards to play, except through 
eir joint stand at the peace talks, particularly in view of Israel's 
ilitary superiority, supported by the United States and in the 
>sence of a strong United Nations, to impose the international 
primacy. It is regrettable to see a retreat from coordination 
long the Arab parties involved in talks with Israel and it is is 
a red that such lack of coordination would encourage Israel and 
s United States to force the Arabs give more and unjustified 
ncessions to the Israelis, added the paper. Noting that Jordan 
is surprised to hear about the so-called Gaza-Jericho first 
tion, the paper said that many Palestinians, including those in 
: leadership, were not informed of this move either. Jordan, 
d the paper, can not impose anything on others, and the 
lestinians have all the right to take their own, free decision. 
Dressing their free will concerning their own destiny. But, it 
d, since the future of the Palestinian land is of concern to all the 
abs, it becomes necessary for the Arab leaders to convene a 
nmit and take appropriate decisions reflecting their joint stand 
-a-vis the historic events now taking place in the region. 

e GAZA-Jericho first option is the logical outcome of the Arab 
akness anH defeats in the wars with Israel, the United States 
i their ot l.a* allies, said Saleh Al Qailab. a columnist in Al 
stoor. AU these talks, concessions, disputes and disappoint- 
nts would rr have been necessary had the Arabs been united, 
mg and de mined to regain their usurped lands, said the 
ter. The Pa .rtinians were not defeated in June 1967, because 
y did not fight a war, but the defeat was that of the Arab order 
die face of fb; successes achieved by the U.S.-led western 
— » ”'?r‘ T . ’ T d during the cold war which saw 
demise of thi soviet Union, added the writer. 


Jordanian Perspective 


By Dr. Musa Keilani 


Palestinian nation can wait for a better deal 


FOR ALL practical and technical purposes, there is little chance 
of Yasser Arafat's changing his mind on the so-called Gaza- 
Jericho first option. The ongoing meetings in Tunis are nothing 
but an orchestrated campaign aimed at imparting an impression of 
Palestinian consensus over the issue amid continued protests from 
his own colleagues as well as from the rank and file of 
Palestinians, whether in the occupied territories or outside. 

Even if the Palestinian information media comes out with loud 
proclamation of support for Mr. Arafat, it can fool nobody. The 
situation in the Middle East problem has reached an extent where 
realities can no longer be sidelined and mouths can not be gagged 
anymore since the Palestinian struggle has come to a make-or- 
break point. 

To say the least, the manoeuverings of Mr. Arafat, the 
long-reigning chairman of the Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) and president of the notional state of Palestine, reek of 
autocracy and personal ambitions. 

The main difference between Mr. Arafat and many other 
Palestinian leaders is simple: Mr. Arafat would like to see himself 
formally installed as president of Palestine even if that Palestine 
meant one square kilometre of territory under guns; others 
believe that despite the superior military strength of Israel and the 
almost unlimited support the Jewish state gets from the West, 
particularly the U.S.. the battle is not lost and they could wait a 
few years more, hoping to make the occupied territories totally 
ungovernable for the Israelis. 

That was indeed the inherent objective of the Palestinian 
intifada when it started in the occupied territories in December 
1987. That was the answer of the people under occupation who 
were fed up with their brethren outside unable to do anything but 
adopt resolutions and issue rhetorics after meeting in luxurious 
hotels while they themselves were suffering under the yoke of 
occupation. 

The key question that Mr. Arafat has to ask himself is: Is the 
prospect of governing the Gaza Strip and Jericho, as nothing 


more than a municipality with little or no independence at all, 
worth the thousands of lives that the Palestinian people sacrificed 
throughout the years? 

Is that what the millions of Palestinians languishing in refugee 
camps in the occupied territories and outside deserve after all 
these years of suffering? 

To be fair to Mr. Arafat, long considered the symbol of 
Palestinian struggle and nationalism, we have to admit that the 
man has led the Palestinian march through severe crises and 
managed to keep some semblance of an organised movement 
(that is if we overlook the steady defection from the ranks of the 
organisation over the years). 

But a closer look will clearly show that the dissent within the 
PLO mostly stemmed from Mr. Arafat’s autocratic approach to 
decision-making and his intolerance for voices that opposed his 
viewpoint and policies. So, if Mr. Arafat managed to keep the 
mainstream PLO mostly in one piece through the crises, that was 
because what was at stake was not the future of the organisation 
but his own, personal survival. 

It would be naive to go by the Iona-held view that if Mr. Arafat 
had departed from the scene, the rLO would have collapsed. 
There was and still is more than enough young blood in the 
Palestinian ranks to replace Mr. Arafat. 

But a marked difference has emerged today. The policies and 
approach of Mr. Arafat have taken the PLO to the brink of 
collapse. His moves in the past year have somehow been oriented 
towards dismantling PLO institutions. The most vivid example of 
such a strategy came in the form of a recent order issued by Mr. 
Arafat to set up a committee to look into “retrenchment 
compensation" for the staff of many PLO institutions. 

The net picture that emerges from a close look at the status of 
the PLO today is an intertwining of the future of the PLO with 
that of Mr. ArafaL If Mr. Arafat goes down today, whoever 
inherits his place will have one hell of a time trying to reorganise 
Things within the PLO. But what is more important is the fact that 


going down with Mr. Arafat will not only be the credibility and 
legitimacy of the Palestine Liberation Organisation but also the 
representative status of the movement. 

On the other hand, if the mainstream PLO leadership manages 
to convince Mr. Arafat that his personal ambitions should be 
placed above the higher national interests of the Palestinian 
nation at large and to bring about fundamental changes m the 
PLO decision-making process, the movement could still be 
salvaged. 

But then, the question remains: Is Mr. Arafat in a frame of 
mind, today, after so many years of autocracy, to change tracks 
and look. at things differently? 

Can he leani to' understand that it is important to be important, 
but not to the extent where personal importance means every- 
thing even if it implies a total belittling ofthe efforts and sacrifices 
of others? Can he be taught.to learn that it is vital to respect the 
opinion of others? . 

But whar wfll happen to the peace process in the meantime? 
r>n the so-called “declaration of principles” which is directly tied 
to mutual Israel- PLO recognition and the Gaza-Jericho first 
option wait until otder is restored to the PLO house? 

I would venture to say yes. The Palestinian nation has waited so 
long for the realisation of its aspiration to independence and 
freedom that it could wait a little longer if it means a better deal 
for the Palestinians. 

That is not to underestimate the pressure that would be applied 
on the Palestinians from all quarters not to let go of what the U.S. 
and the West describe as “the golden opportunity and historic 
agreement.” But then, as far as the Palestinian people is 
concerned, there is nothing golden or historic in the Gaza-Jericho 
first option. It only means occupation in a different form and a 
consolidation of moves to settle the Palestinian problem with 
quarter-cooked solutions and imagery of better days which may 
never come. 



THE WEEK IN PRINT 


Media split over Gaza-Jericho option 


Reviewed by Elia NasraUah 


The Gaza-Jericho nisi option 
was the issue tackled by edito- 
rials and columnists' articles in 
the local Arabic press in the 
past week. Prospects for a 
Middle East peace and domes- 
tic issues also featured in the 
press. 

The fact that the Palestinians 
and the Israelis have readied 
agreement that the autonomy 
rule should start with Gaza and 
Jericho first means that the 
past 10 rounds of peace nego- 
tiations were not held in vain, 
said Sultan Al Hattab, a col- 
umnist in Al Ra’i Arabic daily. 

Perhaps this is the first time 
that the Israelis and the 
Palestinians are taking practic- 
al and reasonable steps to end 
the long conflict that had pla- 
gued the region for genera- 
tions, said the writer. 

Praising the efforts of the 
Palestinians in this regard, the 
writer sJd one has to remem- 
ber that the 1000-mile journey 
starts with a little step. 

His colleague iiT Al Ra’i, 
Fahd Al Fanek, criticised the 
step as not fulfilling the dream 
of the ■ Palestinians to have 
their own state. The agree- 
ment, as it stands,- provides for 
Israel to remain in control of 
the Palestinian lands as it will 
be in charge of overall security 
and will retain its settlements 
in the Arab territory, said the 
writer. 

It is regrettable, said the 
writer, to see that such an 
agreement had. not been en- 
dorsed by the Arab parties as a 
whole,, a situation which re- 
flects lack of coordination 
among the Arab parties in- 
volved in the peace process, he 
added. 

Saiameh Ekour, in Sawt Al 
Shaab, said that the Gaza- 
Jericho first proposal is some- 
thing that the Arabs must re- 
sist. This proposal delays any 
discussion of the Holy City of 
Jerusalem, which is holy for 
the Arabs and Muslims, said 
the writer. It seems that the 
PLO leadership is selling out 
the rights of the Palestinians 
and the Muslims in the Holy 
City and accepting a meagre 
part of the occupied territories 


which are overwhelmed by the 
.Israeli settlements that would 
never be removed, said the 
writer. 

Tareq Masarweb, a col- 
umnist m Al Ra'i, said that 
Jordan has aO the right to voice 
suspicion about the Gaza- 
Jericho first option because of 
the prospect of Israel’s trans- 
ferring large numbers of 
Palestinians to the Gaza Scrip 
and Jericho. He said that in 
this case, Jordan will be facing 
the question of whether to 
close the bridges across the 
River Jordan in order to pre- 
vent an exodus of Palestinians 
into Jordan. 

The llth round ofthe Arab- 
Israeii peace talks is bound to 
be dominated by the Gaza- 
Jericho first proposal, said 
Sawt Al Shaab daily. The Arab 
parties are bound to be deman- 
ding details about this proposal 
because they have to coordin- 
ate their steps with regard to 
their own negotiations with 
Israel, added the daily. 

It should be noted, said the 
paper, that the Arab parties 
had earlier announced that no 
agreement should be reached 
unilaterally and that consensus 
should be the norm; therefore, 
.said the paper, the proposal 
over Gaza and Jericho could 
be described as an Israeli 
attempt to fragment the peace 
process. 

Mohammad Daoud said in 
Al Dus tour that The Gaza- 
Jerfcho first option was behind 
the crisis within the PLO and 
behind the dispute between the 
Palestinian negotiators and the 
PLO leadership in Tunis. 

The writer said that opposi- 
tion to the proposal should be 
taken very seriously by the 
PLO leadership if it is keen on 
reserving unity within its own 
ranks. 

Mahmoud Rimawi cautioned 
the PLO leadership against 
accepting Israel’s condition of 
deleting parts of the Palestine 
National Charter which calls 
for non-recognition of Israel. 

The columnist, who writes 


for Al Ra'i daily, said that as 
long as the Palestinians have 
not regained their rights 
usurped since 1948, they 
should by no means abandon 
their demands and their lands. 

The Palestinians should 
adhere to their national charter 
until a final settlement has 
been reached, ensuring Palesti- 
nian people’s rights, be de- 
manded. 

Mona Shuqair, a columnist 
in Al Dustour, said that the 
PLO remains a symbol for the 
Palestinian people, but at the 
same time the PLO leadershqi 
remain subject to critidaoi for 
lack of reform. 

The writer said that it is not 
enough that the symbol exist in 
words, it should also manifest 
itself by deeds. 

She said that the disputes 
within the PLO and the recent 
resignations by a number of its 
leaders indicate that there is an 
opposition to the idea of the 
Gaza-Jericho first or other 
issues. She said that the PLO 
leadership ought to adapt to 
the new situation and intro- 
duce r e fo r m eke it could be 
facing cancellation. 

A columnist in Sawt Al 
Shaab demanded that the 
Health Ministry disclose to the 
public the cause ofthe typhoid 
fever that spread in the past 
week in the Ajloun district. 

It was a wise step of the 
ministry to take extra pre- 
cautionary measures against 
the spread of the disease, but 
the ministry should openly 
announce the causes of the 
infection so that the public can 
take precautions against it, 
said Ahmad Dabbas. The wri- 
ter said in case of any epidemic 
burying the head in the sand 
does not solve anything. 

A columnist in Al Dustour 
described unemployment as the 
cancer of the Jordanian society, - 
leading people to desperation, 
commiting crimes or even ris- 
ing in rebellion against society. 

Mohammad Sbeibi said 
there was no doubt that unem- 
ployment would be the main 
thing in the electoral platform 
of candidates running for par- 


liamentary elections in Novem- 
ber since this is a national 
issue. But be noted that one 
can find a way of resolving the 
problem through the Social 
Security Corporation which 
can be developed to cover un- 
employment benefits for the 
job-seekers. 

He suggested that a special 
tax be imposed on the public 
and the workers so that -the 
government can collect suffi- 
cient funds to give the unem- 
ployed until they can get a job. 

What we need, said the wri- 
ter, is to see the future de- 
puties in Parliament not mere- 
ly talking about this issue but 
taking practical steps to solve 
the problem. 


A columnist in Al Dustour 
said that most of the candidates 
raudug for parliament in Jor- 
dan are trying to reach there 
for the sake af imposing their 
wfll later through the execut i ve 
authority. Most Parliamenta- 
rians hope to be members of 
government and acquire real 
executive power in Jordan, 
said Mohammad Kawash. He 
said that the government in 
Jordan should not indude any 
member of Parliament which 
can deal with legislations only 
and thus safeguard real demo- 
cracy in the country. 

Hosni Ayesh, a columnist in 
Al Ra'i daily, said that some 
Arab countries are blaming the 
Jordanian Parttament md the 
press for the strained ties be- 
tween Jordan and the Arab 


The writer said that under a 
democracy, the press and Par- 
liament are free to express 
their views and those of the 
people, unlike the parliaments 
and the press ofthe other Arab 
countries which are strictly 
controlled by the state. 

It seems, said the writer, 
that the other Arab countries 
are hostile to Jordan not be- 
cause of its nationalist stand 
during the Gulf crisis, but be- 
cause of the democracy exer- 
cised in the Kingdom and 
which is considered dangerous 
to their regimes. 


LETTERS 


God’s creatures too 

To the Editor: 

In reply to the letter from Eliane Abdul Malek, “who comes first?” 
(Jordan Times, Aug. 29. 1993), I have to say I am amazed and 
appalled at such an attitude. 

As I said in my letter the same day, there already is a system which 
is there to “deal quickly and effectively with a situation of this typer 
but it does not always work so efficiently as it should. Ambulances do 
pick up injured people very quickly. Ignoring a terribly badly injured 
animal, such as the horse in question which was in excruciating pain 
in excessive heat, would have soon caused problems. It would have! 
died anyway and its carcass would still have had to be removed, 
particularly as it was in the middle of a residential area. 

Arguing that human beings are more important does not bold. Thej 
human problems of the world are not happening because some 
people choose to help animals. I must point out that there are several 
hundreds charities helping human .beings in Jordan, and only two 
helping animals in a comparatively small way. Just because someone 
loves animate it doesn't mean human beings have to be neglected. 
Likewise, to ignore or neglect a suffering animal because human 
beings are more important, does not benefit the latter. One can still 
be compassionate to both. To ignore an injured animal id such agony 
as tins horse was, .would be a groks act of inhumanity- Are we 
expected to' forget all about animals, until the last human mouth is 
fed? When would that be?? 

Man has domesticated many species of animate to the extent where 
they are now utterly dependent on him. Therefore, man must be 
responsible for their proper care and protection. 

Jordan is not entirely “not animal-friendly, especially that amoral 
health is human wealth. Without these animate many families could 
not earn their living. 

It should be common sense to protect everything God gave life to 
—animate, nature and us. We must not forget that animals ware also 
his creation and that they are living sentient beings and not inanimate 
objects to be poshed around as we please. We can speak, they 
cannot. They are here to stay and are not going to disappear just 
because the world is full of human problems, (which are mostly 
brought about by humans). Therefore spare a thought for them. 
They have a place on this earth as well. 

The book “Isla mi c Concern for Animals" by Al Hafiz B. Masri 
teUs how the Koran condones kindness to animals. I quote from it 
“The Holy Prophet used to say, ‘Whoever is kind to the creatures of 
God, is kind to himself! ....The Prophet was asked if acts of charity 
even to the a n i m a te were rewarded by God. He replied: ‘Yes there is 
a reward for acts of charity to every beast alive' ...” 

Let ns hope a day will dawn when the great religious teaching may 
at last begin to bear fruit ...when man accords to animals the respect 
and status they have long deserved and for so long have been denied. 

Miss Chris Larter, 
Publicity Officer for the 
Jordanian Society for the 
Protection of Animals, 
A mma n. 

No contradiction here ! 

To the Editor: 



suffering and care for human ««« 

Do we have to wait until the lasthuman mouth has been ft 
mtfl the last war has been fought, before we turn our attention 
ac£ uT ** °“ r . animals? Surely, the compassion we feel for < 
follow human beings and the animals that share this planet can 
tend in hand. I might remind Ms. Abdul Malek that the anim 
“ W V5? VC domesticated over thousands of years are < 
rraponabflity and societies Hke the Jordanian Society for : 
Protection of Animals (JSPA) provide a valuable service to i 
ownen of working animals. By forming animal welfare socteti 
rwbodyis w^esfeag that animals come before human beings 
^a^f.&^bdul Malek. Yes, there is too mutihS 

^ tho&e F* 3 *** deserve our help a 
support, but so do the animate that share our planet, that work ■. 

J°y ** P leasore W so many people. 
I M the writer’s attitude very complacent. It’s so easy to tt 
away from a creature’s suffering or ill treatment because *«t cfa 
**” «”■» a* 1 there is S? 
suffermg without concerning ourselves with a miroTmedhoise. 

11 human w animal svftennS- Have 
we got enough compassion to go around? 

beings, take so much from this planet and m 
sho ™ n 8 consideration to and care® 
n tks good earth with us we would tab 

2? can address both problems, hum 

same time, perhaps not eqiuiUy 
wththe same vigour, bat the plight of our animals should not 
ignored. After afl, they are G6d's creatures too/^ 

Mrs. J. Mas 

P.O. Box 61f 

Amman, 

{effere and contributions horn 
| SwSfS!, ^ lbjeCt $ cy ,J n ^ * tackle - Utter s intended 
’o^fr er ’ tte writer’s ftrfl name i 

** Names can be withheld only ur 
request and under special circumstances. Letters are suWot 
«^^^ newspaper is not responsible for the return 
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Jordan completes disengagement process with Palestinians, but keeps door open 


(C wiftnkrd from page 1) 

•Jordanian-Pale s tinian rela- 
tionship. 

; Yet the King kept the door 
open for further consultations 
with the PLO and at the same 
time strongly resented any 
Israeli] influ en c ed formulae. 

: Tn the lengthy interview the 
King avoided any explicit chal- 
lenge to the PLO and its role 
while he tried to reconcile be- 
tween reiterating respect for 
th e in dependence of. the 
Palestinian decision a nd Jor- 
dan’s keenness to it- 

self from any responsibility for 
concessions that were maA» in 
die IsraeK-Palestiman accord. 

Tfis subtle and imptict style 
way to interpretations 


Jordan is blessing the con- 
tents of the accord while a 
[careful reading shows that it 
supports any Palestinian deci- 
sion regardless of any reserva- 
tions that it could harbour. 

' The King’s statement signal- 

4ed shift from a relati onship of 
Ian assumed “partnership” that 
fas obviously foiled so far to 
overcome the bitterness and 
tei^Hcjons of the past to that of 
Jwo separate parties — at least 
in the immediate term — 
whose decisions do not have to 
be interlinked. 

; The implied disengagement 
of Jordanian and Palestinian 
dec&ons, according to the in- 
•terview, has not been deter- 
: mined by a Jordanian decision 
(but a reaction to the PLO’s 
^attempt to assert its indepeud- 
;enoe from Jordan. 

• "His Majesty was speaking 
las a concerned Arab leader 
; rather than a party cfirectiy 
•involved in determining the 
i future of Palestine,” said one 
j Jordanian source who is famil- 
iar with King Hussein’s think - 
ling. 

The practical implications of 
;the new Jordanian approach 
'are not dear yet. But, accord* 
‘fang to Jordanian sources, the 
Eng is stiD studying the sitna- 
>tion and his top priority wQl be 


to protect Jordanian national 

and security interests. 

But offi cials and analysts be- 
lieve that Jordan’s next step 
will depend, to a great extent, 
on the next move by the PLO. 

FLO Chairman Yasser Ara- 
fat has obviously got the mes- 
sage conveyed by die King’s 
interview and be called him By 
telephone from Tttnis Friday. 

Jordanian officials, and even 
some* Palestinian officials, 
were critical of Mr. Arafat’s 
consultations with Egypt, 
Morocco and Tunis in the iW 
few days while ignoring Jor- 
dan, which many m both ode* 
still firmly believes has an in- 
tertwined future with Pales- 
tine. 

There was no official Palesti- 
nian reaction but die' PLO 
leadership is expected to feel 
under press u re to try to im- 
prove coordination with Jor- 
dan, especially that it will be 
■extremely (fifficult, if not im- 
nble, to implement the 
eli-Palestinian accord or 

begin to riisanq; final gfratny 

arrangements without Ionian. 

Furthermore, there is more 
pressure than ever on Mr. Ara- 
fat from within the PLO, in- 
cluding from grams that until 
a few years ago had categor- 
ically rejected association with 
Jordan, to reach an under- 
standing with King Hussein on 
a joint strategy and the form of 
dm future relationship — away 
from Israeli, American or even 
Egyptian influence. 

Since the outset of the 
IsradS-Arab- talks 22 months 
Jordan has been com- 
_ pubhdy and privately 
about the lack of sufficient 
coordination between Jordan 
and the PLO and the Arab 
parties to the talks generally. 
Jordanian officials, have parti- 
cularly been disconcerted by 
Mr. Arafat’s constant dose 
coordination with Egypt and 
apparent attempt to keep a 
distance from Iordan. . 

In die interview, Eng Hus- 
sein revealed that Mr. Arafat 


had actually notified him about 
the start of the secret negotia- 
tions with Israel, prior to the 
King’s departure to Washing- 
ton last June, and that on his 
last visit in August, the PLO 
chairman took him aside and 
tokl him that there was a sort 
of proposal involving a deal 
based on die establishment of 
early Palestinian self-rule in 
Jericho and Gaza Strip first. 

But, according to the King , 
the Palestinian leader did not 
put him fully in the picture and 
(fid not anumlt with him before 
signing the draft agreement. 

“We have not been in the 
picture... we were not aware of 
the details,” the King said. 

According to both Jordanian 


and PLO officials, Mr. Ara- 
jfet’s refiance on Egypt largely 
- reflected his fear of what he 
perceives as Jordanian, and 
specifically Hashemite, threat 
and potential rivalry to speak 
on behalf of the Palestinians. 

King Hussein, who is said to 
be fully aware and pained tty 
Mfr. Arafat’s thinking that has 
roots in the turbulent history 
between Jordan and the orga- 
nisation, sternly defended his 
family’s role and refuted claims 
that they sought tutelage over 
the Palestinians. 

In the interview the King put 
bis brief account of the rela- 
tionship between the Hashe- 
mztes and Palestine, 
that his family has always 


attached and faithful to Pales- 
tine and refused to comprom- 
ise on the status of Jerusalem 
mid has not sought “patron- 
age” of the Palestinian cause. 

"Right from the very begin- 
ning, this family (the Hasho- 
mites) has always been com- 
mitted to Palestine in terms of 
safeguarding Palestinian 
natio nal rights on Palestinian 
land and to Jerusalem by pro- 
tecting rights of the Muslims 
and the Christians and defend- 
ing the city,” the King stres- 
sed. 

King Hussein invoked the 
memory of his great grand- 
father Sherif Hussein Ibn AH 
who was exiled by the British 
mandate authorities for refus- 


ing to compromise his goal of 
an independent unifiedAjab 
World and a free Palestine. 

“Hussein the First was tile 
first to confront those plots 
(against Jerusalem). He chose 
to sacrifice everything rather 
than to compromise the 
Palestinian people's rights in 
their homeland,” the King 
said. 

He argued that the Hasbe- 
mites continued carrying out 
their commitment towards 
Palestine up until 1974 when 
the PLO sought an indepen- 
dent representation of the 
Palestinians and to put an end 
to what it viewed as “the 
Hashemite patronage,” at an 
Arab summit in Morocco. 


“....My brother the Palesti- 
nian president, who was then 
the PLO chairman urged the 
Arabs to save him and the 

Palestinian people from Jorda- 
nian patronage," the King re- 
called with obvious pain 
touching on a deep wound that 
the conflict and competition 
for the representation have 
caused for 


The King’s call for an Arab 
summit to discuss a new pat- 
tern of inter-Arab relations, 
.combined with his apparent 
decision to leave the PLO to 
shoulder the responsibility for 
any mmpromise alone are ex- 
pected to increase the internal 
pressures on Mr. Arafat to 


seriously reconsider his rela- 
_ tionship with Jordan. 

There are trends in both 
camps, which seek a total dis- 
engagement, but the over- 
whelming trend, both in Jor- 
dan and the PLO, so far seems 
to be that of those who want to 
establish a sound relationship 
on equal footing, according to 
officials, and analysts. 

Consequently, these analysts 
and officials expect to see 
moves by Jordanians and 
Palestinians in the next two 
weeks to try to contain an 
aggravation of the differences 

and to look for new horizons in 
the Jordanian- Palestinia n rela- 
tionship on all levels. 


Peres: Syrian track pushed 


(Cntinud from page X) 


He emphasised the role which 
he believed the European Com- 
munity (EC) should play in the 
economic development of the re- 
gion, and in particular the occu- 
pied territories. 

France, among the twelve 
members) will actively work 
the community to get involved 
economically and financially,” he 
said. 

He said France was already 
cooperating in a big way in train- 
ing and hoped to develop this 
further, particularly in the area' of 
language teaching. Mr. Peres said 
Israel intended to join the group 
of French-speaking countries. 

Mr. Peres naught a plane to 
Biarritz, southwest France, and 
was driven to Latche, where be 
had nearly three horns of talks 
with President Francois Mitter- 
rand. 

After their meeting Mr. Mitter- 
rand told re port e rs: “I want to 
stress the extreme importance I 
attach to the ongoing negotia- 
tions and how much we hope to 
see a happy outcome, that is 
peace.” 


“What the Israeli government 
is doing bears the mark of great 
intellectual and political courage, 
as well as a deep understanding of 
events and history.” 

“It is a question of grappling 
the time to come by choosing 
peace on reasonable bases, in the 
interests of all, of the world, of 
the region, of the Arab peoples, 
of Palestinians, but also of 
Ian el.” 

Mr. Peres paid tribute to Mr. 
Mitterrand as “a friend of our 
country and our people,” reiter- 
ating: “We are all ready for peace 
... it is the only outcome for 
Arabs, for us and for the world. I 
am convinced that we will suc- 
ceed.” 

Mr. Peres was scheduled to 
return to Paris later in the day, 
where he will spend the Sabbath. 

Meanwhile the Norwegian 
embassy in Paris revealed that 
Mr. Peres had (fined on Thursday 
night with Foreign Minister 
Johan Joergen Holst, mediator in 
the peace negotiations in Nor- 
way, whose arrival in the French 
capital was kept secret. 


Officials at the Israeli embassy 
in Paris told reporters that Mr. 
Peres and Mr. Holst dined 
together with aides on Thursday 
but that the occasion was “entire- 
ly social.” 

“As you can imagine, they 
have now become dose friends,” 
one official told Reuters. 

There were no meetings be- 
tween the two men on Friday 
when Mr. Peres gave a radio 
interview- before breakfasting 
with Mr. Juppe and later flying to 
the meeting with Mr. Mitterrand, 
be said. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin has said he does not think 
much of the PLO, but added that 
Israel has no choice other than to 
recognise it. 

“Tbe PLO is not a friendly 
customer at all,” Mr. Rabin told 
a Labour Party meeting in Tel 
Aviv on Thursday night, the 
Haaretz newspaper reported Fri- 
day. 

“I'm not trying to pretty it up. 
It’s a terrorist organisation whose 
members have killed and kill still. 
But who can we make peace 
with?” be asked. 

“Peace has to be made with 
enemies, even the most hated.” 


He described recognition of the 
PLO by Israel, which is expected 
to take place in the coming days, 
as “the most difficult political 
decision that Israel has had to 
take.” 

' “Even evacuating the Golan 
wiu be easier than having 120,000 
Jewish settlers live with two mil- 
lion Palestinians on the same 
roads,” Mr. Rabin told the meet- 
ing following tbe announcement 
of the PLO-Israel accord for li- 
mited autonomy. 

“There is no more complicated 
solution than the one towards 
which we are beading because the 
Israeli- Arab conflict is very com- 
plicated,” be reportedly said.. 

“Those who in the past wanted 
us to recognise the PLO without 
any conditions do not understand 
international relations. There is a 
piece of business involved here. 
Before proposing something you 
have to know what the buyer is 
prepared to give.” 

Mr. Rabin has demanded that 
the PLO cut from its charter calls 
for the destruction of the Jewish 
state. He has also demanded that 
it call an unequivocal halt to 
“terrorism” and recognise Israel 
first in exchange for recognition. 


Syria praises Israeli seriousness! 


(Co ntinued from page I) 

peace which will not be affected 
by local or international changes 
or events," it said. 

Syrian negotiator Mouaffak A1 
Allaf said at the end of Thurs- 
day’s session his team was foucs- 
ing on “the most important 
issues” in its talks with the 
Israelis. He said he hoped to 
reach an outline agreement by 
the end of this round. 

The radio said the two sides 
finished discussion of the first 
four clauses in a Syrian document 
and were moving to a fifth which 
covers withdrawal from' all the 
occupied territories. 

The radio said it was difficult to 
speculate on whether Israel 
would offer any substantive 
change in its position on full 
withdrawal. 


But it said that Israel wa$ 
aware of the Syrian attitude that 
fall withdrawal from the Golan 
Heights was unquestionable. 

“Attempts to extort Syria did 
not work hi tbe past and will not 
work now,” it said, but it added.-; 

“The more Syria insists on re^ 
gaining fall occupied lands the-' 
more its readiness to establish; 
firm, solid, real, honourable, just; 
and comprehensive peace.” 

The commentary also called 
once again for full 'cooperation; 
among the Arab peace partners.- 
“Partial solutions and nnUater-i 
al deals do not make peace but 
lay the ground for more conflicts 
and disturbances,” the radio said.; 

“Wisdom dictates that in a: 
thorny and complex conflict like 
that of the Middle East a compre- 
hensive peace on all fronts should; 
be established.” 


Israelis open fire on Gazans 


(Contimned from page 1) 
agreement 

In a telephone call to an inter- 
national news agency, Hamas 
said its military wing was re- 
sponsible. 

“We vow to go on with our war 
against our Israeli enemy «nH the 


American enemy behind it, who 
are trying to humiliate »nd intimi- 
date our people and Hqakbte our- 
cause,” the caller said. 

Hamas abo said its activists 
Friday lobbed a grenade that (fid 
not explode at a house occupied 
by Israeli settlers. 


A TWO-FLOOR VILLA 
NEEDED 

A two-floor villa with a garden is needed. 
Locations: Jabal Amman, Shmeisani, Abdoun, 
Luweibdeh. ■ ».* 3 -, 

.first floor, should include spacious lounges., .;•■■ ■ 
Annual rent not to exceed JD9.500 . 

For further Information pis. call tel. 679454 


Location: Khalda, behind the New English School. 
Area of building: 300 square metres. 

Consists of salon, hall and dining room, 4 bedrooms, 
one master, 3 bathrooms, kitchen, 2 verandas; with 
garage, water-wed -and central heating: Modem build- 
ing, deluxe -faiisbmg. . P\ J: * v ; ; • ..j - • ••... ... . 

Annual rertt JDp.000. 

For more information^ please call teL 668667. 


CRANE FOR HIRE 

AVAILABLE “12“ TON MOBILE CRANE 
[ . FOB HIRE - LONG LEASE ONLY 
1^ - • COMPETITIVE RATES 


FOR DETAILS PLEASE CALL TEL. 660502 


Picaso 

created fine paintings 

We create fine Jewellery 

D ajani 

.—■ini 

Amra Hotel — Amman. 


A 




We are a leading and fast growing company headquar tered in Amman, Jordan. Our activities are diverse 
and include trading manufacturing retail, professional services and portfolio investments. We are 
currently undergoing significant growth with the startup of several large projects . To successjulfy control 
and manage such projects, we are seeking to recruit qualified, energetic and commercially minded 
professionals who can cope with pressure and thrive on the challenge this excellent opportunity provides i 

FINANCIAL CONTROLLER 

Reporting to the V.P. Finance and supported by several accountants, the position will assume responsibility 
for the production of timely management and financial accounting. More importantly, in the short term, will 
be the establishment of meaningful accounting costing planning and management information systems 
together with the critical review of systems procedures to enable the Company's management to monitor the 
performance of the business effectively. As a key member of a small executive team you can expect 
considerable involvement in the strategic planning and commercial management of the business. 


You should be a graduate certified accountant with an excellent record of achievement and should have 
operated at least to Financial Controller or Manager level. You are likely to be aged 29-36 and must have 
excellent command of the English language. You should be commercially oriented, dynamic and must be 
computer literate with hands on approach to the accounting junction. You should also possess excellent 
communication, management and team building skills and be comfortable working in a busy, demanding 
and high pressured environment. You should also have had demonstrable experience in the implementation 
of MIS and systems enhancement Experience in manufacturing or trading would be advantageous. 

MIS ANALYST 

Reporting to the MIS manager, you will assist in the implementation of new accounting costing planning 
and management information systems for the Company. Rather than programming these systems from 
scratch you will work on customizing ready made financial packages to jit the requirements of the 
Company You will be exposed to state of the art computer technology and systems through on the job 
training and through enrollment in training programs given by software vendors overseas. 

You should have a degree in MIS or altemotivefy a degree m Computer Science with a strong background in 
accounting You should be able to demonstrate an excellent record of achievement in University through 
outstanding grades and/or the completion of advanced computer projects. You should have a minimum of 
°two years experience in a computer software company with a working knowledge of financial programs 
including general ledger, inventory, accounts payable, accounts receivable, and job costing packages 

Rath positions will provide an attractive financial package based on qualifications and a wide range of 
Ixmfitsthatyou would expect from a targe and successful organization 

Please apply « writing , enclosing detailed resumes in English no later than 7/9/1993, quoting this ad to: 
V.P. Finance 

PO Box 7239 -Amman, Jordan 


f applications be handl'd with strict confideruiality. 
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Work-out your aggression 
and rest afterwards at the 
newest and greatest 
Tennis Club , 
in town. 


(Formerly Amman Plaza Hotel) 

Queen Noor Street Shmefcani P.O. Box 950629 Amman 1 1 1 10 Jordan 
Tel: 962 6674111 Tel* 0493 23266 Rut: 9626 674 261 
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Saudis may resort 


to tax, privatisation 
to cut budget deficit 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Saudi 
Arabia may have to impose 
minor income taxes and privatise 
some institutions to cut n nagging 
budget deficit affecting its oil- 
dependent economy. Gulf bank- 
ers and economists have said. 

The deficit, caused by a sharp 
decline in oil prices over the past 
decade, has forced Saudi Arabia 
to drain most of* its overseas 
assets and reserves with the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund (IMF). 

The kingdom has been reluc- 
:ant to make further spending, 
mts. arguing it would -hurt the 
Mxtnomy. which depends heavily 
>ii government spending. 

."Saudi Arabia can cut spend- 
ng in certain sectors in a way that 
yill not affect performance and 
ervices." a Gulf economist said. 
'But this is not enough because 
he deficit is not smalt. It should 
>e coupled with certain measures 
:ke imposing small income taxes 
nd privatising public institutions 
/hid) are not making reasonable 
Tofits. The Saudis might be 
linking of such steps because 
ley have no other choice." 
.Except for token corporate 
lxes, Saudi. Arabia and other 
il-rich Gulf Arab states do not 
npose income taxes or. ir.di- 
iduals although all have suffered 
cm a chronic deficit over the 
ast decade. 

Most workers in the six-n ,tion 
ulf Cooperation Council (GCC) 
■e foreigners, whose incomes 
e among the highest in the 
orid. 

"Saudi Arabia has around five 
illion workers and a tax of 
: tween 20 to 100 rivals per 
onth means it will earn more 
an three billion riyals (S800 
, illion) a year. This, coupled 
th small spending cuts and 


earnings from selling government 
shares in public institutions, will 
enable Saudi Arabia to eliminate 
the budger deficit." an economic 
expert said. 

Saudi Arabia's economy was 
thrown into doubt after a series of 
reports by the New York Times 
last week that unrestrained 
spending had slashed its overseas 
assets to $51 billion from $121 
billion in the early 1980s. 

The paper also cited a secret 
IMF report advising Riyadh to 
reduce its budget deficit after it 
swelled to more than eight per 
cent of its gross domestic pro- 
duct. 

The deficit was projected at 
$7.4 billion in 1995. down from $8 
billion in 1992. 

In the absence of other major 
non-oil income sources. Riyadh 
was forced to withdraw from its 
reserves and borrow from the 
local and foreign markets, creat- 
ing a public debt of nearly $17 
billion. 


The problem was aggravated 
by huge payments to a U.S.-led 
coalition that ousted Iraq from 
Kuwait in February 1991. 
According to bankers. Saudi Ara- 
bia and Kuwait contributed the 
bulk of the $56 billion paid by 
GCC countries to the war effort. 

"The Saudi budget deficit is 
remediable given the country's 
huge resources. But there is a 
pressing need for spending cuts 
and privatisation of some institu- 
tions inside and outside the king- 
dom." a banker said. "Privatisa- 
tion will have a dual benefit: It 
will yield funds for the govern- 
ment and enable it to save money 
because it is paying large sub* 
sidies for several institutions to 
keep them running." 


ihutto pledges basic 
tructurai changes in 
ilection manifesto 


LAMABAD (AFP) — Former 
.kistani premier Benazir Bhut- 
. unveil ling her party's election 
tnifesto, has promised basic 
uctural changes in the coun- 
ts economic and political sys- 
ns. 


'We are giving a revolutionary 


tnifesto." said Ms. Bhutto. 
iose Pakistan People's Party 
PP) is pirteu against former 
me minister Nawaz Sharif s 
kistan Muslim League (PML) 
October general elections. 
Ms. Bhutto, who ruled from 
18 to 1990 as Pakistan's first 
man premier, said if returned 
power her party would intro- 
:e a "new revolutionary con- 
it” of business enterprises 
sed on public-private part- 
■ship. 

>he also pledged to set up 
■li-govemments of elected rep- 
entarives in all districts of the 
intiy to decentralise authority 
I address peoples' problems 
re effectively. 

As. Bhutto said a government 
her party would also review a 


tax on farm incomes the caretak- 
er Prime Minister Moeen Qureshi 
has decided to impose as part of 
reforms to cut the budget deficit. 

Instead the PPP would revamp 
an existing Islamic produce dona- 
tion system.- called ushur. in the 
agricultural sector to realise "four 
to five times" more revenues than 
the tax proposed by the caretak- 
ers, she said. 


In a stinging attack on Mr. 
Sharif, who resigned last month 
as political turmoil cut short his 
tenure. Ms. Bhurto his two and a 
half rule for an unprecedented 
rise in inflation and the budget 
deficit. 

She said budget deficit was 8.6 
per cent of gross domestic pro- 
duct and inflation 12 per cent 
when she took over in 1988 but 
her government brought these 
down to 6,7 per cent and 5.6 per 
cent. 


"The budget deficit jumped to 
8.8 per cent and the inflation to 
30 per cent during Sharif s rule." 
she said. 



“There’s a story on Page 23 about 
women who go to extremes to get 
their husbands to notice them.” 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

fay H and Arnold 


Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 

one tettar to aacri square, Jo form 
four ordinary words. 


□ 

nsuE 


n 

i 


n 

£ RHtelh- ■* 



CREYM 


ZC 

□ 




RATVAC 


k 


I 


in 


WHOAI 

LL 


QJ 

□ 




WH/rr THE BASE- 
BALL PLAYED 
TURNED* ORCHESTRA 
LEAVZR HAD 
TO KNOW. 


Now arrange (he circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sup- 
(jested by the above cartoon. 


FVntmsverhem: QIO I J UL 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: CLOVE AHEAD BESIDE PASTRY 
Answer; Whet me H.-sywng^t fumed gardener worked 


on— r. •- PLOT 


Japan July 
current 
account 
surplus rises 
to record 


TOKYO (R) — Japan's conten- 
tious balance of payments surplus 
widened to a record $1 1 .82 billion 
in July from $9.46 billion a year 
earlier, the finance ministry said 
Friday. 

Japan is under heavy pressure 
from the United States and other 
trade partners to cut its surplus. 
Economists said failure to come 
up with ways to redress the imba- 
lance has been behind much of 
the yen's surge of nearly 20 per 
cent against the dollar since Janu- 
ary. 

The nation's trade surplus rose 
to $13.89 billion in July from 
$11.35 a year ago. the ministry 
said. 

The widening of the balance of 
payments surplus was welt within 
the range of forecasts by econom- 
ists. Iliey had predicted that the 
moribund Japanese economy and 
the early impact of the strong yen 
would boost the July current 
account surplus to somewhere 
between $11.2 billion and $12.6 
billion from $10.71 billion in 
June, without adjustment for sea- 
sonal factors. 

Economists said the current 
account surplus for calendar 1993 
was ail but certain to top the 
record $117.55 billion hit last 
year. They added, however, that 
the latest figures were unlikely to 
cause currency markets to push 
up the yen immediately. 

"I think for the time being the 
yen will fluctuate around 105 yen 
to the dollar." said Harumi Ichi- 
ki. senior economist at the Sumi- 
tomo Life Research Institute. 

Economists as well as markets 
are keen to see what measures 
the government is likely to take 
to stimulate the stalled et onomy 
and thereby boost demand for 
imports. 

Prime Minister Morihiro Hoso- 
kawa's coalition government has 
said it will announce a stimulative 
package around Sept. 20. and a 
cut in the official discount rate. 


Metric momentum builds and befuddles in U.S. 


t 


WASHINGTON (AF?) — The 
metric system is about to muscle 
its way into daily life in the 
United States for the first time. 
But will the reluctant finally give 
an inch? 

As of Feb. 14, a law will 
require all U.S. consumer pack- 
age labels to size up products in 
metric terms as well as the inches, 
feet, ounces and pounds Amer- 
icans inherited from Britain. 

“Either (die overall U.S. con- 
version ) is orderly and good, or 
it's a mess, but we're beaded 
there,” says Gary Carver, die 
director of the metric programme 
at the National Instituc of Stan- 
dards and Technology. “The 
U.S. will be a metric country.” 

So will Americans have to walk 
a million kilometres (miles) for 
one of your smiles? Must they 
replace their quarter-pounders 


with 100-gram burgers? And 
11 over, wul 


(not 


they end 
six feet) 


when it’s all 
up 1.8 metres 
under? 

Not without both education in 
metrics and everyday use, experts 
say, insisting that it is just a 
matter of time. 

Dominic Cardoce, a 22-year- 
old student, said it was news to 
him that metrics would be making 
a command performance at the 
supermarket. He studied the sys- 
tem for two years in an exclusive 
secondary school hero, but says 
he barely remembers it now, be- 
cause ^ou don’t use it.” 

Iranian- born Mike Sirirazi, an 
engineer by training who works in 
a food market, said his customers 
would not recognise metrics when 


the^ make it to the shelves. 


Nonetheless, specialists say the 
momentum for metric change is 


building, at least inside the gov- 
ernment, due to imperatives of 
global business. 

The United States is the only 
industrialised country in the 
world not officially using metrics. 
The government says only three 
countries worldwide — the Un- 
ited States, Burma and Liberia — 
have not embraced the system 
officially, and Washington wants 
out of the eclectic non-metric 
dub. 

“In terms of competitiveness, 
the U.S. has to join the rest of the 
world,” says Bob Easton of the 
Federal Trade Commission’s 
Bureau of Consumer Protection. 

Back in 1975, Congress passed 
a metric conversion act meant, 
the law sqjd, “to coordinate and 
plan the increasing use of the 
metric system.” - 

But the voluntary .nature of the 


bill drove only those businesses 
with their own international trade 
motives to make the shift. The 
rest of the country saw asmatter- 
ing of local education initiatives. 


but kept dutebing 12-incb rulers 
and dinging 


to frequent flier 


miles. 


Mr. Carver says that now, 
however, the country is playing 
catch-up with the rest of the 
world. 

“We do't have a choice. It’s 
inevitable,” Mr. Carver says, not- 
ing that it is time the U.S. mea- 
sures up to key U.S. trade part- 
ners such as Britain and Ca n ada 
which used to share the British 
system but officially have made 
the change. 

Mr. Carver says the Commerce 
Department reported in April to 
President Bill Clinton that while 


federal agencies sfowiy arc mak- 
ing the transition as required by 
law, they alone cannot win over 1 
more than 250 million people ra a 
country that left behind a fcfflg 
more than 200 yean ago but 
cannot quite let go of the imperial 
system of measures. 

But the little metric secret, Mr. 
Carver explains, is that most peo- 
ple in the United States use goods 
every day, designed and mea-. 
sored in metrics, without realising 
it. Most U.S. industries have 
made the switch, from photogra- 
phy to pharmaceuticals, to com- 
puters, cars and drinks. . 

Jennifer Lee, a diy^deaner ori- 
ginally from South Korea, laughs 
at the idea of customers asking 
for clothes alterations in cen- 
timetres, but welcomes the 
change. She already knows her 
metres and kilos. 


Australia wants APEC 
to combine features 
of G-7 and EC 


SYDNEY (R) — Australia is 
pressing to turn the Aria Pacific 
Economic Cooperation (APEC) 
forum into an association with 
strong executive power like the 
Group of Seven (G-7) nations. 
Prime Minister Paul Keating has 
said. 

“Australia, this government, 
has put together the concept of 
APEC, and in the last 18 months 
...I’ve done as much as I can 
possibly do to develop and prom- 
ote the concept of an Asia- Pacific 
G-7,” Mr. Keating said in ' a 
speech. 

The G-7 — comprising Cana- 
da, the United States, Japan, 
France, Germany, Italy and Bri- 
tain — meets regularly to discuss 
economic and political ties and 
trading relationships. It is widely 
viewed as a voice for major indus- 
trialised countries. 

Speaking at a trade union con- 
ference in Sydney, Mr. Keating 
said Australia also saw APEC 
turning into an open regional 
trading bloc similar to the North 
American Free Trade Agreement 
(NAFTA) and the European 
Community (EC). 


“We've seen th? world move 
info blocs, in North America and 
Europe," he said. “We don’t 
particularly want to be in a res- 
tricted trading bloc. We want to 
be in an open, regional arrange- 
ment .” 

APEC, an Australian-initiated 
group formed in 1989, consists of 
Japan, South Korea, Australia 
New Zealand, Hong Kong, 
Taiwan, China, the United 
States, Canada, Brunei, Indone- 
sia, Malaysia, foe Philippines, 
Singapore and Thailand. 

Mr. Keating said the APEC 
nations represented about SO per 
cent of the world's economic out- 
put and Australia was still work- 
ing to turn APEC into a heads-of- 
govemment organisation. 

An obstacle to such a move 
is that China considers Taiwan a 
dependent province and is set to 
resume control over Hong Kong 
in 1997. 

U.S. President Bill Clinton has 


proposed an informal meeting of 
APEC he ‘ 


heads of state to coincide 
with. APECs annual meeting of 
foreign ministeis in Seattle in 
November. 


U.S. pension funds seek 
to invest more in China 


BEIJING (R) — U.S. financial 
moguls controlling $500 billion in 
pension funds — about one- 
eighth of the U.S. total — will 
meet next week in Beijing to 
explore ways to invest more in 
China, organisers said Friday. 

Philip Schaefer, president of 
Pennons 2000 of San Francisco, 
told reporters the conference 
would bring together about 100 
American pension fund and in- 
vestment managers and about 100 
Chinese from major financial in- 
stitutions and government de- 
partments. 

“U.S. pension funds already 
invest in China indirectly, 
through China funds and Chinese 
shares listed in the United 
States.” Mr. Schaefer said. “We 
are looking at ways to increase 
our investment in Grina.” 

He said pension funds in foe 


United States total more than $4 
trillion, the countiyV largest 
single pool of capital, and some 
10 per cent is usually earmarked 
for overseas investment. 

“Generally the' fastest-growing 
area is the international sector 
and w ; thin that the fasrest- 
grero . sector is in emerging 
mark s, of which China is the 
greatest,” Mr. Schaefer said. 
"We are here for foe long haul. 
We take a long-term view.” 

Cohosting the conference cal- 
led “the Chinese Century — from 
Wall Street to the Great Wall” is 


die People's Construction Bank, 
lofOiuia's 


one or unna's four major banks, 
which specialises in long and 
medium-term investment. 

Bank Vice President Zhou 
Hanrong said one key focus win 
be direct and indirect investment 
by the pension funds in basic 


industries and 'infrastructure, re- 
sponsible for the economy’s worst 
bottlenecks. 

Chinese investors tend to avoid 
these sectors — including rail- 
ways , roads, power stations and 
raw material production — be- 
cause of the large sums involved 
and foe long pay-back. 

But the failure of these sectors 
to match runaway growth in other 
areas has become a serious res- 
traint on foe economy. 

At foe conference , the Chinese 
ride will brief the visitors on 
investment policies, the environ- 
ment and prospects for these 
industries. The Americans ride 
will explain pension fund opera- 
tions, management, accounting 
and legal systems, Mr. Zhou said. 

Mr. Schaefer described the 
conference as the start of a im- 
portant and historic venture. 


Kohl urges Germans to take 
a critical look at virtually 
their entire way of life 


BONN (R) — Chancellor Hel- 
mut Kohl told Germans Friday 
that they needed to make fun- 
damental changes in the way they 
think and do things to restore 
their economic competitiveness. 

Presenting a report entitled 
"securing Germany's future as an 
economic location,” he said the 
country bad to produce goods 
more cheaply and flexibly to meet 
mounting competition from east-, 
ern Europe, Aria and foe indus- 
trialised world. 

“1 believe the most important 
thing that is necessary now — and 
wbar I hope for from this 


— is a change in people's 
and a rethink,” Mr. Kohl told a 


news conference. “Quite simply, 
we most be able to review long- 
standing habits, break up what 
has become encrusted and set 
new priorities.” 

The 110-page report, which 
Mr. Kohl described as a sober 
assessment of the country’s situa- 
tion, urges Germans to take a 
critical look at virtually their en- 
tire way of life. Calling for an 
overhaul of the economic, wel- 
fare and education systems. It 
says Gepnans must work harder, 
retire later, rely more on their 
own initiative and expect less 
from the state. 

The report is essentially a dis- 
cussion document but it will be 
followed in foe coming years by 
legislation on cutting corporate 
taxes, reducing bureaucracy and 
other matters. 


Major themes include rolling 
back the role of the state and 
privatising state-owned com- 
panies and utilities. 

New proposals include allow- 
ing the unemployed to work in 
return for modest pay on top of 
their unemployment benefit. 

, "This would give them more 
chances of getting hack into work 
and prevent them becoming so- 
cial outsiders,” said Economics 
Minister Guenter Rexrodt, foe 
main author of the report. 

Mr. Kohl said Germany’s ex- 
tremely low birth rate and in- 
creasing life-expectancy meant 
action was needed now to ensure 
that a shrinking workforce would 
be able to pay foe pensions of a 
growing elderly population in foe 
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future. 

He noted that many people 
only work for around 30 years — 
completing their studies at 29 or 
30 and retiring at 59 — although 
average life expectancy is 
approaching 80 years. 

“The sums don’t add up,” Mr. 
Kohl said. 

He said Germany could no 
longer afford to subsidise declin- 
ing industries or tolerate exces- 
sive bureaucracy. "More money 
is spent on maintaining uncom- 
petitive industries than is invested 
in state aid for research and 
thereby in foe future of our coun- 



Hehnnt Kohl 

ness included “a cost crisis in our 
companies, the danger of losing 


try,” Mr. Kohl said. “Bureaucra- our advantage in high technology 
J — 1 -roblems arising from die 


cy, complicated administrative 
procedures and over-long plan- 
ning and approval periods are 
making it more difficult to estab- 
lish modern high-technology in- 
dustry in Germany.” 

Mr. Rexrodt said key chal- 
lenges to German compctitive- 


and 

globalisation of markets.' 

Bnt Germany had not yet lost 
the race and should make better 
use of its advantages — a good 
infrastructure and a workforce 
that was well-trained and general- 
ly highly motivated. 


FORECAST FOR SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 4, 1993 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Rtghter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Don'i waste time with regrets or 
expect friends to grieve with ydu. 
Be busy working on bobbies in- 
stead and go out socially in the 
evening without, being a bad sport. 
Don't grumble or be stingy. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
a find that 


During the daytime you 
partners can very easily become 
opponents if you do anything that 
upsets them but tonight associates 
bring you joy. 

TAUtlUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You can lave a number of obsta- 
cles in the path of your perform- 
ance of todays activities during the 
daytime, try to do the important 
tasks m the evening. 


meats where financial arrange- 
ments are concerned and tonight 
you see how to invest wisely. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) You have all kinds of personal 
disappointment during the day if 
yoirtty to get your way but tonight 
everything works out just hunky - 
.rimy. /or you. 


SCORPIO: (October 23 io Novem- 
ber 21) Think about what you can 
do to tactfully remove obstacles in 
the path , of intimate urges during 
the day, then lonir ht you caii have 
a wonderful time. 


GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21 ) You 
the good time during 


do not have 
the day that you would like but 
conditions improve very much in 
the evening atia you can have a bail 
then. 


SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 lo 
December 21) Decide on evening 
friends and acquaintances you 
want to see and contact, make 
appointments with them after day 
using care with everyone. 


CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 


January 20) This is your evening io 
i ball 


MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Think about what you can 
do to eliminate tension and unfor- 
tunate conditions at home before 
you invite interesting guests in for 
tlie evening- 

LEO: (July 22 lb August 21) Its 
advisable to use much care in 
motion and on the highway during 
the .day but in the evening'you can 
have a fine time at pleasant recrea- 
tions. 


go out on the town and have a ! 
after making sure you* have 
attended to all pressing obligations 
during daytime. 


AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) This is the day for you to 
avoid extending any activities until 
after the sun goes down when 
everything works out very much to 
your benefit. 


VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) This is the daytime for you to 
make, sure you avoid any commit- 


P1SCES: (February 20 to March 
20) A misunderstanding could en- 
sue if you get in any disagreement 
with your mate during the daytime 
but in the evening a spirit or 
cooperation prevails. 


THE Daily Crossword by Kenneth V. Holden 


ACROSS 
1 Whale 
S Public square 
10 Steed 

14 Island least 

15 Was troubled 

16 Bloody 

17 Emulate 
Rapuruel? 

20 Executor 

21 Inspected 
closely 

22 Adolescent 

23 Peaks 
25 Humored 

28 Decorate 

29 Melville novel 

30 Desert plants 

31 Dance step 
34 Dracutos new 

feathers? 

38 Time cycles: 
abor. 

39 El tot 

40 Aim bone 

41 Recent 

42 Abhor 
44 Scanty 

46 Anthracite 

47 In agreement 

48 Casino game 
52 Pragmatic 

annelid? 

55 Robert — 

56 Long poem 

«vison 

57 Fleuret 

58 Ninny 

59 Pilot 

60 Faculty VIP 
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DOWN 

1 Highly spiced 
stew 

215 sorrowful 
SFettnes 

4 Thespian's 

hearing 

5 Hocked 

6 Suiting 

7 Cosmetic 
additive 

8 Buddhist 
discipline 

9 Summer 
refresner 

10 Shocked 


11 Severely 
criticize 

12 flam 

13 Polar explorer 
18 Curved molding 
IS Picturesque 

23 Hide 

24 — of passage 

25 Consistency. 

26 God of love 
27 Curves 

28 Mend 

30 Small pot 

31 Whine 

32 Sheridan and 
Sothem 

33 ERA e g. 

35 Search out 
38 Poems 

37 Made Ittegai 

41 Sruck out - 

42 Adult* ate 

43 Per 
44Shopatt8d 
45 Strength 
4° — du jour 
47 Arabian guff 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


tnomra mod anran 
naQa nnnen nnnn 
□EHasnsncia anno 
raamnn qbd qhhqe 
□aa aan nnam 
„ cinraHBmnrancirau 
nnnnncmn nanonn 
ciHnn 0HE nnao 
onnamH ranoonuBR 
raannBfifnnnnsEi 

non nna 
goons man nnnno 
oquh nsnnnoonri]^ 
mnao nnnijo ejodq 
aons SRO0S ciehr 


48 Curse 
48 Twisted fiber 
SO Region 


51 Federal agents 
53 AW. sen. 

84 Corrode 
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Arab economy grew 14% last year— repo 
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CAIRO (R) — Arab economies, 
shrugging off the Gulf war, grew 
by 14 per cent in 1992 but this was 
soil ' below expectations, ' Arab 
bankers meeting in Cairo said. 

“The -Arab economy has 
achieved in 1952 a significant 
growth by about 14 per cent after 
the negative effects of the Golf 
war had been contained," the 
annual Arab Economic Report 
said. 

“Inflation in most Arab coun- 
tries declined or stabilised in re- 
sponse to adjustments to new 
monetary and financial policies," 


added die report released at a 
meeting winch began Thursday at 
’the Arab League headquarters. 

"But despite the good perform- 
ance, the Arab economy could 
not make up for the decline in 
growth during ti>e Gulf crisis. The 
average annual growth during the 
past three years was only 1.7 per 
cent. The -per capita income de- 
clined by one per cent in average 
after 17 years of efforts to in- 
crease growth," the report said. 

The conference brought 
together central bank governors 
of all Arab and Gulf states to 


assess economic growth and 
financial and monetary policies 
ahead of the Arab economic min- 
isterial conference scheduled for . 
next week. 

Oussama El Fakih, chairman 
of the Arab Monetary Fund, told 
a news conference the conferees 
reviewed economic and monetary 
reforms programmes applied in 
many poor countries with the 
help of the International Monet- 
ary Fund (IMF) and the World 
Bank. 

The annual economic report 
said Arab countries generally 


have done well for the past year 
by increasing oil production and 
revenues and cutting on deficits 
and inflation. 

The report said oil revenues 
grew to $97.7 billion in 1992 from 
$93-5 billion in 1991 due to an 
increase in exports and relative 
stability of prices. 

Oil exports swelled to 15.2 
million barrels per day (b/d), 
contributing 38.3 per cent of the 
total world exports against 36.5 
per cent in 1991. Oil production 
increased by 6.9 per cent to make 
28 per cent of the overall world 


production compared with 26 per 
cent in 1991. 

Public deficit in many countries 
fell to seven per cent of the gross 
domestic product (GDP) in 1992 
against 17 per cent in 1991, the 
report said. 

Mr. Fakih said economic re- 
forms, applied under the spon- 
sorship of the IMF, helped de- 
crease the deficit in many Arab 
countries. 

He urged countries applying 
economic reforms, such as Egypt, 
to follow suit of Tunis and 
Morocco which he said had suc- 


cessfully completed reforms and 
.lifted monetary restrictions. 

The report said productivity 
was still low in the Arab World 
and it remained highly dependent 
on foreign labour and employ- 
ment of children. “These factors 
are worrying and need special 
care," it said. 

Arab agricultural output rose 
by 11.5 per cent in 1992 to S6I 
billion and accounted for 12.8 per 
cent of GDP. 

Industrial production increased 
by 11.3 per cent, making 32 per 
cent of GDP. 


Report says Arab Gulf 
states disbursing aid 
despite economic woes 


Foreign investment firms flock to UAE 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
Gulf states are still providing aid 
to help needy Arab and Third 
World countries although their 
own economies are suffering 
from a drop in ofl revenues, said a 


tion Council (GCC) gave $2.7 
billion dollars in development 
assistance in 1991 and nearly S2 
billion in 1992 according to the 
Arab Monetary Fund (AMF). 

The Abu Dhabi-based AMF 
said the donor countries were still 
providing financial assistance 
“despite fluctuations in oil prices 
and persistent deficits in the 
budgets and balance of pay- 


ments.” 

Saudi Arabia, the world's top 
ofl exporter and producer, ex- 
tended 64 per cent of die 1991 aid 
while 21 percent was provided by 
the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) and IS per cent by 
Kuwait, the report said. 

In 1992, Riyadh gave Sl.l bil- 
lion, including $960 million as 
grots, and the UAE provided 
$735 million in grants. 

Although the aid has dropped 
sharply to about 1.5 per cent of 
those countries’ gross domestic 
product (GDP) from more than 
seven per cent in the late 1970s, it 
remains higher than that from 
most industrialised states, it said. 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Foreign 
investment companies are flock- 
ing to the United Arab Emirates 
(UA£) to exploit the high liquid- 
ity that is accumulating in the 
absence of an official stock mar- 
ket and major investment outlets. 

The U.S. giant Merrill Lynch 
and other Western investment 
and financial services companies 
have set up offices in the wealthy 
Gulf state while foreign operating 
in the UAE have opened “deal- 
ing rooms” to face demand. 

Dealers said such companies 
were offering lucrative packages 
for investment abroad. Demand 
for their services was high while 
there were too few domestic in- 
vestment opportunities to absorb 
local funds. 

“In the absence of national 
investment portfolios and an offi- 
cial stock market, foreign invest- 
ment companies have become ac- 


tive in the local market,” said 
Zuhair Kaswani, a leading UAE 
stockbroker. 

“They have helped absorb part 
of the large liquidity in the mar- 
ket but the funds have been 
siphoned out in overseas invest- 
ment and financial speculations 
that will not benefit the domestic 
economy in the long term." he 
added. 

Taking advantage of the large 
liquidity, a group of UAE 
businessmen set up the country's 
first investment fund in 1988 — 
The National Investment and 
Securities Company. 

But it collapsed last year after 
large losses caused by misman- 
agement and speculation abroad. 

While nearly 26 banks and 
companies trade their shares in 
the UAE, dealing has remained 
relatively low as there is no offi- 
cial exchange, the market is li- 


mited to national investors, and 
the government, which does not 
trade in shares, has a large own- 
ership in most trading institu- 
tions. 

“Another important factor is 
the tendency for long-term in- 
vestment. Most investors buy 
shares and keep them for years to 
get a fixed income," said Ziad 
Dabbas, share-dealing chief at 
the National Bank of Abu Dhabi 
(NBAD). 

Turnover in the UAE has re- 
mained as low as $100,000 to 
$200,000 a day compared with 
more than $5 million a day in 
neighbouring Saudi Arabia. 'The 
26 institutions are capitalised at 
$8.3 billion and their movement 
is tracked by an unofficial share 
index set up by NBAD in 19S9. 

Although dealing began more 
than a decade ago, only one new 
firm, the Dubai National Insur- 


ance Company, has joined the 
UAE stock market. In contra-sri. 
trading institutions in Saudi Ara- 
bia have steadily increased to 
in 1992. from 62 in 19S8. In 
Oman they rose to 86 from 75.' 

Regional dealers expect further 
expansions in the Saudi arid; 
Omani markets as new com- 
panies are being set up. whiitf' 
Oman has started to sell public 
institutions to public . 

“The UAE market needs neuT 
joint-stock companies with V 
large capital covering the indust- 
rial. petrochemical and trade sec- ( 
tors to absorb the liquidity, most 1 
of which is in bank deposirs with’ 
low yield." Mr. Kaswani said: ’ 

Investments abroad b;* UAE- 
based foreign banks and financial' 
institutions have steadily grown - 
to reach around $4 billion March 
compared with $3.1 billion in' 
March 1991. 
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F ussian parliament sues 
F eltsin on Rutskoi decree 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Parliament 
-Oyer ^med President Boris Yelt- 
s aecree suspending his vice- 
president and called Friday the 
n»gh court to judge its legality as 
the Russian leader argued it was 
need jd to fight corruption. 

‘Shame on anyone who 
■^tempts to defend this decree,” 
Parliament Speaker Ruslan Khas- 
bulatov said shortly before the 
conservative legislature voted 141 
to 10 in favour of a resolution 
saying Mr. Yeltsin had overstep- 
ped his legal authority. 

The appeal to the constitution- 
al court for a ruling on the decree 
automatically suspended the 
-- Order under Russian law. 

■ -The vote however had been 
•anticipated and political analysts 
have already predicted a mixed 
verdict from the court due to the 
intentionally ambiguous wording 
of the Yeltsin decree and vagaries 
in the current constitution. 
v Mr. Kbasbulatov, who had 
already described Mr. Yeltsin’s 
"■decree as a “rude violation” of 
the constitution, told lawmakers 
shortly before the vote that there 
.-.was no question on whether it 
■i' would be annulled but only on 
.. '.how if would be annulled. 

.The latest assault from the 
Soviet-era parliament came two 


days after Mr. Yeltsin issued the 
decree in which he temporarily 
suspended Mr. Rutskoi and First 
Deputy Premier Vladimir 
Shumeiko pending results from 
corruption probes involving 
them. 

In a Last-minute appeal for sup- 
port from the deputies, Mr. Yelt- 
sin issued a statement Friday 
asserting that “vociferous mutual 
accusations” among top state 
leaders were “greatly detrimental 
to the prestige of the state.” 

His appeal asserted that “at 
least some” of the documents 
presented as evidence to officials 
investigating charges of corrup- 
tion against Mr. Rutskoi and Mr. 
Shumeiko were grounds for their 
suspension. 

Analysts said Thursday the 
move was mainly a political 
attack by Mr. Yeltsin on Mr. 
Rutskoi, potentially his strongest 
challenger in any eventual early 
presidential elections, aimed pri- 
marily at besmirching his reputa- 
tion. 

They noted that Mr. Yeltsin, in 
his push for early legislative elec- 
tions that he hopes will weed 
many of his conservative foes out 
of parliament, would also likely 
be forced to accede to early pres- 
idential elections. 


Mr. Yeltsin was in Yelta Friday 
for summit talks with Ukrainian 
President Leonid Kravchuk, 'but 
bis appeal to the lawmakers stres- 
sed that the suspension of Mr. 
Rutskoi “of course does not 
mean dismissal or removal” from 
office. 

Mr. Yeltsin and Mr. Rutskoi 
were elected on the same ticket in 
June 1991 but the vice-president 
became one of Mr. Yeltsin’s lead- 
ing opponents beginning last 
March . when the president 
attempted to impose direct role. 

Since then, opinion polls have 
tracked a steady rise in Mr. Ruts- 
koi’s popularity and rated him 
roughly on par with Mr. Yeltsin 
prior to the latest-round of recri- 
minations and allegations of cor- 
ruption against Mr. Rutskoi. 

Mr. Yeltsin said last month 
that legislative elections would be 
held this autumn and described 
September as the month of “deci- 
sive action" to break toe political 
deadlock that has paralysed Rus- 
sia since shortly after the aborted 
1991 coop. 

The Kremlin however has since 
experimented with toe idea of 
creating a new Federation Coun- 
cil representing all of toe coun- 
try’s diverse region that could act 
as a parallel legislature. 


Yeltsin: Ukraine must be non-nuclear 


YALTA, Ukraine (AFP) — Rus- 
sia cannot accept Ukraine re- 
maining a nuclear power, Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin said be- 
fore he began a summit meeting 
here Friday with Ukrainian coun- 
terpart Leonid Kravchuk. 

Mr. Yeltsin's remarks, made as 
be set out from Russia for the 
talks here and reported by toe 
ITAR-TASS News Agency, re- 
ferred to Ukraine’s decision to 
retain 46 strategic missiles until 
1995. 

Russia views the move as a 
violation of defence agreements 
by toe Commonwealth of Inde- 
pendent States, which groups 
most of the ex-Soviet republics. 

Despite international pressure, 
the Ukrainian parliament has 
failed to ratify the Strategic Arms 


Reduction Treaty (START I) 
signed in 1991 by toe -oviet 
Union and the United Sta *s. 

Mr. Yeltsin and Mr. Kiev* *iuk 
are expected to discuss alS. 
offer to help with dismantling toe 
weapons, Ukrainian sources said. 
They added that Mr. Kravchuk 
might pay an official visit to 
Washington this month. 

As the two presidents begat 
their meeting in Massandra, nea. 
Yelta, the Crimean resort town in 
the south of Ukraine, Mr. Krav- 
chuk stressed that toe interests of 
-Crimea, an autonomous republic* 
within Ukraine, should be taken 
into account in any discussion of 
the Blade Sea Fleet, Interfox 
News Agency said. 

Russia and Ukraine previously 
agreed to at) are out toe fleet 
equally, with both parliaments 


due to ratify that arrangement in 
the next few months. But a move 
by the Russian parliament in July 
to declare Sevastopol, toe fleet's 
chief base, a Russian port, has 
renewed dispute over the fleet 

The Soviet government under 
Vildta Khruscfaev handed toe 
Crimea over to Ukraine in 1954. 

In addition to strategic midear 
weapons and the Black Sea Fleet, 
Mr. Yeltsin and Mr. Kravchuk 
are also expected to discuss eco- 
nomic issues and toe many inter- 
ethnic conflicts that have erupted 
in the territory which was former- 
ly the Soviet Union. 

“We must find ways of cooper- 
ating with Ukraine to cool down 
the hot issues,” in toe ex-Soviet 
Union, Interfox quoted Mr. Yelt- 
sin as saying. 


Chamorro seeks army chief’s removal 


MANAGUA (R) — Nicaragua's 
President Violeta Chamorro said 
she hoped to name a replacement 
for controversial Sandinista milit- 
ary chief General Humberto 
-Onega next year. 

She also signed a decree, effec- 
tive immediately, removing the 
office of military intelligence 
from army control in order to 
place it under toe presidency, 
announced plans to establish a 
five-year term for future army 
duels and said she would change 
toe name of the Sandinista Peo- 
ple’s Army. 

“My desire is ...to name a new 
chief in command of the army 
next year,” she said in a speech at 


a military ceremony. 

Her proposal provoked a sharp 
response from military leaders 
who said that only the military 
council, a br ,1y 'f "'p army offir- 
ers _an nu.ne a now chief. 

Major General Joaquin Cuad- 
ra, at a news conference, told 
reporters that the military in- 
tended to retain that right, but 
insisted their position did not 
imply a threat of action against 
the president. 

“Here there is absolutely no 
insubordination ...there is strict 
devotion to the law.” he said. 

The government’s official 
Radio Nicaragua Thursday even- 
ing said that Mrs. Chamorro had 


convened an emergency meeting 
of her cabinet to discuss the 
military’s position. 

Mrs. Chamorro's actions 
■■ reared to be a reply to pressure 
tram members of the U.S. Con- 
gress, her own conservative sup- 
porters and rearmed contra re- 
bels to remove Gen. Ortega from 
his post and reduce leftist Sandi- 
nista influence over her govern- 
ment. 

In Washington, Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher ap- 
plauded Mrs. Chamorro's moves, 
calling then, “bold steps towards 
reasserting civilian control over 
the military and intelligence ser- 


& 
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African National Congress supporters Thursday 
wave flags with a symbol of peace during a 


demonstration to mark National Peace Day (AFP 
photo) 


5 killed as S. Africa’s Peace Day ends 


1 JOHANNESBl RG (R) — 

. Three men were k led at a work- 
j ers’ hostel near lohannesburg 
and two were shot . iad in the city 
» centre while South vfiricans of all 
f races were mark ng toe final 
. hours of National Peace Day. 

. Police said Friday they did not 
t know the motive for the Thurs- 
day night killings of toe three 
- -men at Duduza, southeast of the 
South African commercial capit- 
al. There were no arrests. 

, The owner of Johannesburg’s 
8 Doomfontein Hotel was killed 
after three gunmen walked into 
j the hotel and ordered patrons to 
s Ue on the floor.’ 

Police said the gunmen ordered 
Michael Pedretro, 22, to kneel 
r and shot him between the eyes, 
e The gunmen killed a black pas- 
L serby as* they left the hotel. 

I Russia, 

; U.S. sign 
technology 
i pacts 

WASHINGTON (R) — Russia I 
“ and the United States, abandon- 1 
ing toe last vestiges of cold war 
hostility, signed wide-ranging , 
, agreements Thursday that in- 
l duded cooperation on an interna- 
tional space station. 
g . “It is time to leave behind the 
, vestiges of toe cold war and reach 
for a new partnership between 
the United States and Russia, * 
Vice President A1 Gore said. 

, Russia also agreed to stick to 
international guidelines on ex- 
porting missile technology, dear- 
ing toe way for a new era of 
j. high-technology cooperation. 

“Russia has agreed to observe 
the prindples of the missile tech- 
! oology control regime, which is 


“This happened on Peace Day, 
can yon believe it,” a police 
spokesman told Reuters, adding 
that no motive had been estab- 
lished. 

Despite the killings, and three 
.earlier in toe day, police said the 
level of violence on Peace Day 
was well below the national daily 
average of 20 murders during July 
and- August. 

Hawkish Law And Order 
Minister Hemus Kriel said toe 
comparatively low level of vio- 
lence Thursday proved there was 
a willingness to bring about last* 
ing peace. 

“Peace Day was nothing short 
of a mirade and shows that the 
community, when it stands 


South Africans of all races 
prayed, sang and held hands for 
peace and an end to violence in 
which 10,000 people have been 
killed since President F. W. De 
Klerk unbanned black opposition 
groups and began dismantling 
apartheid in 1990, 

In one township, members of 
toe African National Congress 
and the Inkatoa Freedom Party, 
whose feuding is blamed for 
much of toe bloodshed, met to 
shake hands in what political 
analysts called an unprecedented 
act of reconciliation. 

An opinion poll said about 80 
per cent of blade participants in 
Peace Day ceremonies believed it 
would have a lasting effect on 


r in a common cause, can ' reducing violence. But the prop- 
iolence effectively,*’ Mr. ortion among whites was only 47 


pit violence effectively,” Mr. 
riel said in a statement. 


per cent. 


Nigeria government faces 
pro-Abiola pressures 


LAGOS (R) — r Fuel shortages 
stopped many Nigerians from re- 
turning to work Friday after the 
main trade union group sus- 
pended a six-day-long strike for 
democratic rule. 

Major cities in this West Afri- 
can country stayed paralysed as 
oil workers continued a strike in 
support of Moshood Abiola, the 
undeclared winner of the annul- 
led June 12 presidential election. 

The action by the oO workers 
ex acerbated a long-standing pet- 
rol shortage in Africa’s most 
populous country, a week after 
Nigeria's former military rulers 
installed an interim government 
headed by industrialist Ernest 
Shonekan. * 

On Thursday, the United 
States- and Canada reaffirmed 
their opposition to the annulment 
of the June election. 

The United States said it did 
not intend to lift sanctions against 


„.,j. — - : '* U S Pres- mentiagreed to a quick return to 


much a) 
dent BUI 


appreciates, 
ill Clinton said. 


Cambodia to be a monarchy 

PHNOM PENH (R) — The co-leaders of Cambodia's interim 
coalition government said Friday their country would in future be 
^.constitutional monarchy with Prince Norodom Sihanouk as 
king. Prince Norodom Ranariddh, his son, and Hun Sen told 
reporters of the monarchy plan when they returned from 
constitutional talks with Prince Sihanouk in North Korea, where 
be was vacationing. “Yes. yes. I can confirm ... a constitutional 
; monarchy,” Priqce Ranariddh said. As for the fete of the 
coalition that emerged from U.N.-run national elections in May, 
Prince Ranariddh said: “We will have to see when my father will 
be king.” Prince Ranariddh's Royalist Party won the most votes 
in the election and he entered into a coalition with Hun Sen, 
prime minister of the Vietnam-backed formerly Communist 
government, whose party came second. 

Milan Judge arrested 

■ .MILAN, Ttaly (R) Milan’s top commercial Judge Diego C. 
was arrested Friday in connection with Italy’s biggest-ever bribe, 
-scandal, the Italian News Agency (ANSA) said. Judge Curto is 
the first senior judge to be arrested in the huge graft probe that 
has targe tted Italy’s top businessmen and politicians since 
February 1992. The report said toe arrested had been ordered by 
magistrates in the neighbouring town of Brescia. The report did 
■-not say what charges bad been pressed against Judge Curto, 
deputy head of the Milan Civil Court, but the judge has been 
' under inquiry for weeks over allegations of influence-peddling in 
connection with toe huge enimont scandal. 

Polish probe into massacre criticised 

. WARSAW (AFP) — Poland’s deration to set up an independent 
inquiry into toe 1940 massacre of 15,000 Polish officers and men 
by toe Soviets at Katyn has led to a wave of protests in the 
country, the daily Zyde Warszawy reported Friday. Justice 
-Minister J* 11 Piatkjowski, who announced the decision Thursday, 
did not corrult Prime Minister Hanna Suchoka, nor Foreign 
Minister Krzysztof Skubiszewski nor President Lech Walesa, their 
respective spokesmen said. His move marked a major break with 
previous Polish policy over the Katyn issue. Until now, Poland 
considered the massacre a matter for toe Russian judicial system 
*as the killings were on Soviet territory and carried out by Soviet 
citizens. Mr. Piatkowski's special panel of investigating magis- 
. fnies would seek the extradition to Poland of at least three 
. former officers of the NKVD, toe forerunner of the KGB. toe 
1 Soviet political police. But his decision was attacked by toe Katyn 
" Victims’ Families’ Federation which accused him of “playing toe 
' Katyn card in his electoral campaign” and of “promising the 
' impossible" in that Russian law does not allow Russian subjects to 
be extradited. The federation said his move would slow down toe 
Russian inquiry which was due to submit its findings before the 
end of the year. 

; Hosokawa seeks Kurils dispute solution 

■TOKYO (AFP) — Japanese Prime Minister Morihiro Hosokawa 
called for a solution to the Kuril Islands dispute in talks with a 
close aide to Russian President Boris Yeltsin, who is supposed to 
come here next month. Jiji Press said Friday. In a meeting with 


former Russian State Secretary Gennady Burbulis,” Mr. Hosoka- 
wa demanded that “responsible political leadership and decision 
making” replace "narrow-minded nationalism and domestic 
political strife” to solve the dispute. Mr. Burbulis arrived here 
Thursday to help realise a visit by Mr. Yeltsin promised for next 
month. “Solution of the northern territorial issue based on law 
and justice is a condition for Russia to become our partner, 
sharing a common "Sense of values with the groupof seven (G7)” 
industrialised nations, Mir. Hosokawa said. The G7 groups 
Britain, Canada, France, Germany, Italy and the United States 
along with Japan. 

Patten discounts prompt Hong Kong pact 

HONG KONG (AFP) — Governor Chris Patten he 1(1 out little 
hope Friday of any prompt agreement in Sino-British talks on 
extending democracy in Hong Kong, which go into a 10th round 
Saturday in Peking. In his first press conference after a month's 
holiday in Italy, Mr. Patten indicated there was no breakthrough 
on the immediate horizon despite a total of 80 hours of talking 
thus far. “The folks (so far) have been very useful , but there is still 
a great deal to do and a great deal to accomplish,” he said. He 
added: “I bope.it is still possible to build a bridge (over 
o u tst andi ng differences) on which we can all happily stand — but 
toe dock ticks on.” But he again declined to set a deadline for the 
negotiations to bear fruit, although he warned that if no pact 
could be reached, “we will have to take our responsibilities” in 
the twilight years of British rule. 

Catholic shopkeeper killed in N. Ireland 

BELFAST (R) — Protestant gunmen smashed down toe door of a 
Catholic shopkeeper’s home Friday and shot him dead in front of 
his six children, police said. He was the fourth person to die in one 
of toe bloodiest weeks of the year in Northern Ireland's political 
and sectarian conflict with Protestant extremists stepping up their 
campaign. Five people gunmen used a sledgehammer to batter 
down toe door and then ran up the stairs and shot the shopkeeper 
several times in toe stomach. He died later in hospital. The Ulster 
Freedom Fighters, an outlawed Protestant extremist group 
fighting to keep Northern Ireland British, admitted responsibility 
for the killing in a statement to the media. In the town of Armagh, 
a British army disposal expert was injured when a suspected Irish 
Republican Army bomb exploded outside the courthouse, which 
was badly damaged. Security forces were clearing the area when 
toe device went off. Police had originally feared that several 
people were injured in toe blast. 

Jackson arrives in Taiwan 

TAIPEI (R) — Pop superstar Michael Jackson, shrugging off ill 
health and allegations of child six abuse, received a tumultuous 
welcome from his fans as he flew into Taiwan -Friday to give two 
concerts. About 300 scraming fans greeted a smiling Jackson, 
accompanied by actress friend Elizabeth Taylor, as he arrived at 
his luxury hotel in downtown Taipei. Security guards struggled to 
maintain order. Earlier, the superstar and his entourage flew into 
Taipei's international airport from Singapore in a chartered 
Boeing 727 jeL He completed immigration formalities on the 
plane and was driven into town in a convoy accompanied by an 
ambulance. 


mentiagreed to a quick return to 
democracy. 

It imposed the limited sanc- 
tions after military refer General 
Ibrahim Babangida annulled the 
June ballot. Local and foreign 
observers had deemed toe elec- 
tion free and fair. 


“U.S. policy towards Nigeria 
will oontinue to be based on 
adherence to these democratic 
prindples,” White House spokes- 
woman Dee Dee Myers said m a 
statement, 

Mr. Abiola, with vast financial 
investments in the West, was due 
to meet U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher Friday. The 
wealthy Muslim businessman has 
been abroad since Aug. 3 seeking 
support for his claim to the pres- 
idency. 

The Nigert& : Labour Congress 
(NLC) Thursday suspended its 
strike, saying toe protest bad 
made an impact and it would 
continue to press for the results of 
the June election to be upheld. 

The more politically motivated 
National Union of Petroleum and 
Natural Gas Workers 
(NUPENG) said it could not end 
its strike to force Mr. Shonekan 
to step down in favour of Mr. 
Abiola before its National Execu- 
tive Council meets Monday. 

Canada, which also hit Nigeria 
with sanctions, Thursday reaf- 
firmed its support for Mr. Abiola 
and called on the interim govern- 
ment to ensure his personal safety 
and allow him to return freely to 
Nigeria. 


160 states seek tougher 
stand against war crimes 


GENEVA fUSIA) — Repre- 
sentatives of some 160 govern- 
ments attending a conference on 
toe protection of war victims in 
Geneva called on toe internation- 
al community to '‘ensure that war- 
crimes are duly prosecuted and 
do not -go unpunished.” 

_ Delegates to the International 
Conference for the Protection of 
War Victims adopted a draft dec- 
laration Sept. 1 condemning in- 
creasingly widespread violations 
of humanitarian law, especially 
violence against civilians. 

Warren Zimmermann, the 
director of toe State Depart- 
ment’s Bureau for Refugee Prog- 
rammes, said he believes the con- 
ference succeeded in focusing in- 
ternational attention on toe plight 
of war victims. 

“I think we are seeing a new 
level of violence and atrocity tout 
we have not seen in a long time,” 
the former U.S. ambassador to 
Yugoslavia sad in an interview 
following tire c on ference. 

He attributed the increase in 
violence in part to toe rise of 
nationalism, “which is in itself a 
land of doittrine which creates 
hostility to other national 
groups.” 

Mr. Zimmermann led toe U.S. 
delegation to the three-day confer- 
ence, which was convened by the 
Swiss government and the filter- 
national Committee of the Red 
Cross (ICRQ, . 

The conference's final declara- 
tion reaffirms toe principles of 
humanitarian law embodied in 
the 1949 Geneva Conventions — 
international treaties intended to 
safeguard respect for botfi com- 
batants and civilians in times of 
conflict. 

It calls on governments to take 
“resolute action” against states 
“bearing responsibility few viola- 
tions of international humanita- 
rian law.” 

The Swiss government, the de- 
pository state of the Geneva con- 


ventions, has been asked to con- ■ 
vene an open-ended inter- 
governmental group of experts 
“to study practical means of 
promoting roll compliance” with 
the conventions, which most of 
the worid’s nations have signed. 

Like Mr. Zimmermann, many 
delegates to the conference ex- 
pressed outrage at toe increasing 
level of violence against civilians, 
especially in the internal conflicts 
which have sprung up around the 
globe in the wake of toe cold war. 

“We have passed the threshold 
of what is tolerable in modem 
warfare, especially as regards toe 
treatment of civilian popula- 
tions.” U.N. High Commissioner 
for Refugees (UNHCR) Sadako 
Ogata told, the conference. * 

She said the ICRC and her own 
agency are now faced with- 
“shockingly frequent and blatant 
disregard of the most elementary 
humanitarian prindples." 

The UNHCR and other huma- 
nitarian organisation cannot be 
“expected indefinitely to operate 
in an environment that is not only 
hostile bat blatantly vicious, 
Mrs. Ogata said. 

Humanitarian institutions, 
Mrs. Ogata asserted, are being 
“manipulated and blackmailed” 
by parties to conflicts “for toe 
furtherance of non-humanitarian 
objectives.*’ In Bosnia- 
Heizegovina the flouting of basic 
operational principles has be- 
come “the rule rather than toe 
exception,” she said. 

Russian Foreign Minister 
Andrei Kozyrev said today’s in- 
ternational community is con- 
fronted with “armed conflicts of a 
new type.” 

“All this is not simply the acts 
of atrocity committed by indi- 
viduals, but a result of conscious 
realisation of doctrines perme- 
ated with the evil spirit of aggres- 
sive nationalism and xenopho- 
bia,” he said. 


Turkey 
boosts 
troops at 
Armenian 
border 

ANKARA (Agencies') — Turkey 
ha* stepped up movements of 
troops and armoured vehicles in 
border regions with Armenia and 
Iran in order to boost security for 
itself and neighbouring Azerbai- 
jan, sources dose to nrilitaiy 
headquarters here said. 

Reconnaissance and surveill- 
ance flights had also been in- 
creased, tire sources said. The 
troops were from the Third Army 
based at Erzmcan with response 


Man charged for & 
registering hfc f 
dog to Vote • £ 

PALM SPRIGS, Cafif. <A^ : 
Remington Steele Stephen* & 
listed on a voter registration dad 
as a Libertarian with the profa* 
Sion of “hohse watcher.” Ktam 
side County officials know hi* 
better as Charles Stephens*.^ 
And although Remington never 
cast a ballot, Charles bin trouble 
with toe law. On Wedneufay, be 
was charged with a misdemeanor, 
count of filing an affidavit' of 
registration for a nonexistent per- 
son. punishable tty 
and one year in jail. Ml. 
Stephens, ■ Denman, infe* 
that prosecutors are bariting sp' 
the wrong tree. “It was aO done' 
here at home in jesrasd jm. 
accidentally sent in, he said, ton 
county register of voters Frank 
Johnson says authorities mast 


based at Erzincan with response Johnson says aomontie* mast 
bility for eastern defences, and keep folks like Mr. Stephenson a 
from garrisons in Van facing Iran, short leash- “It undermines. toe 

The military activity followed a system,” Mr. Johnson* said, 
session of the National Secinity 
Council late Thursday chaired 
here by President Suleyman De- 
mind. 

The council, without being spe- 
cific, announced supplementary 
measures for the preservation of 
peace and stability in the region 
“and for the protection of toe 
security of Turkey and of the 
independence and territorial in- 
tegrity of Azerbaijan.” 

A communique said escalation 
of Armenian attacks was 
“seriously threatening" peace 
and stability m the Caucasus. It 
warned that the current fighting 
could become more .widespread 
and have repercussions on other 
countries unless Armenia pulled 
out immediately and uncon- 
ditionally from t erritor y, it had 
occupied in Azerbaijc... 

Prune Minister Tansu Cflier' 
and her . deputy Erdal Inonu 
attended the Security Council 
session, along with the defence, 
interior and foreign ministers and 
the deputy chief of the general 
staff. 

An earlier cabinet meeting said 
the government was “concerned” 
about toe continued occupation 


Pavarotti holds 
concert beside 
Eiffel Tower 

PARIS (R) — Italian tenor 
Luciano Pavarotti sang for ten* of 
thousands of mesmerised fan 
crammed next to Paris’ Eiffel 
Tower for one of his favourite 
rockstar-like outdoor co nc ert s . 
Some 14,000 people paid 100 to 
1,000 francs (SI 7-170) for a seat. 
But tens of thousands more lis- 
tened for free and watched him 
on a grant screen on a balmy 
evening, some staking oat space 
on the Cbamp-De-Mais lawn 
horns before Pavarotti came on 
stage. The burly tenor, 40 
kilometres thinner, a+oz arias 
from Bizet's Carmen, Verdi's 
Luisa Miller, Rossini's Wilhelm 
Tell and Poocmi’s Tosca. A few 
horns before the concert, broad- 
cast live on toe pay television 
channel Canal Pins, the 57-year- 
old tenor pledged to give pro- 
ceeds from a future concert to the 
fight against AIDS. Pavarotti" 
started mass outdoor c oncerts in 
'ZZZZSL San Francisco’s Golden Part in 
1975. He performed for 150,000 
of A zerbaij ani terntory by Artne - ^.Kiked fans in London’s 

Jfyjj xwMgtom- Hyde Park two years ago, and for 


tion of Iranian troops near toe 
Azerbaijani frontier. 

Government spokesman Y3- 
dmm Aktnna said the develop- 
ments were of a nature to imperil 
regional peace. It was the respon- 
sibility of aD the region's states to 
keep tiie peace, he said, since any 
regional conflict would cause dif- 
ficulties for them. alL 

Foreign Minister FGkmet Cetin 
said he had no confirmation of 
local press reports that Iranian 
troops had apparently entered 
Azerbaijan. 

In Moscow Thursday, ITAR- 
TASS had quoted Robert Kocha- 
rian. chairman of the Defence 
Committee of Azerbaijan’s 
Armenian -majority secessionist 
enclave of Nagorno-Karabakh, as 
saying that Armenian forces in 
southwest Azerbaijan had 
“visually observed” Iranian 
troops crossing the border into 
Azerbaijan. 

Azerbaijan immediately de- 
nied the reports, with Islcender 
Allakhverdiev, commander of. 
Azerbaijani Border Guards,' 
saying no Iranian troops had cros- 
sed toe Arax River into south- 
west Azerbaijani territory, 
according to ITAR-TASS. 

But Azerbaijan joined Russia 
and Thrkey in warnings that the 
buildup of forces in mat region 
was raising tension, news agen- 
cies said. v 

Azerbaijan's Acting President 
Geidar Aliyev also called Iranian 
Foreign Minister Ali Akbar 
Velayati late Thursday, urging 
Tehran to continue its warnings 
to Armenia to “stop its aggres- 
sion” against Azerbaijan, Iranian 
stat-rnn radio in Tehran said. 

Tehran, which fears the Arme- 
nian offensive could jeopardise 
its security and unleash a wave of 
refugees into Iran, launched a 
series of diplomatic initiatives last 
week to bring international press- 
ure on Yerevan to accept a cease- 
fire with Baku and return to its 
recognised borders. 

It came after Armenian separ- 
atists launched a new offensive 
against Azerbaijani territory last 
month, seizing control of 
strategic towns near the Iranian 
border to the south. 

Meanwhile, the United States 
has pledged $1 million each to the 
Inter n a tion al Committee of the 
Red Cross (ICRQ and the Un- 
ited Nations High Commissioner 


half a million muse lovers in New 
York's Central Park last June. 
“So much the better if there are 
many, very many (spectators). It 
makes that many happy people,” 
he told the Freiidi newsp ap er Le 
Pqgsteu. Official guests induced 
entertainment stars, business ty- 
coons and 14 cabinet ministers. In 
the&ree area, pensioners, young 
sonples bolding babies, bcer- 
irinktng students and leather- 
dad youths on motorbikes ming- 
led in silent admiration during toe 
two-hour concert organised by 
the City of Paris. Ponce banned 
cars from the area and the Paris 
Transport Authority laid on extra 
underground trains. No incidents 
were reported. 

Japan’s (LDP) 
plays cupid to woo 
the young 

TOKYO (AFP) — The Liberal 
Democratic Party (LDP), 
spumed by Japanese voters after 
four decades in power, is wooing 
the young with a lonely beans' 
dub. The party's branch in Kana- 
gawa, south of Tokyo, is to open 
aq exdusive dub named toe 
Liberty Chib next month offering 
Hatching services to members de- 
sperately seeking a spouse. The 
marge is cheap compared with 
rivals — 10,000 yen ($95) for 
membership plus a fee of 12,000 
yen per year. But a precondition 
is enro lmen t in toe conservative 
P *rty, turfed out of power last 
month. “By promoting marriage 
among LDP members, the ser- 
vice would serve to build a net- 
work of the party in the area,” a 
branch official said Friday. He 
was confident the business would 
be successful as about SO people 
pestered local MPs each year to 
ind partners for them. 

1st woman to walk 
length of Africa 
returns home 

LONDON (AP) — The first 
w^an to walk the length of 
Africa celebrated her return 
borne to Britain after the 10,055 
mile (16,161 km) trek with a 
P*rty at a London hotel with 
mends and her support team 


Red Cross (ICRQ and the Un- S? 1 **?* night. Feyona Camp- 
ded Nations High j* 26* performed cartwheels 

for Refugees (UNHCR) to pro- told waiting news crews on 

virl* r . her arrival 


vide humanitarian assistance in 
response to toe growing number 
of displaced persons in Azerbai- 
jan. 

The donation, extended in late 
August, is the latest effort by toe 
CUuton administration, bam- 


ber arrival earlier Thursday at 
Gatwick Airport south of Lon- 

j™ It’s good to be 

home. She said that after 29 
swaths spent on the trek from’ 
Cape Town in South Africa to the 1 
hortheni Moroccan port of Tan- 
a £“ 1 £5. tratiOT *’- ^ atn " 8W* 9 1 * d* Straits of Gibraltar 
re *P ctKms ’ she was looking forward todriv- 

SS ri 5S!L^ ysto P ro y ideAzer “ ag a car. Miss Campbell who 
bajan wito humanitarian assist- flew to Britain Thunday from 

Wltb ^ growing Gibraltar accompanied by her sis- 
rattgee problems, according to ter Shuna. has booked into a 

-£ 53 " »■"* °* 

>y»d, U.S. officials say, there are 
plans to provide additional assist- 
ance to Azerbaijani displaced 
persons through private volan- 
tary organisations under a grant 
to Save the Children. 





U.S. Open 

— - m — ^ » 

Edberg exit opens way for Sampras 






tfSLtr - 5, \ -.* * 


Particip ants fa the World Rowing Champ* 
tipa tor the upcoming finals (AFP photo) 


crowd the River Rndkc 


Prague, in prepara- 


Kasparov courts conflict 
on and off the board 


LON DON (AFP) — Champion Gary Kasparov, the • world’s 
strongest ever chess player who will defend his tide against British 
challenger Nigel -Short in London next week, has courted-conffict and 
tension both on and off the board.. - - 

^peaking at d press conference at the luxury Savoy Hotel where the 
row WU take place, Kasparov recalled the “very unpleasant” 
treatment he received from Sonet officials before his match against 
his .’predecessor as worid- champion Anatoly Karpov in 198$'. 

-•Soviet officials “really did not want me to beat Karpov,” Kasparov* 
said, ; jTbey felt I was an alien.” 

.Unlike Karpov, whom he has accused of being an apparatchik of 
the Communist -system, Kasparov, aged 30, has an unconventional 
background: A Russian national, he was born into a half- Jewish and 
hal£ Armenian family in the Azerbaijani capital Baku April 13, 1963. 

As Garry Kimovich Weinstein he first started moving pieces on a 
chessboard in 1969, and adopted the family name of his mother Klara 
Kasparova after his father died the following year. 

Kasparov won the Soviet junior chess championship in 1976 at the 
age of 13. 

. Thirteen has been Kasparov’s lucky number since he defeated 
Karpov in 1985, becoming the 13th and youngest ever world 
champion in the history of chess at the age of 22. 

. The victory did not come easily. Flore nao Campomanes, the 
president of die World Chess Federation (FIDE), suspended the 
marathon match hi Moscow after five months, with Karpov 5-3 ahead 
but-said to be physically and emotionally drained.. , . . 

■Kasparov bad to wait for a rematch in Moscow six months later to 
beat his arch-rival and win the .coveted title. Since, then be has 
dominated worid chess utterly. . » 


Tapie , 
threatens 
to quit ■ 


PARIS (AFP) — The presi- 
dent of Olympique Marseille. 


Wanted: Aggressive referees 


Jsgue 
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TOKYO ( AP) — SaburottCarifo- 
buchi, chairman of Japan's fledg- 
ling pro soccer league, isn’t wor- 
ried about attendance, which is 
terrific, or revenues; which have- 
surpassed all expectations. ■ 

. His league, in fact, has in just a 
few months become a bona fide 
-national craze. So what’s prob- 
lem? 

Timid refs. 

. . "He tell them to go ahead and 




give out cards when some player 
seta out of line,” said Kawabuchi, 


sets out of line,” said Kawabnchi, 
head of the 10-team J. League, 
Japan’s first frilly professional 
soccer league. 

“We encourage them to be 
more aggressive, be said Friday. 
“Bat they are too cautious.” ■ 

The level of officiating at J. 
League games has come under 
fee because of a number of ques- 


tionable calls 'and' V shoving 
match last month between popU 7 
lar Brazilian' forward Alcindo 
Sartori and referre Hitoshi 
Yamada. 

Alcindo, infuriated by Yama- 
da’s decision to show fellow 
Brazilian Zico the yellow card for 
slapping an opponent, shoved a 
ball in Yamada’s chest during a 
game, hut the referee did not 
punish him. 

Alcindo, who is 25 and plays 
for the Kashi ma Antlers, then 
followed Yamada to his room 
after the game to continue bis 
tirade. The league -later sus- 
pended him for four games. 

Kawabuchi noted that soccer is 
only apart-time job for many of 
the officials, making them feel a 
bit out of drier league when con- 
fronted by well-known players. 


dent of Olympique Marseille. 
Bernard Tapie, has threatened 
to quit if his embattled ^dub is 
kicked out of the- 'European 
Champion Cup because of 
mateferigging allegations. 

Tapie also said he would quit 
rf the allegations, that two men 
from his club tried to bribe 
three- player? from Valencien- 
nes before a crucial league 
match May 20 last season, 
were proved to be true. 

“Taking OM out of Europe 
would kill the club.” the mil- 
lionaire businessman told Fri- 
day’s edition of French daily 
Liberation. “As for me. I'd 
Sop. I don’t have a staff and 
budget that could live without 
the European Champions 
Cup.”* 

The menace has been hover- 
ing above die above cup hol- 
ders all week, since the sport's 
ruling body worldwide, FIFA 
warned the French Federation 
to make a decision over the 
' corruption irff&rr- by September 
; -• 

Marseille s appearance . jin 
this season’s tournament, 
which starts later this month, 
will be discussed in Zurich 
Monday at a meeting of foot- 
' ball’s governing body in 
i Europe. UEFA. 

FIFA and UEFA officials 
are becoming exasperated at 
the time taken tp resolve the 
corruption . affair. 


NEW YORK (AFP) — Stefan 
Ed berg’s bid for a third consecu- 
tive U.S. Open crown ended 
Thursday when the Swede suc- 
cumbed to unseeded Czech Karel 
Novacek in four sets. 

Edberg, who had to battle 
through a marathon five-set firsi- 
round encounter Tuesday, 
looked like pulling off Another 
great escape after dropping the 
first two sets. 

But Novacek keot bis nerve to 
win 7-6 (7/3). 6-4, 4-6.6-4‘in three 
hours and six minutes: 

It marked only the third time in 
the Open era that a defending 
champion had lost as early as the 
second round here. 

In 1989, Pete Sampras ousted 
defending champion Mats Wilan- 
der in the second-round, and in 
1973, Andrew Patti son beat Ilie 
Nastase — also in the second- 
round. 

Edberg’s loss continued a start- 
ling run of upsets inthe men's 
singles. 

•Five seeded men lost in the first; 
round — Andre Agassi, Sergi* 
Bruguera. Michael Stich, Petr 
1 Korda and Ivan Lendl. 

Fourth-seeded German Boris 
Becker stopped the rot by coming 
back to score a 3-6, 6-7 (8/10), 
7-5, 6-4, 6-4 victory over Russian 
Andrei Cherkasov in a match that 
took more than a day to com- 
plete. 

The two first went on court 
Wednesday night, but played just 
two points, to 15-all before rain 
stopped play. 

On Thursday, Becker trailed 
Cherkasov 6-3, 7-6 (10/8), 7-5 
when another spell of drizzle 
interrupted. They came back af- 
ter a 90 minute delay and com- 
pleted the match — four days 
after the event began. 
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Seles ranking to drop 
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NEW YORK (AP) — Monica 
Seles, sidelined since being stab- 
bed in the back at a tournament 
in Hamburg, Germany, April 30. 
will fall to fourth in the world 
when the next computer rankings 
are released. 

Seles will lose tfie •computer 
points riie received for winning 
the U-S. Open last year, while 
Arantxa Sanchez VI carto and 
Martina Navratilova, both in the 
third round of this year's final 
Grand Clam tournament, will 
pass the former world's top play- 
er. 

Regardless of who wins the 
U.S. Open, now being played at 
the National Tennis Centre, Stef- 
fi Graf will remain No. 1 in the 


for that reason and pretty much 
got his wish in that sense.” . 

Seles' attacker, an avid Graf 
fan, wanted the German star to 
return to No. 1- Graf regained 
the top spot when she won Wimb- 
ledon in July. 


U.S. Open notebook 


Happy birthday, Jimmy: For- the 
first time in a tong time, there nss 
no September 2 birthday match 
for Jimmy Connors at the- .U.S. 
Open. 


world on the Virginia Slims com- 
pluter. Graf also has reached the 







third round. • 

The women’s tour chose not t$ 
freeze Seles* ranking, and Seles is 
bitter about the decision. 

“I lost the ranking without 
playing a match/ she said last 
week. “It was veiy hard and the 
main reason is because the person 
who did this to me. stabbed me 


Connors, who turned 41 Thurs- 
day, skipped the Open for only 
the second time in 23 years. 

Be was spotted at the National 
Tennis Centre, but as a birthdav 
treat to himself took the day .off 
from answering questions. 


Slams the key For Sampras: Win- 
ning Wimbledon, three^rears af- 
ter his surprise U.S. Open victory 
in 1990, reminded Fete Sampras 
just bow much winning a Grand 
Slam means. 


REQUIRED 


Ivan Lendl of the U.S. stands by the net as the umpire announces his 
withdr&waJ from the match against Australia’s Neil Borwick due to 
knee injury (AFP photo) 


Experienced, part-time 

teachers of: 


Hie poor scheduling left Beck- 
er fuming. He face a a second- 


round match the next day - agai nst 
Switzerland’s Jakob Hlasek. 

Becker said the second-set 
could have gone either way, but 
Cherkasov hit a couple of shots of 
the corners in the tie-break that 
finished it off. 

He said he started to feel the 
momentum swing his way at 5-4 
in the third. 

”1 thought I played the best 


[ probably the fourth set,” be said; 
’’“l -was rip a break early. ‘J . was • 


’ l was 'up a break eariy. I*, was 
feeling pretty relaxed.” . 

Edberg’s departure was a boon 
for 1990 champion Sampras, who 
was in the same half as the Swede 
Andre Agassi. 

Sampras advanced to the third 


round with a 6-4,. 5-7, 6-2, 7-6 
(7/3) win over unseeded Czech 
Daniel Vacek. 

In the same half, 12th-seeded 
Austrian Thomas Muster and 
number-14 Alexander Volkov of 
Russia advanced safely. 

Muster, who suffered a devas- 
tating knee injury when he was 
hit by a car in 1989. beat Amer- 
ican Aaron Krickstein 64. 6-0, 
6-3, and Volkov beat South Afri- 
can Kevin UUyett 6-7 (3/7). 7-6 
(7/4), 6-1, 6-3. 

Second-seeded Spaniard 
Arantxa Sanchez followed 
number-one Steffi Graf into the , 
third-round of the -Women's sing- • 
les when^she made short work of 
American Linda Harvey-Wild 6- 
2 , 6 - 2 . 

Third-seeded Martin a Navrati- 
lova defeated Sabine Appelmans 
of Belgium 6-1. 6-3. 


. English as a foreign language 
applicants must have English as a first language.* 

For further details please call: 
(543198-643199) daily from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.mV 


up to 25% 


SECOND FLOOR FOR RENT 



A brand new, complete floor of 320 sq.m., consisting of 
four bedrooms and accessories is now available for rent iri - 
a quiet residential area in Sweifieh. Tel. available. 

For Information please call Dr. Faris at 823855 all day. 


FOR RENT 

SEMI-FURNISHED APARTMENT 


3 bedrooms, dining, living, guest rooms. With telephone 
Location: Gardens, behind United Nations Offices. 

Please call tel: 682722 


Abdoun Circle 


/ But as enquiries by the civil 
authorities are continuing. 
Tapie says that Marseille risks 
being punished unfairly. 

“It means that OM would be 
lolled without being sure of the ■ 
facts. And in six months time, 
if we’re not guilty?” he asked. 


Argentina face 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARBF 
ft TANNAH HRSCH 

cnaz Dtm mdk Saritcn. kic. •" 


PESSIMISM PAYS 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 
*10 6 

9 A Q 10 8 4 
0 K8 4 ' 

*KJ9 , 


Declarer won the ' first trick in 
hand and banged out the ace of 
spades. When Bast showed out de- 


WEST EAST 

4KQ0 8 • * Void 

<? 7 3 7KJ9S2 

0J1O9& 0 Q 6 32 

*84 2 *A 768 

SOUTH 

4AJ7&432 
" 98' 

- 0'A7 
*Q 10 5 
The bidding: 

South West North East' 

J * Pm .29. Pats 
2* " Put 3 NT Paw 
4 * Pass Pass Pass 

7 Opening lead; Jack of 9 

D^’teonfaaelbeimpGssibfewitli 
the improbable. Lookingaafyetthe 
North-South hands, if a hard to be* 
fieve that declarer want down at a 
.feuwpaite contract .But that’s ex- 


darer could not avoid loam? three 
tramp tricks in the Mwm» of 
thug — down one. . ... 


In duplicate, that play would be 
correct, since it would fail only on 
those rare occasions when trumps 
split 4-0, and would produce a valu- 
able overtrick whenever a defender 
has a singleton honor. At rubber 
bridge, dreamer should have resort- 
ed to a safety play to .guarantee no 
more than two kwere'in the tnnqp 
suit. 

After winning the diamond lead 
in the dosed hand. Sooth should fire 
out a low trump toward the ten. If 

Went foHowe low, declarer inserts 
the ten ami, whether it wins or loses, 
the defenders wiQ acme only two 
trump tricks. Ae the cards Be, West 
must go up with 8Q honor. Upon 
regaining the lead, declarer can then 
play the ten of spades, and the de- 
fandfin again get only- too tricks. 
Should West show out on the first 
spade, dummy’s ten forces an honor 
from Ba^t - Declarer r et u rns to the 
table and takes the marked finesse 
■ ffmwt the remaining spade honor. 
Proper management of the trump 
suit is sure to defiver the goods. 


aptly what happened. 
For those who play 


decisive qualier 


BUENOS AIRES (R) — Argen- 
tina face a decisive World Cup 


qualifier at home to Colombia 
Sunday with trainer Alfio Basile 
complaining that his team are 
worn out after nearly three 
months of non-stop international 
activity. 

Argentina's players have been 
together from eariy June, since 
when they have played the whole 
of the Copa America (Jus five 
Worid Cup qualifiers. 

4 Only a win in Sunday's South 
America Group A match will 
make sure that Argentina qualify 
automatically for the finals. 

A draw would mean they 
finished second and bad to play 
off against Australia over two 
legs for the right to go to the 
finals, while a defeat would leave 
. them depemfing Paraguay's result 
in Peru for second spot. 

Columbia need only a draw to 
guarantee first place and automa- 


tic Worid Cup qualification. 
Brazil face Veneznlea in 


another World Cap qualifier Sun- 
day intent on owing the no- 
bopers yet another thrashing. 

Braid’s probable victoiy would 
leave them level on points with 
Bolivia at the top of the group. 

Two teams go through from the 
group which also includes 
Ecuador and Urguay, who meet 
.in Guayaquil Sunday. 


liHii 



VILLA FOR RENT OR SALE 

Excellent Ipcation in Sweifieh. Master bedroom suite. 4 bed- 
rooms, living roorrv family room and office room, big kitchen and 
a drawing room. Fireplace, central heating, /K.C. in bedrooms - . 
Built-in Bar. B.Q. outside, with nice landscaping. Tel. Installed. 

Please call 715720 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 


DUTY UNPAID CAR FOR SALE 


HONDA*ACCORD Exi, Model 1 991 , .1 6-valve/tuel injection, metallic 
grey with full options including Air Cond.; power steering and brake; 
electric windows, sunroof, driver’s seat and side mirrors : centra J 
locking, cruise control, stereo radio/cassette (auto reverse/antenria, 
4 speakers). 4-wheel steering, std. Shift (5 Fwd. Gears), tinted 
glasses, etc. (price: $11,300 

Pis. call tel. 642351, Apt S on Saturday from 2:00 p.m. 
■and tel. 826171 ext 335 on Sunday from 8:00 a.mi I 


TWO APARTMENTS FOR RENT 


☆ Two large apartments in^ three-floor modem building] 
second floor, opposite each other. Location: Umm : AI 
Summaq. 

* A plot of land in Abdoun is offered for sale. 

K interested pis. call tel. 667656 and 668411 : 


FOR RENT 

A newly-built villa, with, unique architectural; 
design, consisting of three bedrooms, spacious 
salons, large kitchen, well-kept garden. • 
Location: Abdoun 

Please call tel. *602161 


International Community School 
P.O.Box 2002, KhiUa, Amman 


icrv.i 

Jabal Amman - Tel. 622706 


is seeking to appoint two teaching assistants to 
begin immediately. Applicants ; should be native 
English speakers and preferably with experience of 
working with children. 

Please telephone or call in at the School as 
soon as possible. 

Tel: 841070, Fax: 847149 


Tel.: 634144 





NaM a Hisfiarifs Tel.: 625155 

AHLAN THEATRE | | 



presents a play entitled: 

Al llm Nurort 


Returns to you Thursday Aug. 

26 in the play: I ^ 



Arab Summit 
Conference 
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Serbs reject U.S. warning, 
say they have no role in war 


Negotiators raise concern over talks collapse 


SARAJEVO (Agencies) — Bos- 
nian Serb leader Radovan Karad- 
zic on Friday brushed aside a 
U.S. warning that the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisation 
(NATO) could intervene against 
Serbs in the Bosnian conflict if it 
intensified after the breakdown 
of peace talks. 

...U.S. President Bill Clinton, 
primarily targetting Croats and 
Serbs fighting “Muslims in the 
former Yugoslav republic, .said 
“the NATO military option is 
Very much alive." 

'Mr. Karadzic denied any Bos- 
nian Serb involvement in current 
fighting which is mainly between 
Muslim and Croat forces trying to 
gain territory in southern and 
Central Bosnia. 

“I think someone is misinform' 
,ugg President Clinton,” Mr. 
Karadzic told Reuters in Bel- 
grade. “The Serbs are not in the ' 
."whr any longer. We haven't 
fought the Croats for five 
tnbnths. We didn't tight against 
tfie Musli ms except for some bor- 
der incidents.'’ 

v Mr. Clinton issued his warning, 
'after talks between Muslim, Serb 
‘and Croat leaders with interna- 
tional negotiators in Geneva 
failed to produce agreement on 
Muslim demands for more land. 
<‘;He specifically mentioned any 
pew attacfcs on the Bosnian capita 
aJ Sarajevo, which has been 
'under Serb artillery-siege 
throughout the 17-month dvii 
'war, or interference with U.N. 
*afd convoys. 

v The likeliest form of interven- 
-tion would be air strikes. 

“ - A U.S. air base at Aviano in 


northern Italy, where U.S. air- 
craft enforcing “no fly” zone over 
Bosnia, was attacked during the 
night by gunmen who fired on a 
dormitory. 

There were no casualties and 
the unidentified attackers 
escaped but Italian authorities 
tightened security around the 
base. 

A peace plan on which the 
warring communities are now 
being coaxed to reopen negotia- 
tions allocated 30 her cent of 
Bosnia to Muslims, 52 per cent to 
Serbs and the rest -to Croats. 

U.N. peacekeepers in Bosnia 
voiced public concern that the 
collapse of the Geneva negotia- 
tions could give fresh impetus to 
the fighting as all three sides grab 
for more territory. 

Claims by. the Muslims for 
more liVing space and guaranteed 
access to the Adriatic Sea have 
been given strong U.S. support m 
statements by Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher and other 
senior officials as well as by Mr. 
Clinton. 

At the same time, Washington 
has been taking a tougher line 
with Croatia whose army has 
been monitored by the U.N. rein- 
forcing Bosnian Croat forces de- 
spite repeated denials from Zag- 
reb. 

Mr. Christopher said in a mes- 
sage to Serbia and Croatia: “We 
think that if the settlement breaks 
down because of the stubborn- 
ness, die intransigence of the 
Serbs or Croatians, the world 
community will certainly bold 
them responsible.” 

All three sides reported clashes 


on Thursday and Friday but there 
was no evidence of fighting on the 
scale the U.N. feared. 

Fighting in central Bosnia 
blocked reel from reaching the 
capital Friday, but most of tbe 
republic was quiet as the waning 
sides weighed their response to 
the breakdown of Geneva peace 
talks. 

U.N. officials in the Bosnian 
capital said high-priority facilities 
such as the city bakery were 
running short of diesel fuel be- 
cause of clashes to the west, in 
the region of Gomji Vakuf, 
where Muslims and Croats are 
vying for territory. 

A convoy carrying diesel was 
stalled because of the fighting, 
said Ray Wilkenson, a Sarajevo- 
baaed spokesman for tbe U.N. 
High Commissioner for Re- 
fugees. 

The trucks would provide 
Sarajevo with its first diesel fuel 
shipment in a month 

U.N. peacekeeper's spokes- 
man Idesbald van Biesebroeck 
said most of tbe republic re- 
mained peaceful overnight. 

U.N. representative Cedri 
Thomberry expressed concern 
Wednesday that there was a “real 
possibility'' of renewed fighting 
that could last through the win- 
ter. 

Mr. Thorn berry has spent most 
of the past two weeks in south- 
western Bosnia supervising talks 
between tbe Musinri-led govern- 
ment and Bosnian Croats on 
opening an aid corridor through 
embattled Mostar — the mam 
land route for aid to central Bos- 
nia and Sarajevo. 


Hamilton 
predicts U.S. 
^recognition 
bfPLO 


Washington (ap) — The 

United States will probably rec- 
ognise the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (FLO) if Israel does 
so, die chairman of the House of 
Representatives Foreign Affairs 
Committee said Thursday. 

Rep. Lee Hamilton, a Demo- 
crat, said Israel's conditions for 
recognising the PLO are the same 
as those of the U.S. administra- 
tion And Congress. 

Tbe Congress, in particular, 
has in the past imposed stiff terms 
on U.S. contacts with the PLO 
and sought to tie the administra- 
tion's bands on talking to the 
because of its acts of “tcr- 


< -Israel has for the past few days 
been negotiating secretly the 
terms for mutual recognition with 
its former archenemy, with whom 
jt-bas reached an agreement on 
self-govenunent for the Palesti- 
nians in the occupied West Bank 
dad Gaza Snip. 

' Among the conditions Israel 
has pobfidy spelled out are for 
the PLO to issue an authoritative 
Statement renouncing “terror- 
ism*' and recognising Israel's 
right to exist. Some snags have 
developed over the language, but 
Officials on both sides were still 
hopeful Thursday that these 
oOuld be overcome. 

L "What Israel decides, we will 
find satisfactory and support," 
Said Mr. Hamilton in an inter- 
view. “The question of our recog- 
nition will become a moot ques- 
tion by them." 

. J Tbe United States launched a 
’dialogue with tile PLO at the end 
pf> 1988 — after Chairman Yasser 
.Alafat pledged publicly to recog- 
nise Israel and stop “terrorism" 
4- but cot it off in June 1990 to 
protest an attack on a Tel Aviv 
bi&cfa by a PLO faction. 

T -Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher said earlier in the 
dfy that the administration's 
position cm dialogue with the 
PLO had not changed. But, he 
added, “well be watching very 
ctfrefuUy what tbe relationships 
tire between Israel and tbe PLO.'* 

. -In a Sept. 1, 1975 memoran- 
dum, the United States promised 
Israel it would not recognise the 
PLO unless the organisation rec- 
ognised Israel's right to exist. 
-The State Department's legal 
experts have been going through 
the. language of various bills 
adapted by Congress over tbe 
years with regard to the PLO, to 
slie if there is any legal impedi- 
■ merit to U.S. recognition of the 
organisation, said a congressional 
sfcuroe who spoke on condition of 
anonymity. 

; An initial reading of those Nils 
dbes not show any such impedi- 
ment, he said. 

;~Tbe FLO has privately made 
dear to Israel that it expects 
recognition in Washington, too. 
“U.S. recognition should logical- 
ly come once mutual recognition 
fs worked cut" with Israel, said 
PLO representative Nabil 
Shaath. 


Netanyahu vows to press 
case against Gaza- Jericho 


TEL AYIV (AP) — Benjamin 
Netanyahu, head of Israel's right- 
wing opposition, grabbed a piece 
of paper .and sketched a large, 
anvO -shaped swatch of ‘territory 
inside Israel./ 


‘'tt'sMifoft’a fisthhned at the 
heart of Israel," said Mr. Netany- 
ahu. explaining his opposition to 
handing the ‘West Bank over to the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) which he predicts will 
happen as a result of the Israeii- 
Palestinian autonomy plan. 

The plan, worked out in secret 
negotiations between Palestinians 
and Israeli diplomats in Norway, 
would start Palestinian autonomy 
in the Gaza Strip and the West 
Bank town of Jericho. 

Mr. Netanyahu, leaning back 
in his chair in an office at the 
Knesset (parliament), argued 
that Israelis are so divided there 
is only one solution: -New elec- 
tions. 


- “If (Prime Minister) Yitzhak 
Rabin had said he would negoti- 
ate with the PLO and install 
Yasser Arafat and his men in 
enclaves 15 minutes from Jeru- 
salem and the suburbs of Tel 
Aviv he would not have been 
elected," Mr. Netanyah\i -said 
Thursday. 

Tire man who would like to be 
Israel's next lender outlined 
Likud's vision: -Annexing the 140 
Israeli settlements in the West 
Bank, along with their 120.000 
inhabitants, to Israel. 

Even though Mr. Rabin's gov- 
ernment has been shaken by cor- 
ruption scandals and secular- 
religious tensions, forcing new 
elections could be difficult, and 
Mr- Netanyahu would make no- 
predictions. 

Instead, his strategy seemed to 
be slowing the implementation of 
"the Rabin- Arafat plan" with de- 
monstrations. petitions, par- 
liamentary action and other 
democratic forms of protest. 


“There is a risk of all kinds of 
dissent and a chasm in Israeli 
society that would be very, very 
hard to control.*' Mr. Netanyahu 
said. 

• He called the plan the ‘/height 
of folly." preposterous;'* ' 'dnd 
“absurd." and compared it to th'd 
failed peacemaking of British 
Prime Minister Neville Chamber- 
lain.. who tried to forge a peace 
agreement with Hitler. 

The 1991 Gulf war. when mis- 
siles easily reached Tel Aviv, 
changed the thinking of some 
Israelis, who now contend that 
territory is no longer an effective 
buffer. 

But Mr. Netanyahu argued 
that the mountain range running 
through the West Bank was a 
“stone wail thousands of feet 
high" protecting Israel from the 
"great Arab armies" to the east. 

He said the PLO long had a 
plan to destroy Israel in stages, 
and they could combine forces 
with neighbouring Arab states, 
using the strategic heights as a 
launching pad. 

“There is no other nation in the 
world, not even an Arab Nation, 
that would put its cities and 
population under strategic 
heights controlled by the PLO." 
said Mr. Netanyahu. 

He said the' proposed plan 
grants the Palestinians far more 
control over land and security 
than the 1978 Camp David 
accords, which were approved by 
a Likud government. 

The 1978 proposal would have 
left Israel in control of security 
inside the West Bank and Gaza*, 
whereas the new agreement gives 
the tack in Gaza -and Jericho to 
Mr. Arafat. 

“All the territory is given to the 
PLO. and there will a few iso- 
lated pockets, pinheads really, of 
..Israelis .who would not survive for 
very long." he said. •‘Effectively 
the government has given the 
PLO control of the land." 


Arafat battles for support 


(Confhmed firm page 1) 

Beyond Fateh lies a series of 
committees and councils growing 
progressively larger and more di- 
verse. Mr. Arafat can expect new 
tiers of opposition at each level. 

And beyond them are rival 
Palestinian groops like the Mus- 
lim fundamentalist Hamas, reso- 
lute against a deal and not repre- 
sented in die PLO structure. 

Tbe 1968 charter specifies that 
it can only be altered by a two- 
thirds majority of the Palestine 
National Council (PNC). 

The PNC would be a key forum 
for Palestinians scattered around 
the Middle East. 

Those in Lebanon and Syria — 
the families which fled when 
Israel was created in 1948 — have 
less to (jope for from Mr. Arafofs 
deal than residents of tbe West 
Bank and Gaza Strip or refugees 
who fled when Israel seized those 
territories in 1967. 

Mr. Abed-Rabbo said the 100- 
strong Palestine Central Conned 
would discuss the agreement, 
probably next week in Tunis. 

Bat he indicated that Mr. Ara- 
fat hoped to bypass the PNC and 


satisfy Israeli demands for 
changes in the charter with lead- 
ership stat e ments based on old 
dedaons of the PNC. 

A FLO. official following de- 
velopments closely from Jordan 
cf mc ffffad that “con v e n ing foe 
PNC is difficult now.” 

Hamas vowed on Friday to 
c o n t i nue the fight against Israel 
and declared that it had kffled an 
brae fi soldier on Thursday. 

Lebanese fundame n talist gner- 
riilas, also against any deal, fried 
a dozen rockets into Israel's 
South Lebanon “security zone" 
and attacked an outpost of the 
Jewish state’s militia allies. 

Li South Lebanon’s ’Am Ai 
tfitweh refugee camp, fainted 
only weeks ago by Israeli shell- 
fire, hundreds of Palestinians 
marched with black flags, spurred 
by fiery sermons at Friday Mus- 
lim prayers. 

“Arafat yon pimp, w e will 
stamp on your bead,” chanted 
men, women and childr en. 

“This is a plan of treason*, 
humiliation and shame,” said 
Hussein Abdullah, 45, who has 
fived an bis life in the camp. 


su pp o rte rs wave a Palestinian flag during a 
demonstration after the Friday noon prayer in 
Jerasafem's Old City against the Gaza- Jericho 


autonomy agreement between Israel and the PLO 
(AFP photo) 7 ' 


Austrian president arrives today 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Austrian President 
Thomas fdestfi is due here Satur- 
day to discuss with His Majesty 
King Hussein several issues of 
common concern to Austria and 
Jordan, including developments 
in tbe Middle East, Austrian 
Ambassador to Jordan Michael 
Stigelbauer said Friday. 

The talks cover the Middle 
East, the situation in Bosnia Her- 
zegovina, foe role of foe United 
Nations in peace keeping, ways to 
make this role more effective and 
means of promoting bilateral 
cooperation in various fields, said 
the ambassador in a statement to 
foe Jordan Times. 

President Klestil will arrive in 
Amman Saturday afternoon for a 
24-hour official visit at tire invita- 
tion of His Majesty King Hus- 
sein, Mr. Stigelbauer said. 

It is the first trip to any Arab 
country and tbe first outside 


Europe by the Austrian presi- 
dent, who was elected last year, 
said foe ambassador. 

He noted that Austria had 
granted Jordan nearly S10 million 
to help it buy machinery for a 
potash project, equipment for 
vocational training ana civil de- 
fence facilities and medicines. 

The Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra, said Austria had offered Jor- 
dan S9 million in the wake of the 
Gulf crisis to help the country 
overcome difficulties resulting 
from the Gulf war, and that 
Austria has continually granted 
Jordan soft loans for develop- 
ment projects. 

Asked whether Austria would 
offer Jordan additional loans, the 
ambassador, said die Austrian 
government has not been 
approached in this respect. 

In indirect help to Jordan Au- 
stria made donations to the Un- 
ited Nations Relief and Works 
Agency (UNRWA) to build 
schools in the Kingdom, noting 
that Austria is a party to foe Paris 


Club which is helping Jordan 
reschedule its debts to the west- 
ern countries. 

According to Petra, Jordan last 
year imported $22.7 million 
worth of Austrian goods and ex- 
ported relatively insignificance 
amounts in return. 


Petra said that Jordan was ex- 
pected to ask Austria for more 
soft loans to help finance several 
development projects. 

Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs Talal Al Hasson said that 
the Austrian leader’s .visit re- 
flected the excellent relations be- 
tween the two countries. 


King Hussein has always dis- 
played a keenness to bolstering 
Jordan’s ties with Austria ana 


promoting bilateral cooperation 
tn political, economic and cultu- 
ral fields, said the minister in a 
statement to Petra. He said that 
Austrian- Jordanian relations 
have always been based on 
mutual understanding, friendship 
and respect 


Jordan 


(Caafemed from page 1) 

accepted ^atesfoiian refugees 
in the past .becaiKe tbe West 
Bank was port of tfaeiKingdom. 
Under die new agreement, 
however, Palestinians would 
be die responsibility of tbe 
Palestinian authority that wffl 
be established in Gaza and 
Jericho, he said. 

“By prevent i ng a mass influx 
of people into its territory, 
Jordan will be legitimately pro- 
tecting its interests as a 
sovereign state," said an offi- 
cial, who asked not to be 
named. 

A high-ranking Israeli offi- 
cial was quoted as saying on 
Wednesday that the repatria- 
tion of Palestinians who fled 


tbe occupied territories since 
7 would be “at tbe heart of 


1967 

Palestinian-Israeii negotiations 
that would follow the signing 
of a joint declaration of princi- 
ples." 

AFP quoted Jordanian 
sources as saying 246,000 
Palestinian refugees settled in 
Jordan in 1967, and 57,000 
others came to Jordan in 1968 
and remained here after Israel 
refused to allow them trade 
into tbe occupied territories. 

Dr. Majali told the French 
agency that the United States 
ted recently informed Jordan 
that Israel will allow the repat- 
riation of 3,000 Palestinian re- 
fugees who came to Jordan in 

1968 but that Israel has not yet 
communicated that decision to 
Jordan. 

Despite reports that the 
Gaza-Jericfao accord brings to 
the surface the “Jordanian op- 
tion” — the establishment of a 
Palesti n ian state in Jordan — 
officials and observers say the 
accord does exactly tbe oppo- 
site: It buries this option fore- 
ver. 

In his interview with AFP, 
Dr. Majali said he “does not 
agree that the accord would 
lead to the creation of a 
Palestinian homeland in Jor- 
dan." 

Jordanian analysts and 
observers maintain that Jordan 
aborted the ‘Jordanian option’ 
idea in 1968 when it severed 
legal and administrative ties 
with tiie West Bank. “The 
creation of a Palestinian ‘au- 
thority’ on parts of Palestine 
would ‘bury it forever’," one of 
them said. 

They s ay Jordan’s reaction 
to tiie Oslo agreement is influ- 
enced by two considerations: 
The Palestinian issue as a 
national Arab cause and Jor- 
dan's own interests: 

lii tiie pan-Arab national 
dimension, Jordan is con- 
cerned about tim implications 
and consequences of tiie agree- 
ment on the Palestinian people 
and the occupied territories as 
part of tbe Arab Nation and 
the Arab World, a former 
senior official said. 

Jordan sees many shortcom- 
ings with this agreement and is 
therefore not satisfied with 


what it offers the Palestinians, 
he said. 

The accord, which is ex- 
pected to be signed tins week, 
will have direct impact on Jor- 
dan, which. has been closely 
affected by the Palestinian 
problem. Tbe agreement deals 
with refugees, security, econo- 
mic development and water, 
among other issues which 
directly relate to Jordan’s in- 
terests. 

Accordingly, Jordan « irri- 
tated with foe Palestinians for 
their failure to consult with tbe 
Kingdom over these issues, 
according to officials and 
observers interviewed. 

A former minister proposed 
that Jordan reconsider the 
draft agenda for its talks with 
Israel in light of the 
Palestinian-Israeii accord. 
“The agenda should be viewed 
from a new perspective. Jor- 
dan sfaould make sure the 
agenda deals with the fears 
that the PLO-braeti accord 


Dr. Majali told AFP Jordan 
will 'ratify tbe joint agenda 
after the Palestinians announce 
the joint declaration of princi- 
ples with Israel. 

He added that serious nego- 
tiations between Jordan and 
Israel will commence after 
announcing the agenda, “same 
of whose phrases need com- 
plete explanation.” 

Tbe major issues of discus- 
sion between Jordan and Israel 
are an Israeli withdrawal from 
350 square kilometres of occu- 
pied Jordanian land, the repat- 
riation of Palestinian refugees 
in Jordan and water rights. Dr. 
Majali recently said Israel had 
conceded to Jordan’s demand 
for the return of its land and 
water rights. 

Dr. Majali told his inter- 
viewer Thursday that be “re- 
gretted (the lack of proper) 
coordination between Ionian 
and the PLO,” reaffirming that 
Jordan was not aware of foe 
details of tbe Palestinian- 
Israeii agreement. 

But while the Palestinians 
are “free in their negotia- 
tions,” Dr. Majali said, Jordan 
reserves the right to reject 
“anything (relating to it) on 
which others agree." 

“No role should be imposed 
on us because tins is something 
that we will not allow," Dr. 
Majali said. 

“Jordan ‘is a free country 
with its independent will... we 
wffl not accept that onrwfll be 
tied to that of any other party 
and we do not accept to be tied 
to any agreement to which 
Jordan is not a signatora,” 
Minister of Information Ma'n 
Atm Nowar told the Jordan 
Times Friday. 

Article XII of the 
Palestinian-Israeii accord says: 
“The two parties (Israel and 
the Palestinians) will invite the 
governments of Jordan and 
Egypt to participate in estab- 
lishing further liaison and 
cooperation arrangements be- 
tween foe government of Israel 

and tbe Palestinian representa- 
tives. on one hand, and foe 


governments of Jordan and 
Egypt, on the other .hand, to 
promote cooperation between 
them. 

“These arrangement win in- 
dude foe^opstjtntfon of a con- 
tinuing c ommit tee that will de- 
cide by agreement on the mod- 
alities of the admission of per- 
sons displaced from the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip in 1967, 
together with necessary mea- 
sures to prevent disruption and 
disorder. Other matters of 
common concern will be dealt 
with by tins co m mitt e e.” 

A senior official told the 
Jordan Times Friday that as far 
as Jordan is concerned, “tins 
article is noil and void.” 

‘Dr. Majali said there are 
complicated issues which need 
to be discussed with the 
Palestinians in order to “avoid 
mistakes that can harm the two 
sides.” 

But in addition to these con- 
cerns Jordan is unhappy with 
the agreement because it “con- 
trahets foe basic thinking of 
King Hussein who wanted a 
compre h ensive solution (to the 
Arab-Israeli conflict),” said a 
former official who a familiar 


with Jordan’s polity towards 
i conflict. 


tbe Palestinian 


He said tbe King has always 
believed that tbe Arabs should 
not enter any agr eem ents with 
Israel without establishing 
what the final solution would 
be. The Gaza-Jericho accord 
does not do that, be said. 
“(The King) wanted to see the 
end of foe tunneL He was 
never at ease with foe idea of a 
transitional period.” 

The idea of a transitional 
period first surfaced with the 
signing of tiie Camp David 
agre e ment in 1979, replacing 
foe demand for a dear imple- 
mentation of U.N. Security 
Council resolution 242. 

“Autonomy for the Palesti- 
nians in an Israeli idea which 
was' first proposed by (former 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Menacfaem) Begin/’ tbe for- 
mer official maintained, 
adding that Jordan could not 
stop this option from talcing 
root since the PLO, foe repre- 
sentative of the Palestinian 
people, accepted it. 


Fnrtheimore, Jordan is not 
opposed to tiie Gaza Jericho 
accord, which one analyst 
termed “a municipal "gree- 
ment itfaat: cannot lead to the 
realisation of the Palestinian 
people’s rights, because it sup- 
ports the decision of the 
PLO,” a well-placed observer 


Jordan; however, hopes the 
PLO will be aWe to contain the 
divisions among tiie Palesti- 
nians on the accord because 
any instability in Gaza or 
Jericho can spill over to Jor- 
dan. 

“Any (inter-) Palestinian 
differences would have nega- 
tive impact on Jordan, But (I 
hope) that these differences 
would disappear, especially af- 
ter the establishment of a 
Palestinian entity,” Dr. Majali. 
told AFP. 


Supporters 
opponents of 
autonomy 
plan lobby 
Palestinians 
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OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — S up porters and oppo- 
nents of tbe Palestrae Liberation 
Organisation (PLO)-Israel 
accord on Hnrited Palestinian sdf- 
. rule have one thing in common: 
They are both campaigning 
u r g e n t l y to win over the deeply 
divided Palestinian population. 

Faisal Hussrini, the top FLO 
leader in the occupied territories, 
has chosen to remain m Jeru- 
salem rather than attend the 11th 
round of Middle East peace in 
order to canvass for support for 
the accord. 

On Thursday Mr. Hnsseixri met 
diplomats and represen t atives of 
international or g anisa tions in the 
Holy City to bnef them on the 
accord for autonomy starting in 
Gaza Strip and the West Bank 
town of Jericho. 

Mr. Hnsseini gathered his aides 
at his Jerusalem headquarters in 
Orient House on Tuesday, on his 
return from PLO headquarters in 
Tunis, to spell out tiie main 
points of the secret deal which 
was h am mered out in Oslo, Nor- 
way. 

The following day he met rep- 
resentatives of the Democratic 
Ftont for the liberation of Pales- 
tine (DFLP) and the Popular 
Fron t for tiie Liberation of Pales- 
tine (PFLP), two factions which 
are strongly opposed to the 
aut ono my accord. 

“I informed tiie opposition of 
the details of tbe a g reem e nt," 
Mr. Hnsseim later said, adding 
that he would also meet leaders 
of tiie hardline Islamic Rerista- 
nace Movement Hamas. 

Ryad MaOri, a Palestinian with 
dose links to foe PFLP, said that 
what Mr. Hnsseini told him “(fid 
not make me change his mind.” 

The DFLP and the PFLP were 
among 10 Palestinian factions 
which have said that tiie accord 
“does not reflect the wifi of tiie 
Palestinian people.” They urged 
Arab states to back their fight 
against Israel. 

. Yasser Arafat’s Fateh, foe 
FLO’s mainstream group, and 
other factions dose to the Palesti- 
nian leader have meanwhile orga- 
nised rallies across the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip in support of the 
accord. 


Police face hug e task 


The new Palestinian police 
force had an early insight into the 
mighty task it feces when Islamic 
fundamentalists attacked a rally 
in support of tbe autonomy 
accord and left 15 PLO suppor- 
ters wounded. 

Internecine dashes like those 
in a Gaza refugee camp on 
Wednesday night are routine, 
particularly on the Strip where 
Palestinians summarily execute 
Palestinians almost daily in a 


donate of lawlessness. 

The Israeli army, reluctant to 
intervene in such battles, has 
counted nearly 900 extra-judicial 
killings of Arabs by Arabs since 
the intifada erupted in December 
1987. Most were suspected of 
collaborating with the author- 
ities. 

According to an AFP toll, 
Israeli bullets have killed 1,113 
Palestinians over the same 
period, which saw the resignation 
of all policemen who were 
Palestimans. 

With Israel expecting the 
autonomy agreement to be signed 
in the next two weeks. Police 
Minister Moshe Shahal has 
sounded a warning. 

“If you torn over control to 
them, then that’s it. There is not 
much you can do," Mr. £hah»| 
told report e rs Wednesday. 

“I will recommend that we 
have the maximum cooperation," 
between Israeli and Palestinian 
forces, he said, calling for joint 
patrols and liaison officers in 
police stations. 

But he added: “We are talking 
abont two different forces, with 
different uniforms and different 
commanders. The Palestinian 
pofice officers will not have the 
authority to halt Israelis,” he 
added. 

Deputy Chief of Staff Amnon 
Shriiak has predicted “serious 
difficulties” ahead in the fight 
against “terrorism” once the 
accord comes into effect. 

The autonomy accord makes 
only pasting reference to the new 
force noting that tbe details still 
nave to be settled by Israel and 
the PLO. 

“The Pakstinian side will com- 

mmice m buikSng the Palestinian 
pohee force, as agreed upon,” the 
accord says. 

“In ortfcr to guarantee public 
gowMd internal security for the 
Palestinians... the (autonomy) 
co ®*cfl iwfll establish a strong 
police fence while Israel wifi con- 
™efo cany responsibility for 
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as writ as foe respons&ffity for 
overall security of Israelis.” 
Palestinians from abroad 
and Jordan), who want to 
J°™ the force should aheadv be 
teamed police office**^ 


Researchers find 
brain swells after 
heartbypass 


LONDON (R) — Using a special 
'scanning technique, British re- 
searchers have shown for the first 
time that the brain swells shortly 
after coronary bypass surgery, a f% 
medical journal reported Friday. ' 
The Lancet said the discovery 
may explain why two per cent of 
bypass patients nave a stroke and 
up to 57 per cent suffer from 
some form of neurological com- 
plication. “These air tbe first I 
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plication, inese are me lust < w 
reported scans done within an ’j| j 

hour of surgery Dr. David Har- t I 1 
■ .1 O^.nl Dmfmili.M. V 


ris of the Royal Postgraduate 
Medical School in London re- 
ported in the journal. Pnevioaaf « 
scans which were less sensitive . . • ? ■ 
and done one to four weeks after ■* 
foe operation did not show any 
swelling. But Harris and his coi- .-/j f 
leagues used MRI (magnetic re- .1 v* 
sonance imaging) which found • 
that the brains of six men aged 57 J . 
to 72 swelled soon after their ; Ljt 
bypass surgery but not before the 
operation or six to 18 days after.. 

The researchers said foe reason 
for the swelling was unknown. 

But tiny blood dots, common 
during heart surgery, could partly 
explain tbe results because the 
dots would impede tbe Mood 
flow to foe brain, which would 
respond by swelling. “We have • 
yet to study the relation of the 
cerebral swelling to postpope ra - 
five morbidity and to establish i ’1 . 
whether it can be prevented, bffltr - 
tins study may provide a new 
focus for research on the topic," 1 
Harris said. 


Kaiser Wilhelm I 
statue returns 
to place of honour 


KOBLENZ. Germany (AP) — A 
128-foot-high (39-metre-high) 
statue of Ka<ser Wilhelm I was 
placed on its prewar pedestal at 
the confluence of the Rhine and 
Mosel Rivers, over the objections 
of some who call foe German 
ruler a warmonger. Modi of foe 
city turned out along the banks - 
Thursday to welcome the mstalla- 
tion of the statue of Wilhelm and < 
bis .horse, a replica of one that 
was destroyed by American sol- 
diers at the end of World War II. 
But some Koblenz youths pro- 
tested, by unfurling a banner with 
Adolf Hitler's face superimposed 
over a picture of the Wilhelm * 
statue. “Wilhelm waged war 
across Europe. With all foe neo- 
Nazi violence we’re having now. 
this statue is foe last thing we 
need,” said one protester, high 
school student, David Schaefer, 
as he dowered up at tbe big • 
bronze despot. 
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Siamese twins 
separated 


BALTIMORE, Maryland (R) — .' 
Surgeons successfully separated 
four-day-old female Siamese . 
twins, hospital officials said. The 
twins, delivered by Caesarian sec- 1 
tion at tbe Johns Hopkins Chil- 
drens Centre, were joined at tbe ". 
chest and abdomen but did not 
share any organs, hospital 
spokeswoman Jo Martin said. f 
“They and their mother are doing 
fine,” Ms. Martin said. The op- 
eration was tbe second in a day to 
separate conjoined twins. Earlier 
in London, surgeons at Great - 
Ormond Street Children’s Hos- 
pital separated 10-month-old Ita- 
lian boys and said they had an • 
equal chance of survival. The 
boys were bore joined from the 
upper chest to the pelvis and had 
two arms and one leg each, and 
shared a fused Kver and lower 
bowel. At Johns Hopkins. Ms. 
Martin said the girts’ mother had- 
been in a high-risk pregnancy 
programme since learning she 
was carrying conjoined twins,- 
which occur once in about every *" 
100,000 births. ■ 


Court slaps 2nd 
three-centfine 
on Gorbachev 


MOSCOW (R) — a court 
ordered former Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev to pay a 
second successive fine of 30 rou- 
bles (three U.S. cents) Friday for 
feiKng to turn up to answer libel 
charges, ITAR-TASS News 
Agency said. TASS said it was 
the fourth tune Mr. Gorbachev 
. had foiled tosbow up in court to' 
answer foe defamation charges 
levelled against trim by-Moscow 
Mayor Yuri Luzhkov. Mr. Gor- 
bachev received an initial 30 rou- 
ble fine on Aug. 12, but this 
remains unpaid, TASS sanL Mr. 
Luzhkov filed the suit after Mr. 
Gorbachev,- in a television inter- 
view in May, accused the Moscow 
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funds to build personal viflas on 
the outskirts of foe capital. Mr. 
Lnrffoov, a jjjong m pnoc tt r of 
Rnasfen President Boris Yeltsin. 
» seeking a public apology. Mf. 
Gfreachev, forced from office 
after foe collapse of foe Soviet 
Umon, now runs a Moscow- 
based think-tank, - : 
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